
 

 

Today’s Martyrs 

Resources for understanding current Christian witness and martyrdom 

 

Greece 

 

Metropolitan Alexandros Papadopoulos (aged 80, as of September 25, 2016 has received a 

summons to appear in court in Mantineia regarding his statements against same sex 

marriage) 

Metropolitan Ambrose Lenis (aged 79, published a letter on January 16, 2017 from Kalavyrta to 

Prime Minister Tsipras in which he accused the openly atheist politician of "the goal of 

destroying the Greek Orthodox Church” and of shameful behavior at Divine Liturgies in 

which he laughed and showed indifference, asked the Prime Minister “Perhaps it is worth it 

to recall the example of St. Ambrose of Milan’s not allowing Emperor Theodosius the 

Great into the church?”; 

wrote on his blog on July 12, 2017 “While we are silent as fish, everything is vanishing 

and dying. We are persecuting Christ! The Greeks are being de-Christianized!...The people 

from the ruling SYRIZA party are aiming to overthrow all that is sacred, Christian, and 

national. They are seeking to uproot the Orthodox and national self-consciousness of the 

Greeks. Day by day, Greece is gradually changing its face and character...The voice of the 

Church is not heard today; the walls are falling one by one without resistance”; 

issued a statement signed by his priests on or before October 15, 2017 against a new law 

that will allow 15 year olds to change their official gender without psychological 

evaluation “It is an outrageous inspiration for someone to change his gender in a few 

minutes, with a simple declaration, so contrary to what God has gifted people with", 

ordered all churches to ring their bells each day at noon for a week in protest; 

wrote a letter to Minister of Health Pavlos Polakis on December 13, 2017: “You are 

destroying Greece. It is no accident that we have added a new petition to the Church 

services in our diocese: ‘For our impious, godless, and faithless rulers, the persecutors of 

our holy Faith and Fatherland, the members of our parliament who hate and wrong us, and 

for their repentance, let us pray to the Lord'...Look at the state hospitals, which fall within 

the scope of your responsibilities. They don’t even have bandaging materials for the Greek 

patients. The priority for any medical assistance is given exclusively to immigrants! Greek 

citizens are starving and suffering!") 

Amira (aged 11, daughter of Jamil Moghrabi, Syrian refugee) 

Angie Marogeh (daughter of Stephen Marzena Marogeh and Silvana Sami Marogeh, Iraqi refugee, 

drowned in the Aegean Sea on November 17, 2015) 

Metropolitan Anthimos Rousas (said that anarchists "destroyed what they could" during an August 

1, 2016 attack on the Thessaloniki cathedral during the Divine Liturgy) 

Pastor Apostolos Theodorakos (described a June 27, 2018 attack on seven Iranian Christian 



 

 

refugees in a refugee camp in Larissa by Muslim refugees "Before I even woke up for my 

work, [a lady] called me and told me she was in the University Hospital because she and 

her husband were assaulted by a group of Muslims. I ran into the hospital and I found this 

beloved soul with her child, terrified, with jabs. A group of 30-40 people had 

come...accusing them of being Christians and going to church. In fact, one took a liquid 

inside the container and someone tried to [ignite a] fire”) 

Metropolitan Barnabas Tyris (aged 60, office in Neapolis district, Thessaloniki attacked with a 

firebomb on March 6, 2018) 

Bouthayna Kan’o (aged 32, wife of Noubar Mansourati, reported on May 16, 2013 to have been 

put into the sea near Lairos by her Algerian smuggler with no vest and a sabotaged raft, 

rescued) 

Carlos (small child of Rozalin and Josef, drowned while fleeing from Syria on March 18, 2014 off 

Lesbos) 

Metropolitan Chrysostomos (on April 28, 2017 protested the government's removal of the name 'St 

Andrew' from the Patras city hospital, wrote “As you know, the holy apostle Andrew the 

First-Called is the founder of the Church in Patras and the patron of our city. Our city is 

inseparably linked with his name. The apostle Andrew is the breath and life of Patras. [He 

taught and worked miracles here. Patras is the place of his burial, his precious head, and his 

cross, on which he suffered martyrdom] In short, to change the name of the hospital is to 

deny the city’s history itself. In this regard, we believe the hospital should be returned to its 

historical name. This decision will correct this injustice and greatly delight the residents of 

our city”) 

Elias Mansourati (aged 40, brother of Noubar Mansourati, pharmacist, reported on May 16, 2013 

to have been put into the sea near Lairos by his Algerian smuggler with no vest and a 

sabotaged raft, rescued)  

Metropolitan Eusebios Pistolis (on June 7, 2017 defended doctors in Samos who have refused to 

participate in abortions) 

Fadi (son of Suheyla, survived drowning while fleeing from Syria on March 18, 2014 off Lesbos) 

Archimandrite Gregory Zumis (reported from Mt Athos on August 1, 2017 to have criticized the 

government for failing to repeal a 2012 law which imposed property taxes on monastic 

properties, wrote "We live on the Holy Mountain. Some of the monasteries on this sacred 

land have inherited fertile plains, but others—arid and barren mountain slopes. Thus, some 

of the monasteries [thank God!] can provide for themselves, but others struggle to survive, 

relying on people’s charity”) 

Haneen Salem Saman Shasha (daughter of Samah Sami Marogeh, Iraqi refugee, drowned in the 

Aegean Sea on November 17, 2015) 

Haroon Maqbool (father of two, Pakistani refugee, arrived on Lesbos in August 2016, along with 

other Christians was threatened by Muslims, all did not complete registration due to fear 

and left the refugee camp;  

reported on July 17, 2017 to be homeless on the Greek mainland, denied UN refugee status 

due to having left the Lesbos refugee camp) 

Fr Hierotheos Kamitsis (found dead in his apartment in Gerakas on February 13, 2017, had been 

tied to his bed and suffocated) 



 

 

Archbishop Ieronymos II aka Ioannis Liapis (aged 79, criticized the government in Athens on 

October 2, 2017 for a new bill that would allow 15 year olds to change their gender, said 

“All that is game playing. The Church has its own views. Our homeland has its own 

traditions, it has the family, everything else is just contrivances so that we waste our 

time...Have you considered what the role of the Church is, not only in Europe but the entire 

world?...The [Church] has more to offer than all embassies”) 

Metropolitan Ignatius Georgakopoulos (aged 61, reported on April 3, 2017 to have said in Athens 

that the country was heading for catastrophe because it will have only 8 million people by 

2030 due to abortion, social immaturity, devaluation and belittling of motherhood and the 

family, false prosperity, and relativism: “Financial incentives are certainly necessary, but 

the long experience of the Church shows that the demographic problem has its basis 

primarily in spiritual causes”) 

Fr Ilia Kartozia (Georgian citizen, monastery Abbot, drowned during the December 28, 2014 

evacuation of the burning MS Norman Atlantic ferry in Greek territorial waters, Strait of 

Otranto, Adriatic Sea, consoled other passengers and refused to take a lifeboat seat until 

others had been saved) 

Imad Kan’o (brother of Bouthayna Kan’o, reported on May 16, 2013 to have been put into the sea 

near Lairos by his Algerian smuggler with no vest and a sabotaged raft, rescued)  

Jamil Moghrabi (aged 47, father of Mustafa and Amira, Syrian refugee, said on June 17, 2015 "For 

three days we've been sleeping in the street, all of us, with the children. There is war in 

Syria -- we had to leave") 

Johnny Hanna (Syrian refugee, reported on May 16, 2013 to have been left on a deserted island by 

a smuggler without food or water, rescued after a few days) 

Josef (husband of Rozalin, drowned while fleeing from Syria on March 18, 2014 off Lesbos) 

Kamran Iqbal Maseh (Pakistani refugee in Lesbos, as of June 30, 2017 faces imminent 

deportation, may be killed if returned to Pakistan) 

Makis Pavlellis (on or before June 19, 2020 described a church desecration by Muslim refugees 

and its restoration by volunteers in Moria, Lesbos: "...For every 10 times they destroy it, 

we will rebuild it 100 times”) 

Mark Marogeh (son of Stephen Marzena Marogeh and Silvana Sami Marogeh, Iraqi refugee, 

drowned in the Aegean Sea on November 17, 2015) 

Martina (small child of Rozalin and Josef, drowned while fleeing from Syria on March 18, 2014 

off Lesbos) 

Marvin Shasha (son of Samah Sami Marogeh, Iraqi refugee, drowned in the Aegean Sea on 

November 17, 2015) 

Mustafa (aged 9, son of Jamil Moghrabi, Syrian refugee) 

Metropolitan Nicholas of Fthiotida (reported on September 1, 2017  to have said that the 

authorities “are subverting the spiritual foundations of society and trying to transform our 

eternal institutional values. Their end goal is the imposition of a secular status and godless 

state upon Orthodox Greece”, added that the authorities aim to “limit and weaken the 

Church” and expel it to the periphery of public consciousness, under the pretext of 

protecting religious minorities, whose rights are already guaranteed by the Greek 

constitution; 



 

 

said on December 13, 2017 “When the [financial] crisis began, the authorities established 

that in place of ten retiring state employees [including priests], only one new one could be 

taken on for work. But today positions are being given to thousands of officials, while the 

same limitations have remained in relation to the Church. As a result, countless village 

parishes remain without a priest...Do not deceive yourselves — the reduction of clergy is 

not due to financial considerations. There are other motives”) 

Metropolitan Nikiforos Archagelidis (issued a statement in Orestiada on December 27, 2017 that 

was unanimously signed by the clergy of his diocese “Our villages are dying out and 

schools are closing from lack of students. Unfortunately, the authorities are showing their 

indifference to people who want to give birth and raise their children. We demand that the 

government render support to underprivileged and large families instead of wasting huge 

budget funds on financing 300,000 annual abortions...stop the catastrophic decline of 

Greece, which is hanging on the edge of the abyss”) 

Noubar Mansourati (aged 44, Syrian refugee, reported on May 16, 2013 to have been put into the 

sea by his Algerian smuggler with no vest and a sabotaged raft, rescued) 

Reem Boutros (Syrian refugee, reported on May 16, 2013 to have been left on a deserted island by 

a smuggler without food or water, rescued after a few days) 

Romeo Boutros (Syrian refugee, reported on May 16, 2013 to have been left on a deserted island 

by a smuggler without food or water, rescued after a few days) 

Rozalin (daughter of Suheyla, drowned while fleeing from Syria on March 18, 2014 off Lesbos) 

Samah Sami Marogeh (sister of Silvana Sami Marogeh, Iraqi refugee, drowned in the Aegean Sea 

on November 17, 2015) 

Sana George (Syrian refugee, reported on May 16, 2013 to have been left on a deserted island by a 

smuggler without food or water, rescued after a few days) 

Metropolitan Seraphim Mentzenopoulos (told the Minister of Education in writing on January 24, 

2017 that the schools under his jurisdiction in Piraeus would not comply with the ministry's 

latest orders regarding sex education; 

on June 7, 2017 defended doctors in Piraeus who have refused to participate in abortions; 

administrative office in Piraeus attacked with rocks and bottles in the night of November 

26, 2019, glass protecting an icon of Christ on the facade damaged, said “I regret the 

behavior of some of our brethren who thus encroach upon our holy faith. I pray for their 

repentance and salvation”) 

Silvana Sami Marogeh (wife of Stephen Marzena Marogeh, Iraqi refugee, drowned in the Aegean 

Sea on November 17, 2015) 

Sinella and Fimella Mansourati (daughters of Noubar Mansourati and Bouthayna Kan’o, reported 

on May 16, 2013 to have been put into the sea near Lairos by their Algerian smuggler with 

no vests and a sabotaged raft, one rescued, the 5 year old drowned) 

Stephen Marzena Marogeh (husband of Silvana Sami Marogeh, Iraqi refugee, drowned in the 

Aegean Sea on November 17, 2015) 

Fr Stratis aka Efstratios Dimou (said on June 17, 2015 that his parishioners were sympathetic to 

the Syrian and Iraqi refugees, despite the arrival of almost 700 refugees each day "Lesbos 

has always been responsive to issues of refugees [since many people are descended from 



 

 

1922 Turkish refugees]. They have the plight of refugees in their skin") 

Suheyla (aged 53, drowned while fleeing from Syria on March 18, 2014 off Lesbos) 

Fr Vladimir Vigilyansky (Russian citizen, journalist, denied a three year visa to enter the country 

along with his wife in May 2018, told that he would have been granted the visa if he had 

applied as a journalist and not a priest) 

 


