
Today’s Martyrs 
2015-04-12 through 2015-04-18 

 

 
Australia 
Fr Mark Durie (said “There is a kind of popular mood of hatred of Christianity” in response to an 

actor saying she was 'elated' at the destruction by arson in the week prior to Easter of four 
churches where three decades earlier pedophile attacks on children had occurred) 

Date: April 9, 2015 
Location: Melborne, Victoria state 
Source: http://www.couriermail.com.au/news/opinion/opinion-leftist-media-seems-to-be-deaf-

when-it-comes-to-crimes-against-christians/story-fnihsr9v-1227296017878 

 

 
Egypt 
Radi Aziz Sadek (aged 24, disabled, detained by police, reportedly being tortured) 

Amir Fakhry (human rights activist, reported on the detention and torture of Radi Aziz Sadek) 

Date: April 14, 2015 
Location: Bani Ahmed village, Minya province 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60543 

Nadi Mehanna (home and family businesses destroyed by the Muslim Brotherhood in July 2013, 
unable to return to his village, cannot afford medical care for his wife) 

Date: April 15, 2015 
Location: Dalga village, Deir Mawas, Minya province 
Source [with photo]: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60557 

 

 
France 
Laurent Stefanini (adult convert, career diplomat, nominee to be ambassador to the Vatican, 

nomination has apparently become a pawn between anti-Christian pro-homosexual 
activists and their opponents) 

Date reported: April 15, 2015 
Location: Paris 
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Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/frances-proposed-vatican-envoy-is-a-devout-
catholic-and-may-not-even-be-gay 

 

 
India 
Sajan K George (UPDATE: called for the arrest and prosecution of Hindu Mahasabha leader 

Sadhvi Deva Thakur under the religious incitement laws for her statement that the federal 
government should impose emergency rule and forcibly sterilize all Christians and 
Muslims, Thakur also called for the erection of a statue to honor Nathuram Godse, the 
RSS paramilitary member who assassinated Mahatma Ghandi in 1948, and for Hindu 
idols to be placed in all churches and mosques) 

Date: April 13, 2015 
Location: Mumbai 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Radical-Hindu-leader-calls-for-the-forced-sterilisation-

of-Christians-and-Muslims-33962.html 
and http://www.fides.org/en/news/37618-

ASIA_INDIA_Hindu_extremist_leader_Sterilise_Christians_and_Muslims_in_India#.VS
yQccJTEfg 

Fr Eugene Lazarus (described the vandalism of four statues of Mary in his church, one statue had 
a dog chain tied around its neck) 

Sajan K. George (president of the Global Council of Indian Christians; UPDATE: said 
"Recently Arun Jaitley, Minister of Finance, said there is 'evidence that most of the 
attacks on churches have no religious reasons'. Will the media tell the truth now?...Such 
hostility against the Christian minority is only increasing, while the government does 
nothing to stop them and the radical right-wing Hindus continue with their diatribes, such 
as the recent request of forced sterilizations for Christians. The goal of the Hindutva 
brigade is still to create a Hindu Rashtra, a Hindu nation where minorities are second-
class citizens") 

Date: April 16, 2015 
Location: Agra 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Agra,-four-statutes-of-Our-Lady-vandalized-

33998.html 
and http://www.fides.org/en/news/37647-

ASIA_INDIA_Vandalizing_acts_against_a_Catholic_church_in_Uttar_Pradesh#.VTGho
cJTEfg 

Event: House church attacked by more than 30 BJP and RSS paramilitary members, two 
leaders beaten, hospitalized 

Pastor Arul (sermon interrupted, two ribs broken, hospitalized) 

Omkar (beaten, hospitalized) 
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Date: March 15, 2015 
Source: http://www.persecution.com/public/newsroom.aspx?story_ID=%3d373537 

 

 
Iran 
Pastor Saeed Abedini (aged 35, convert, US citizen, husband of Naghmeh Shariat Panahi 

Abedini, father of Rebekka and Jacob, convicted on January 27, 2013 of undermining the 
government by spreading Christianity and sentenced to eight years in prison; UPDATE: 
has been told that he will never be released until he renounces Christ and reverts to Islam) 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: Rajai Shahr Prison  
Source: http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2015/April/Iranian-Prison-Guards-Torment-

American-Pastor/ 

 

 
Iraq 
Imad Aziz (husband of Leila Aziz, refugee) 

Leila Aziz (wife of Imad Aziz, refugee) 

Fr Douglas Bazi (refugee, UPDATE: called on Western governments to protect the lives of 
Christians and not leave them again to be slaughtered: "Open the gates, give my people 
visas") 

Date reported: April 15, 2015 
Location: Erbil, Kurdistan 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150415020954.htm 

Fr Steven (refugee, said “At night we often hear gunfire. But luckily we are quite a bit away 
from the fighting...Back there is my village, Batnaya. I was the last to leave Batnaya. The 
jihadists arrived shortly thereafter") 

Date reported: April 15, 2015 
Location: Alqosh 

Sr Suhama OP (refugee, said “We lost 23 of our monasteries and houses. We were 26 nuns in 
Qaraqosh alone. We led a flourishing community life there. Some of our sisters are 
having trouble getting over the loss. At night they dream of soon being able to return...It 
is our job to be with our people. I don’t believe it will happen, but should the day come 
on which the last Christian leaves Iraq, we priests and nuns will be the last to leave") 
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Randi (seminarian, refugee, said "ISIL has strengthened our vocation. It is fortunate that the 
people have survived. That shows me that God is a God of life and not of property and 
objects. God is taking care of us") 

Deacon Martin (seminarian, refugee) 

Date reported: April 15, 2015 
Location: Erbil, Kurdistan 
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/with-iraqi-christians-besieged-these-are-the-

priest-and-nuns-who-choose-to-stay-76307/ 

 

 
Israel 
Msgr Salim Soussan (condemned the vandalism of a Christian cemetery “This is the seventh 

time that the cemetery has been targeted, the sixth in the past ten years, and the police has 
never been able to find those responsible”) 

Date: April 15, 2015 
Location: Kafr Bir’im 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Maronite-vicar-says-Israeli-police-doing-nothing-to-

catch-vandals-who-attacked-Christian-graveyard-33996.html 

 

 
Kazakhstan 
Nikolai Novikov (aged 34, husband, father of four; UPDATE: police have begun steps to 

prosecute him even though the statute of limitations for his 'offense' has expired) 

Date: April 4, 2015 
Location: Oral 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2056 

 

 
Kenya 
Christians attended Easter Mass after the Garissa University College terror attack 
Dominick Odhiambo (said “We just keep on praying that God can help us, to comfort us in this 

difficult time”) 
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Samuel Wanje (aged 27, said "“Everyone is anxious and you never know what will happen next, 
but we believe the biggest protector is God and we are praying”) 

Roseline Oduor (said “Having courage as a Christian, we just have that faith with coming to 
church. We have gone through what Jesus went through”) 

Date: April 5, 2015 
Location: Garissa 
Source: 

http://www.persecution.com/public/newsroom.aspx?story_ID=%3d373536&featuredstor
y_ID=%3d343935 

 

 
Lebanon 
Suhail Gabriel (aged 47, English teacher, Syrian refugee, fled his village during a February 2015 

ISIL attack with his wife and daughter on his motorcycle in their pajamas, said "None of 
us will ever be able to return to Syria. We know that, and so we know that our lives will 
have to built in other countries") 

Samir Khizan (aged 49, Syrian refugee, described how her 70 yer old brother was forced by ISIL 
to destroy religious item in his home "They told him to crush them with his feet, so he 
closed his eyes and quietly asked God for forgiveness before he did") 

Andre Hermes (aged 60, brother of Awiyeh Hermes, Syrian refugee, said of ISIL "They treat us 
like we're animals") 

Habib Afram (UPDATE: said "What we have faced is atrocity after atrocity...They [ISIL] don't 
want to just take your land or kick you out of your villages - they want to erase your past, 
your heritage") 

Date reported: April 15, 2015 
Location: Beirut 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150415145104.htm 

 

 
Niger 
Pastor Musa Issa (husband of Ruth Issa, said of the January 16, 2015 rioting in which his church 

and 68 other churches were burnt and 10 Christians killed "When the first and second 
wave of rioters came, some of my Muslim neighbors stood in front of the church. But as 
more rioters attacked with deadlier weapons, it became too dangerous - so I told them to 
let them in") 
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Ruth Issa (wife of Pastor Musa Issa, said of the rioters "My prayer is that they would come to 
know Jesus and that the Lord would touch them even in a dream. I want God to do to 
them what He did to Paul the Apostle when he persecuted Christians. God touched him 
on his way to Damascus. I want those men to experience the same touch from God!") 

Pastor Zakaria Jadi (UPDATE: said "The mob kept chanting over and over in Arabic 'God is 
great!' God is great' as they robbed and burned my home. I've lived with Muslims all my 
life. I know a Muslim when he stands in front of me!") 

Rev Kimso Boureima (UPDATE: said "I tell our brothers and sisters that we don't wrestle 
against flesh and blood but against principalities. We have to encourage ourselves 
because persecution is part of the life of the Church. There is no church that existed 
without persecution") 

David Bye (teacher, said of the rioters who attacked his school and left Islamic scriptures "I think 
this message on the blackboard they are trying to tell us that we really don't belong here. 
This is a Muslim area and they want to keep it pure for them. They don't want any 
Christians here") 

Date reported: April 16, 2015 
Source: http://www.gospelherald.com/articles/55165/20150416/christians-in-niger-forgive-

muslims-who-burned-churches-and-killed-believers-we-want-them-to-know-jesus-
christ.htm 

 

 
Nigeria 
Dr Rebecca Dali (wife of Rev Samuel Dante Dali; UPDATE: said near the first anniversary of 

the abduction of the 232 schoolgirls from Chibok “We don’t know about their fate. If 
Boko Haram married them off, as they claimed, and took them as their wives, some of 
them may be killed by now. Because in recent weeks, as the Army advances against 
them, witnesses report that militants have slaughtered lots of their wives. They said they 
don’t want infidels to marry their wives”) 

Date: April 13, 2015 
Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/04/3808932 

 

 
North Korea 
Rev Kim Dong-Shik (U.S. permanent resident, abducted in China by North Korean agents where 

he had operated underground shelters for North Korean refugees, later died of starvation 
after months of torture in a North Korean prison camp; UPDATE: family awarded a 
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US$330 million wrongful death settlement in a U.S. court against the North Korean 
government) 

Date: April 13, 2015 
Location: Washington, DC 
Source [with photo]: http://www.christianpost.com/news/us-court-awards-330-million-to-family-

of-slain-missionary-in-landmark-judgment-against-north-korea-137448/ 

 

 
Pakistan 
Nouman Masih (aged 14, tailor, set on fire by two Muslims in a random attack, attack began 

after he admitted he was a Christian, hospitalized with 55% of his body burnt, fears he 
will be killed in a future attack; UPDATE: died of his injuries, reported to have forgiven 
his attackers but still wanted them prosecuted to deter future attacks) 

Aneeqa Maria Akhtar (attorney; UPDATE: said that the death of Nouman Masih after being set 
afire was suspicious because doctors had not expected death, the police refused to take 
his statements on the religious motives of the attackers, and because police restricted 
access to him and prevented her from asking him certain questions as he lay in the 
hospital) 

Nadeem Masih (uncle and foster father of Nouman Masih, accused by Muslim relatives of 
having set him on fire due to the family dispute over the estate of Nouman Masih' father) 

Saba Masih (aged 22, sister of Nouman Masih, defended her uncle “Uncle Nadeem and his wife 
raised us just like their own children. It was only after this incident that most of our 
neighbors had come to know that they weren’t our real parents”) 

Date: April 10-14, 2015 
Location: Lahore, Punjab province 
Source [warning - graphic]: http://www.christianpost.com/news/two-muslims-burn-14-year-old-

christian-boy-in-pakistan-victim-in-hospital-with-55-burn-137348/ 
and http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5281 
and http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5288 
and http://morningstarnews.org/2015/04/police-in-pakistan-deny-christian-youths-statement-

on-who-set-him-on-fire-killed-him/ 
and http://www.christianpost.com/news/pakistani-christian-boy-set-on-fire-dies-from-burns-

over-55-of-his-body-forgives-his-muslim-attackers-137580/ 
 

Aasiya Noreen aka Asia Bibi (wife of Ashiq Masih, mother of five, UPDATE: still incarcerated 
in Multan jail on a 2009 blasphemy conviction and death sentence) 

Ashiq Masih (husband of Aasiya Noreen aka Asia Bibi: UPDATE: met with Pope Francis) 

Isham (aged 14, daughter of Aasiya Noreen aka Asia Bibi and Ashiq Masih, met with Pope 
Francis) 
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Date: April 15, 2015 
Location: Vatican City 
Source [with photo]: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/papal-blessings-for-asia-bibis-

family-as-death-sentence-still-looms-43179/ 

Debra Lobo (aged 55, wife, mother of two, missionary and school administrator, U.S. citizen, in 
critical condition after being shot twice by Islamic militants while leaving work at the 
Jinnah Medical and Dental College) 

Date: April 16, 2015 
Location: Karachi 
Source: http://www.charismanews.com/world/49247-terrorists-shoot-american-missionary-in-

the-head 

Sardar Mushtaq Gill (attorney; UPDATE: described an attack on St Franciscan [sic] High 
School "They were [two] masked men, armed on motorcycles. They were masked with 
their faces covered. It was in front of school. When they started firing, the guard 
intercepted. After making them injured, they fled away", also described the student who 
was shot "He is a Christian student and was admitted to the hospital. Just a few minutes 
ago, I received a phone call from our colleague and he told me that the condition is 
better") 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: Behar colony [ghetto], Lahore, Punjab province 

Source: http://www.christianpost.com/news/muslim-hardline-gunmen-open-fire-on-catholic-
school-in-pakistan-injured-christian-student-taken-to-hospital-
137730/#h4Sm6ZuM79UIDoix.99 

 

 
Syria 
Safouh Al-Mosleh (aged 40-plus, Caritas employee, killed in a mortar attack) 

Date: April 7, 2015 
Location: Aleppo 

Micheal Abaji (aged 53, supervisor of the St Elias Assyrian Catholic Monastery for the elderly, 
killed in a market by an explosive drum along with at least 20 others) 

Date: April 10, 2015 
Location: Aleppo 

Event: Up to 40 Christians killed in a rocket attack 
Anwar George Simon (aged 21, brother of Michel George Simon, Salesian Cooperator, killed 

along with his mother Minerva) 

Michel George Simon (aged 17, brother of Anwar George Simon, Salesian Cooperator, killed 
along with his mother Minerva) 
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Minerva Micheal Ghazal El Bar (killed) 

Tony Qaswat (killed along with his wife and two daughters)  

Maha Jamil Dyarbakerli (killed) 

Donna Jean Jacob (killed) 

Johnny Beshish (killed) 

Juliana Beshish (killed) 

Bishop George Abu Khazen OFM (UPDATE: said “Over night between Friday and Saturday, in 
the middle the Orthodox Easter, the Christian area was heavily shelled by heavy 
weapons, and rockets, which we never saw before, up to three meters long - [this is] 
something new, with enormous destructive power, we had become used to gunfire and 
mortars. [Now] five-story buildings have been gutted, buildings razed to the ground. 
People are afraid to go out into the street and are trapped...[I have] never seen anything 
like it....We wept when we saw the suffering in the eyes of the people, the scores of 
bodies under the rubble of collapsed houses. In the Christian quarter alone, we have 
already buried 12 people, including four from the same family. But there are still several 
bodies under the rubble, as well as people with serious injuries and we expect the toll to 
get worse in the coming hours") 

Date: April 10, 2015 
Location: Sulaymaniyah district, Aleppo 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/As-the-conflict-escalates,-the-situation-in-Aleppo’s-

Christian-quarter-worsens,-says-apostolic-vicar-33975.html 
and http://www.aina.org/news/20150413162921.htm 
and http://www.fides.org/en/news/37624-

ASIA_SYRIA_Bombings_on_Christian_neighborhoods_in_Aleppo_also_two_young_Sa
lesian_animators_killed#.VS3vEcJTEfg 

and http://www.caritas.org/2015/04/caritas-mourns-colleague-killed-in-syria/ 

Athur Ishak (aged 32, mother of Ashur Francis, has refused to leave her village despite ISIL 
attacks, has prepared food and coffee for the Christians and Kurds who defend it) 

Ashur Francis (aged 9, son of Athur Ishak, has refused to leave his mother, told her "I want to 
die with you in our town") 

Date reported: April 15, 2015 
Location: Tel Tamer 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150415145618.htm 

Awiyeh Hermes (brother of Andre Hermes, refused to leave his home, whereabouts unknown, 
likely abducted by ISIL) 

Date: February 2015 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150415145104.htm 
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Tanzania 
Peter (church leader, said that Christian opposition to a bill establishing Islamic courts resulted in 

three gunmen attacking a church with police injured, said "There is a lot of tension now 
between Christians and Muslims and we fear civil war might erupt”) 

Date: April 5, 2015 
Location: Mkuranga, Pwani region 

Bishop Ediger (said that opposition to a bill establishing Islamic courts resulted in seven 
churches destroyed by arson, one pastor killed, and a youth minister seriously injured) 

Date: April 14, 2015 
Location: Bukoba 

Bishop Gwajima (arrested and denied bail along with 15 pastors for opposing a bill establishing 
Islamic courts) 

Date reported: April 15, 2015 

Juma (convert from Islam, missing after returning home to retrieve clothes and academic 
certificates) 

Date: mid-February 2015 
Location: Mafia Island 
Source: https://barnabasfund.org/news/Tanzanian-government-forced-to-review-Islamic--courts-

bill-in-light-of-Christian-opposition 

 

 
Uganda 
Hassan Muwanguzi (UPDATE: has founded a private school, reported that five students who 

converted from Islam cannot be enrolled because their Muslim former schools refuse to 
write letters of recommendation) 

Date reported: April 14, 2015 
Location: Budaka district  
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/04/christian-girl-in-uganda-seriously-injured-

traumatized-after-gang-rape-father-says/ 

 

 
United Kingdom 
Aisleen Hubert (aged 21, as of October 27, 2014 has brought a private prosecution against 2 

doctors implicated in illegal gender-selection abortions after Crown prosecutors refused 
to prosecute; Crown prosecutors announced on March 13, 2015 that they would take over 
and then drop the prosecutions as 'not in the public interest', have refused to release her 

https://barnabasfund.org/news/Tanzanian-government-forced-to-review-Islamic--courts-bill-in-light-of-Christian-opposition
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video recordings of the doctors agreeing to abort females, which is a crime under UK 
law; UPDATE: has been ordered to pay £25,000 - US$36,800 - to the court in costs for 
bringing the prosecution, said “There is a huge injustice here. There was clear video 
evidence that two doctors were willing to offer an abortion on the grounds of the child 
being the ‘wrong’ gender. That is against the law and yet the CPS and the Judge were not 
prepared to allow evidence to come to Court that could have secured a conviction. Every 
week CCTV footage is used by police and the CPS to convict criminals in our Magistrate 
and Crown Courts and yet, in this case, the CPS and the judge have turned a blind eye”) 

Andrea Minichiello Williams (UPDATE: said of the court decision to charge Aisleen Hubert 
with court costs "These doctors were breaking the law when they agreed to offer 
abortions on the basis of gender. As a result of the judge’s decision, baby girls in the 
womb in Britain remain at risk...The judge has acted politically by refusing to order into 
evidence the footage that could have secured a conviction. He has taken sides with the 
establishment, which wants to brush this hugely contentious issue under the carpet. He 
has allowed the CPS to get away with failing to do its job and used his power to impose a 
heavy penalty on a young woman who is passionate about justice...Hurdle after hurdle 
has been erected in this case") 

Date: April 13, 2015 
Location: Manchester 
Source: http://www.christianconcern.com/our-concerns/abortion/judge-orders-25k-costs-against-

anti-gender-abortion-campaigner 

 

 
United States - California 
Archbishop Salvatore Cordileone (UPDATE: has become the subject of a newspaper ad signed 

by a number of prominent 'self-identified' Catholics calling on Pope Francis to remove 
him for his attempts to promote traditional Christian morality in Catholic schools) 

Date: April 16, 2015 
Location: San Francisco 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/prominent-catholics-attacking-archbishop-

cordileone-are-big-donors-to-pelos 

United States - Illinois 
Cardinal Francis George (aged 78; UPDATE: died of cancer) 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: Chicago 
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/cardinal-francis-george-of-chicago-dies-at-

78-58911/ 

United States - New Jersey 
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Patricia Jannuzzi (aged 57, parochial high school religious teacher, effectively fired from her 
teaching position on March 12, 2015 for commenting on Facebook that arguments in 
favor of same sex marriage were “bologna”; UPDATE: reinstated, principal called the 
media coverage of her position “erroneous and hurtful”) 

Date: April 10, 2015 
Location: Somerville 
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-controversy-nj-catholic-school-

reinstates-teacher-with-plea-for-truth-and-charity-44523/ 

 

 
Uzbekistan 
Gulzhahon Kuzebayeva (home entered and searched by police without warrant on July 11, 2014, 

friends and relatives under constant questioning by police; UPDATE: has been in hiding 
since at least February 23, 2015 due to fear of torture under interrogation, police have 
been unable to arrest her) 

Date: April 14, 2015 
Location: Kashi 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2055 

 

 

Today’s Martyrs 
2490 Black Rock Turnpike #455 

Fairfield CT 06825-2400 
http://todaysmartyrs.org/ 

Permission is granted to copy, disseminate and forward this document without charge or fee,  
provided no changes are made and full attribution is made to Today’s Martyrs 

 

http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-controversy-nj-catholic-school-reinstates-teacher-with-plea-for-truth-and-charity-44523/
http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-controversy-nj-catholic-school-reinstates-teacher-with-plea-for-truth-and-charity-44523/
http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2055
http://todaysmartyrs.org/

