
Today’s Martyrs 
2015-04-19 through 2015-04-25 

 

 
Bangladesh 
Event: Tribal congregation attacked during Mass, US$4,437 stolen, Bibles, crosses, 

religious pictures, musical instruments, and homes destroyed, goats and chickens 
killed 

Fr James Kiron Rozario CSC (congregation attacked during Mass, tried to protect them, stabbed, 
in serious condition) 

Bishop Bejoy N D’Cruze OMI (reported on the attack, said "We want justice and security for our 
priests and our faithful. We hope that the government will find a peaceful solution and 
that our people can live free from tensions") 

Nirmal Rozario (general secretary of the Bangladesh Christian Association; UPDATE: said "We 
express our strong condemnation of the attack on the priest and the community. We 
demand that the perpetrators are caught and brought to justice") 

Date: April 6, 2015 
Location: Moulovobazar district 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Bishop-of-Sylhet:-Protection-for-tribal-Catholics,-

victims-of-expropriation-and-threats-34004.html 

 

 
Cameroon 
Bishop Bruno Ateba (UPDATE: wrote that Boko Haram continues to spread into his country, 

that in his diocese two staff members, three catechists, and more than thirty Catholics 
have been murdered since 2014, that 2,000 abductions of children and teens have 
occurred, and that local Muslims are also being killed, also wrote “Today we beseech 
your attention, your prayers and your help. Help us to bring an end to this nameless 
brutality that is destroying all hope for the future and bringing to nothing all the hard 
work of generations of believers”) 

Date: April 24, 2015 
Location: Maroua-Mokolo  
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/bishop-boko-haram-is-spreading-to-

cameroon-while-the-world-looks-the-other-way-52546/ 
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Canada 
Mary Wagner (UPDATE: convicted of breaching a probation order and of criminal mischief for 

entering an abortion clinic and counseling clients to not proceed with abortion) 

Date: April 16, 2015 
Location: Toronto 

Linda Gibbons (UPDATE: arrested at an abortion clinic) 

Date: March 24, 2015 
Location: east York 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/canadian-pro-lifer-mary-wagners-been-jailed-four-

months-but-the-crown-wants 

 

 
Egypt 
Abram Lewis (Association of Victims of Abductions and Forced Disappearances; UPDATE: has 

received multiple death threats and insults to Christianity on his cell phone) 

Date: April 19, 2015 
Source: http://www.copts-united.com/English/Details.php?I=1359&A=18419 

Bishop Antonios Aziz Mina (UPDATE: spoke on the shooting and beheading of 30 Ethiopian 
Christian refugees by ISIL in Libya "But in the great pain we continue to look at these 
events with the eyes of faith. The chain of martyrs has not finished, and will accompany 
the whole history until the end. Christians do not seek martyrdom, they want to live in 
peace and joy. But if martyrdom comes, it is comforting to see that it can be accepted 
with the same peace which was accepted by the Copts who pronounced the name of 
Christ and they relied on Him as they were being slaughtered. The Church has never 
complained of martyrdom, but has always celebrated martyrs as those in whom, while 
they are being killed, the great and consoling victory of Christ shines") 

Date: April 19, 2015 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37662-

AFRICA_EGYPT_Coptic_Bishop_Antonios_Aziz_Mina_on_Ethiopian_Christians_mass
acred_the_martyrs_are_those_in_whom_the_great_and_consoling_victory_of_Christ_shi
nes#.VTW9-MJTEfh 

Gamila Basilious (aged 48, wife, stabbed to death, body dumped in a canal) 

Date: April 21, 2015 
Location: Minya province 
Source: http://www.copts-united.com/English/Details.php?I=1362&A=18465 

and http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60638#.VTh-esJTEfg 
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Ethiopia 
Patriarch Mathias (aged 72; UPDATE: cancelled a trip to Yerevan, Armenia, for the 

commemoration of the 1915 Armenian genocide, in response to the shooting and 
beheading of 30 Ethiopian Christian refugees by ISIL in Libya) 

Tesfaye Wolde (brother of Balcha Belete, who was executed by ISIL in Libya) 

Ahaza Kassaye (mother of Eyasu Yekuneamelak, who was executed by ISIL in Libya) 

Seyoum Yekuneamelak (brother of Eyasu Yekuneamelak, who was executed by ISIL in Libya)  

Helen Tamene Gebre (arrested with 28 other women and 6 men for attending a Christian service 
in a private home in Saudi Arabia on December 15, 2011; deported as of August 3, 2012; 
UPDATE: said “We are proud of our brothers. They are poor, but they gave their lives 
for Jesus. They will be honored for all time by Ethiopians”) 

Date: April 19, 2015 
Location: Addis Ababa 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37662-

AFRICA_EGYPT_Coptic_Bishop_Antonios_Aziz_Mina_on_Ethiopian_Christians_mass
acred_the_martyrs_are_those_in_whom_the_great_and_consoling_victory_of_Christ_shi
nes#.VTW9-MJTEfh 

and http://www.persecution.org/2015/04/20/ethiopia-mourns-murders-of-30-ethiopian-
christians-brutally-slain-by-isis-in-video/ 

and http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-3047156/Ethiopia-hold-national-mourning-
IS-group-kills-Christians.html 

and http://www.nytimes.com/2015/04/23/world/africa/grief-mixes-with-anger-over-christian-
ethiopian-deaths.html?ref=africa&_r=0 

 

 
Germany 
Archpriest Peter Pakholkov (described the bombing of the Church of the Holy Prince Vladimir 

by the Konigsberg Legion, a neo-Nazi group) 

Date: April 10, 2015 
Location: Berlin 
Source: http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/78878.htm 
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India 
Pastor Ashok Wagh (accused along with three other pastors of forcibly conversions to 

Christianity, detained for two days allegedly for their own protection) 

Date: March 16, 2015 
Location: Multai, Madhya Pradesh state 

James D’Souza (described a Hindu extremist mob attack on a Bible convention, said “The police 
registered a case against three attackers, however they were released on bail the very 
same night”) 

Date: March 20, 2015 
Location: Jabalpur, Madhya Pradesh state 
Source: https://barnabasfund.org/news/Indian-pastors-falsely-accused-of-forced-conversion 

Event: More parishioners respond to the church vandalism in which a statue had a dog 
chain wrapped around its neck 

Vincent Rozario (said “This is the beginning and it is not good. We have been hearing about 
attacks on churches in Delhi and elsewhere in the country but we were very sure nothing 
of this sort would happen here. This is very distressing”) 

Alfred Rozamio (said “I was born and brought up here and it hurts to see there is so much hatred 
growing among people…. I don’t know why they [the attackers] stooped so low and what 
they wanted to achieve”) 

Helen Jain (said “the incident has made us cautious and we will have to tread carefully”) 

Fr Joseph Chinnayan (Catholic Bishops Conference of India deputy secretary-general , wrote 
"The way the venerable statues were attacked and desecrated to bring maximum shame 
and disgrace on the icons confirm that these were not just mere acts of vandalism, but 
well planned dastardly acts, aimed at deeply wounding the religious feelings and creating 
a feeling of insecurity among the minorities") 

Date: April 16, 2015 
Location: Agra 
Source: http://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-christians-express-shock-over-agra-church-

attack/73414 

Event: Church meeting attacked by RSS paramilitaries and Bajrang Dal youth members 
Pastor Y Prathap (beaten, upper lip cut, said “The extremists with knives and clubs stormed the 

prayer meeting and randomly beat up the Christians, including one pregnant woman and 
children, and threatened to stab the Christians with their knives...It was only after four 
days that an FIR [police report] was registered against the attackers following the state 
home minister’s instruction to make the arrests”) 

Pastor Sudhakar (beaten, leg broken, hospitalized) 

Pastor Timothy (beaten, hands fractured) 

Pastor Yesu Tidam (beaten, hands fractured) 

Rev Sunder Paul (described the attack, said “The SHO [police station] booked the attackers 
under petty sections, while they should be booked under more serious sections of the 
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Indian Penal Code as they hurt our religious sentiments by hurling verbal abuse against 
our faith, and our friend Pastor Sudharkar is still battling for life in the hospital”) 

Date: April 8, 2015 
Location: Pebbair village, Mahabubnagar district, Telangana state 

Rev Christopher Meesaul (returned with his parishioners from an outdoor sunrise service to their 
church to find two Hindu nationalist flags flying inside it, took down the flags, Hindu 
nationalists later invaded the service, threw the flags into a sewer and photographed 
them, forced to end the service and forcibly taken to a Hindu temple, said that on the way 
“The extremists mob were walking both on my left and right sides, and some were 
walking behind me while they all mocked me, abused my faith in Christ, pushed and 
slapped me from both sides, and they kicked me from behind as well”, rescued by police, 
added “Under the extremists’ pressure, the police officials told me to move back the front 
side of the church from the road by three feet, and they told me to oblige and not to file 
any police complaint on the matter. I was compelled to do it”) 

Date: April 5, 2015 
Location: Makthal Mandhal village, Mahabubnagar district, Telangana state 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/04/bones-broken-in-attack-on-evangelistic-gathering-

in-telangana-state-india/ 

Event: Two schools were invaded and vandalized by 60 members of the Akhil Bharatiya 
Vidyarthi Parishad [ABVP], the student branch of the Hindu nationalist Bharatiya 
Janata Party [BPJ] 

Sr Clerita De Mello (principal of Holy Cross School, said the attackers used a “violent and 
threatening tone”) 

Fr PJ James (principal of St Xavier school, said "I'm not sure what they were opposing or 
protesting. They wanted me to close down the school, saying that we have 
commercialized education. It was no point in reasoning with them...A pattern is emerging 
… and that shows they are against minority-run institutions”) 

Fr Gerald D’Souza (said "[The attacks are] part of a plan to scare away Christian missionaries”) 

Date: April 21, 2015 
Location: Hazaribagh, Jharkhand state 
Source: http://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-police-arrest-16-after-attack-on-christian-

schools/73428 

Sadavir (husband of Jani, father of three, abducted by Maoist militants, tied to a tree, beaten in 
front of his wife, mother, and sister, died when his chest was pierced with a trishula, a 
Hindu three pronged spear) 

Jani (aged 27, widow of Sadavir, mother of three, witnessed her husband's murder) 

Date: January 22, 2015 
Location: Dantewada district, Chhattisgarh state 
Source: http://www.persecution.com/public/newsroom.aspx?story_ID=%3d373538 
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Iraq 
Fr Behnam Benoka (commented on the car bombing of the United States consulate which killed 

3 and injured 14 in the only city left as a refuge for Christians in the country “Certainly, 
everyone will be very concerned about this situation. We hope nothing more comes. We 
hope this refuge remains solid and strong, safe. This is what we hope because we have 
nowhere else to go”) 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: Erbil, Kurdistan 
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/ankawa-bomb-attack-strikes-unease-in-

refugees-with-nowhere-else-to-go-45334/ 

Fr Gabriel Gorgis (said "Look around at our history. We have been here for thousands of years. 
Wouldn't it be a shame to the world and future generations to lose us?")  

Athra Kado (Syriac language teacher) 

Riven Nafe (engineer) 

Date: April 21, 2015 
Location: al-Qosh 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150421134310.htm 

 

 
Italy 
Fr Lanfranco Rossi (aged 60, killed by strangulation after beaten with a blunt object) 

Date: April 12, 2015 
Location: San Feliciano 
Source: http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/04/22/priest-found-murdered-in-outskirts-

of-rome/ 

 

 
Kenya 
Event: Garissa University College Islamic terror attack 
Alfred Mutua (shot in the leg, survived) 

Anderson Owalo (shot five times, survived) 

Daisy Onyango (aged 20, hid from the terrorists, survived) 
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Elias Magangi Nyangwono (aged 23, first year education major, escaped the terror attack, two 
roommates - Isaac Pop Bushen Kosgei and Gideon - were killed) 

Eva Chepkemoi (shot in the left leg, survived) 

Frederick Gitonga (aged 21, student, survived the terror attack on Garissa University College 
because he had been up late praying with a classmate and missed the morning prayer 
meeting, hid under his bed) 

Kaberia Muiti (shot twice in the back, survived) 

Mercy Chepkorir (shot in both legs, survived) 

Peter Njue (shot in the chest, stomach and left arm, survived) 

Rachel Gikonyo (shot seven times in her stomach and chest, survived, cannot feel her legs due to 
spinal damage) 

Abel Mukhwana Watola (killed) 

Adhola Ochiel (killed) 

Aggrey Momanyi (killed) 

Agnes Mwende Muthama (killed) 

Agnetta Chite (killed) 

Alex Mueri Muchiro (killed) 

Alex Omorwa Mogaka (aged 19, only child, killed) 

Alice Anyango Oduor (killed) 

Alice Mbete Mulu (killed) 

Amos Wanyonyi Mwangangi (killed) 

Annetter Miller (killed) 

Angela KaJojo Nyokabi Githakwa (aged 21, killed) 

Anna Bosibori Ongwae (killed) 

Aquilla Mulekye Mulei (killed) 

Ayub Njau Kimotho (aged 21, second year business major, killed) 

Beatrice Njeri Thinwa (aged 20, killed) 

Bernard Kipkemboi Tonui (police officer, RECCE [SWAT] team, killed) 

Beth Njambi Gakenya (killed) 

Bilha Njeri Gitau (killed) 

Branton Wakhungu Anyanza (aged 20, killed) 

Caroline Karimi Gicovi (killed) 

Caroline Koech (killed) 

Caroline Mukami Ndumia (aged 20, killed) 



Carolyne Njoki Gathito (killed) 

Catherine Mbithe Mutuku (killed) 

Christopher Odhiambo Okoth (killed) 

Christopher Onderi Nyakundi (killed) 

Clinton Nyang'au Keffa (killed) 

Cyrus Sila Mutuko (killed) 

Dadley Mose (killed) 

Dan Mwiti (killed) 

David Emmanuel Otieno (killed) 

Dennis Munuve (killed) 

Dennis Ouma Onyango (killed) 

Dianah Musabi (killed) 

Dorcas Kagusina Julius (killed) 

Doreen 'Special Rose' Gakii (killed) 

Dorothy Nyongesa (killed) 

Duncan Mwendwa Kalekye (killed) 

Duncan Mwitu Baini (killed) 

Ebby Alice Omari (killed) 

Edna Muthoni Michael (killed) 

Edward Wafula (killed) 

Elider Obiero Atieno (killed) 

Eliud Wafula Musambai (killed) 

Elizabeth Kerubo Nyangarora (killed) 

Elizabeth Nafula (killed) 

Emily Namaemba (killed) 

Emma Mutahi (killed) 

Eric Ondari Nyabuto (killed) 

Erick Gwaro Kombo (killed) 

Evans (student, killed) 

Everlyne Lodengo (killed) 

Faith Kendi Gituma (killed) 

Faith Kinyala (killed) 

Franciscah Ndungwa Joseph (killed) 



Fredrick Okoth Odhiambo (killed) 

Gideon Bryson Mwakuleghwa (aged 21, education major, killed) 

Gideon Kipkurui (killed) 

Hanna Nduta (killed) 

Harriet Chemoita Andole (killed) 

Hellen (killed) 

Isaia Chebukto (killed) 

Ivy Beatrice Wanjiku Kihia (killed) 

Jacinta Mwinza Musyoki (killed) 

Jacinta Njeri Mwangi (only child, killed) 

Jacinta Njoki Miller (second year student, Red Cross treasurer, killed) 

Jackson Kipketer Tanui (killed) 

Jacob Makokha (killed) 

James Ochonde (killed) 

Jane Kanorio (killed) 

Jane Nyambura Mugera (killed) 

Janet Akinyi (texted her boyfriend to say she loved him before she was killed) 

Jeff Macharia Ninjire (killed) 

Jessica Cherono (killed) 

Joash Obare Mosiria (killed) 

Job Njue (student, Red Cross volunteer, UN High Commissioner of Refugees worker, killed) 

John Mwani Maina (killed) 

Jolly Kananya (killed) 

Joseph Ngacha Nderitu (killed) 

Josephine Nyaboke Onyancha (killed) 

Joyce Wakiuru Waweru (killed) 

Judith Chepkemboi (aged 19, education major, killed) 

Kennedy Ouma Glenson Echessa (killed) 

Kevin Langat (killed) 

Kevin Ouma Odongo (killed) 

Laban Kumba Daniel Kangeni (student, attempted to disarm one of the terrorists, killed) 

Leah N Wafula (aged 21, killed) 

Lucy Nyambura (killed) 



Lucy Waithira Irungu (killed) 

Lydia Melody Akoth Obondi (killed) 

Macline Ubue (killed) 

Marion Musenya (killed) 

Mary Muchiri Shree (killed) 

Mary Wanjiru Muchiri (killed) 

Mildred Chitechi (killed) 

Mildred Nyendo Wakholi (killed) 

Milton Namai Mukhwana (killed) 

Miriam Hawa (killed) 

Mlindiro Peter Magio (killed) 

Monica Ngwasi (killed) 

Moses Njuguna (killed) 

Mukhwana Abel (killed) 

Mumo Kilozo (killed) 

Mwende (killed) 

Newton Karani (killed) 

Oliver Maina (killed) 

Onyinkwa Susan Kwamboka (killed) 

Peter Maside Nyangure (aged 32, police officer, expectant father, killed) 

Peter Odhiambo Omondi (killed) 

Peter Yule (killed) 

Philomena Kasyoka Munyoki (killed) 

Philemon Thakaramoi Madaa (killed) 

Prisca Auma Wayodi (killed) 

Pricilla Kathure Akwalu (killed) 

Purity Kawira Kaunyangi (killed) 

Risper Maggie (killed) 

Romana Sambu Chelagat (killed) 

Ruth Esiromo Nakhanu (killed) 

Salome Wambui Kinuthia (killed) 

Samuel Michere Gakuru (killed) 

Samuel Mutiso Musau (killed) 



Samuel Mwangi Maingi (aged 24, business major, killed) 

Samuel Nyabote (education major, killed) 

Shelia Cherop (killed) 

Solomon Oludo (KDF soldier, killed) 

Stella Wamalwa Nyongesa (killed) 

Stephen Mutua (killed) 

Susan Akinyi Othwila (killed) 

Susan Anyango Othwilla (killed) 

Susan Nduta Wangare (killed) 

Thomas Nyaiburi (killed) 

Tobias Simiyu (killed) 

Tony Opiyo Ochieng (killed) 

Tony Wangu (killed) 

Tracy Angela (killed) 

Veronica Felix (killed) 

Veronica Syokau (second year student, killed) 

Victor Mbogo (killed) 

Virginia Simiyu (killed) 

Yvonne Makori (killed) 

Date: April 2, 2015 
Location: Garissa 

Frederick Gitonga (aged 21, student; UPDATE: said at a memorial service “It’s so painful to see 
people you know butchered like cows. They died for confessing Christ, but I put it to 
you… Who will stand up and say enough is enough?”) 

Bishop Mark Kariuki (UPDATE: said “Churches have been bombed. People have been killed. 
Are we going to sit and wait for the next attack? We must stand up and say enough is 
enough!”) 

Date: April 9, 2015 
Location: Nairobi 

Frederick Gitonga (aged 21, student; UPDATE: said “Please pray for us...Many saw sights too 
horrible to describe. Pray for me too. I need peace of mind, strength and wisdom. I am 
struggling with dreams that cause me to snap awake, then cannot get back to sleep. I find 
myself remembering the horror of that day. The sounds and smells come back clearly...I 
have not been to my home area since the incident because I felt I could not rest until my 
friends are laid to rest. This weekend I and two other Fellowship of Christian University 
Students’ officials will travel to Bungoma, Western Kenya, to lay our friends Edward, 



Evans, Emily and Tobias to rest. Then I will attend Sammy and Philomena’s burials in 
Kitui, before I finally go home to rest. It is much, but these were not just fellow students 
and fellow CU officials, they were also my close friends and prayer partners. I have to 
say goodbye”) 

Dr Nelson Makanda (deputy general secretary of the National Council of Churches, said “We 
have come together because a Christian community has been butchered. They are, to us, 
martyrs of today. They chose to live faith and died for it...Northern Kenya is being 
asserted as a zone of a certain religion. We need to ask, is this what we want? Christians 
have a right to any part within the Kenyan borders”)  

Date: April 13, 2015 
Source [with photos]: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/04/3808973/ 

and https://twitter.com/search?q=%23147notjustanumber&src=tyah 

 

 
Libya 
Balcha Belete (Ethiopian citizen, brother of Tesfaye Wolde, electrician, executed by ISIL) 

Eyasu Yekuneamelak (Ethiopian citizen, son of Ahaza Kassaye, executed by ISIL) 

Date: on or before April 19, 2015 
Source: http://www.dailymail.co.uk/wires/afp/article-3047156/Ethiopia-hold-national-mourning-

IS-group-kills-Christians.html 

Event: Five Eritrean teen boys were captured and forced to watch the execution of the 30 
Ethiopians by ISIL, later escaped 

Nael Goitom (aged 16, said "I'm starting to process it now. Until a few days ago it was just a 
matter of survival. Now I have a lot of nightmares, I keep seeing people being 
slaughtered and shot one by one") 

Yohannes Mebrahtu  

Thomas Ghiwet  

Abraham Naizghi  

Aman Shishay 

Date captured: March 3, 2015 
Date escaped: April 7, 2015 
Source: http://www.ibtimes.co.uk/i-watched-isis-beheading-christians-eritrean-teen-migrant-

forced-witness-libya-massacre-1497874 
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Malaysia 
Rev Dr Hermen Shastri (Council of Churches Malaysia general-secretary; UPDATE: 

condemned the forced removal of a cross from atop a church, wrote "It is obvious that 
there is a political agenda behind such acts from certain quarters, who are out to instigate 
and increase inter-religious tensions in the state. The CCM wishes to register its 
discontent and displeasure, at the way a small group of demonstrators at Taman Medan 
had taken the law into their own hands, by disrupting the worship of a church and making 
religiously insensitive demands that pertain to the sacred symbol of Christians”) 

Date: April 19, 2015 
Location: Taman Medan, Petaling Jaya  
Source: http://www.ucanews.com/news/malaysia-church-removes-cross-following-protest-by-

local-muslims/73413 

 

 
Nigeria 
Bishop Oliver Dashe Doeme (UPDATE: said “Towards the end of last year [2014] I was in my 

chapel before the Blessed Sacrament… praying the rosary, and then suddenly the Lord 
appeared [holding a sword towards me].  As soon as I received the sword, it turned into a 
rosary”, said he was told “Boko Haram is gone”) 

Date disclosed: April 19, 2015 
Location: Madrid, Spain 
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/after-vision-of-christ-nigerian-bishop-says-

rosary-will-bring-down-boko-haram-78382/ 

 

 
Pakistan 
Farman Masih (son of Hanif Masih, arrested by police on suspicion of theft, beaten to death 

during the investigation, body thrown into a canal) 

Date: April 18, 2015 
Location: Islamabad 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5295 

Faisal Bhatti (brother of Pastor Salamat Bhatti, beaten during an attempted abduction by Muslim 
extremists, saved by the intervention of other Christians) 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: Chashma town, Islamabad 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5300 
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Farid Jani (beaten by Muslim extremists for handing out Christian literature at St Augustine 
church after a service, escaped, literature burned, family home ransacked, family 
threatened with death, now in hiding with his family) 

Date: April 19, 2015 
Location: Kohat, Khyber Pakhtunkhwa province 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5301 

 

 
South Africa 
Sr Stefani Tiefenbacher CPS (aged 86, Austrian national, found bound and gagged in her room, 

had been sexually assaulted, died of suffocation) 

Date: April 20, 2015 
Location: Ixopo, KwaZulu-Natal province 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37667-

AFRICA_SOUTH_AFRICA_A_nun_killed_in_KwaZulu_Natal_a_life_dedicated_to_po
or_children_for_60_years#.VTcqDMJTEfg 

 

 
Tanzania 
Peter (UPDATE: reported that the Home Minister has threatened to de-register all churches that 

have opposed the bill establishing Sharia [Islamic] courts throughout the country) 

Date: April 21, 2015 
Source: https://barnabasfund.org/news/Churches-and-religious-institutions-publicly-opposing-

new-Tanzanian-constitution-to-be-closed-says-government 

 

 
Thailand 
Pastor Ahmed (Pakistani refugee and asylum applicant, arrested with his family for visa 

violations, confined to a single room under house arrest with a second family, said he is 
still thankful for his situation because he faces death back in Pakistan) 

Date: April 22, 2015 
Location: Bangkok 
Source: http://www.christiansinpakistan.com/the-ordeal-of-pakistani-asylum-seekers-in-thailand-

continues/ 
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Turkey 
Fr Yusuf Akbulut (aged 50, said about the centennial anniversary of the Armenian genocide "I 

don't know if there will be a problem if I talk about these things. There have been 
Christians in Turkey who were killed in recent years") 

Date: April 22, 2015 
Location: Diyarbakir 
Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/04/3820944/ 

 

 
Ukraine 
Fr Vitaly Buga (reported on the arrest of another priest for leaving the church grounds to 

investigate the vandalism of some automobiles, hit with a police baton when he attempted 
to intervene, threatened by police with a beating) 

Date: April 20, 2015 
Location: Pticha village, Rivne region 
Source: http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/78844.htm 

 

 
United Kingdom 
Deacon Sarmad Ozan (Iraqi refugee) 

Date reported: April 18, 2015 
Location: Newcastle 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150418052219.htm 

Cardinal Vincent Nichols (UPDATE: spoke on his observations on a recent trip to Iraq) 

Date: April 18, 2015 
Location: Westminster 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150418052039.htm 

 

 
United Nations 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/04/3820944/
http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/78844.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20150418052219.htm
http://www.aina.org/news/20150418052039.htm


Archbishop Bernardito Auza (Permanent Representative of the Holy See [Vatican] to the United 
Nations, said "In Iraq and Syria, in Nigeria and Libya, in Kenya and in regions of the 
Asian subcontinent, the earth has been getting literally soaked with blood. We have seen 
barbaric images of Coptic Christians beheaded in Libya; churches filled with people 
blown up during liturgical celebrations in Iraq, Nigeria and Pakistan; ancient Christian 
communities driven out of their homes on the biblical Plain of Nineveh; Christian 
students executed in Kenya...The fate of those persecuted urges us to do all that we can to 
prevent further victims of attacks and abuses. Christians and other religious minorities of 
the Middle East and elsewhere plead for action, not in some abstract form, but in a 
manner that is truly conscious of their pain and suffering and their existential fear for 
their survival") 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: New York City 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150418133133.htm 

 

 
United States - California 
Sr Clare Marie OP (teacher at Marin Catholic High School, left school with four other nuns 

rather than participate in a student-led 'Day of Silence', students were handing out Gay, 
Lesbian and Straight Education Network literature which stated opposition to the 
bullying of gay students but which also stated “that any church which teaches 
homosexuality is sinful is an 'oppressor’ and should be opposed”) 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: San Francisco 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/nuns-walk-out-of-san-francisco-catholic-school-as-

students-push-gay-activis 

United States - Illinois 
Eric Scheidler (pro-life activist, son of Joe Scheidler, arrested for trespass at Navy Pier, video of 

him being given access to the city owned facility by security seized by police and not 
returned) 

Date: April 15, 2015 
Location: Chicago 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/arrested-for-being-eric-scheidler-on-chicagos-

navy-pier 

United States - Texas 
Gelareh Bagherzadeh (aged 30, recent convert, molecular biologist, found dead in her car from a 

single gunshot wound; UPDATE: killers arrested, motive was her helping her best friend 
Nesreem Irsan leave Islam and marry a Christian) 

Date: January 16, 2012 
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Location: Houston 

Coty Beavers (aged 28, husband of Nesreem Irsan, shot dead in his home for having married a 
former Muslim woman without converting to Islam) 

Date: November 12, 2012 
Location: Houston 
Source: http://www.chron.com/news/houston-texas/houston/article/Capital-murder-charges-

filed-in-case-involving-6217080.php 

United States - Washington state 
Abbot Tryphon (Facebook account suspended because he has been using his clerical name rather 

than his birth name, wrote on his online petition demanding that Facebook reverse its 
policy “It is time to tell Facebook their policy has gone too far...It may be difficult to 
believe, but Facebook has become an essential tool in fulfilling my ministry…") 

Date: April 14, 2015 
Location: All-Merciful Savior Monastery, Vashon Island  
Source: http://theorthodoxchurch.info/blog/news/2015/04/facebook-threatens-to-delete-accounts-

of-orthodox-clergy/ 
and https://www.change.org/p/facebook-mark-zuckerberg-maxine-williams-stop-stripping-

orthodox-christian-clergy-of-church-names-on-facebook 

 

 
Uzbekistan 
Murodjon Rakhimov (convert, husband of Gulchohra Abdurakhmanova, police attempted to 

force him to write a statement against his church by twisting his left arm, refused) 

Date: April 17, 2015 
Location: Namangan 

Doniyor Akhmedov (detained for giving Christian literature to a passer-by on the street, slapped 
around, fined 40 times the minimum monthly wage) 

Dates: March 16, April 1, 2015 
Location: Ahangaran district 

Ilmira Ishanova (mother of Vagiz and Rustam Ziganshin, fined US$484 for illegally storing 
Christian literature) 

Vagiz Ziganshin (son of Ilmira Ishanova, brother of Rustam Ziganshin, fined US$484 for 
illegally storing Christian literature) 

Rustam Ziganshin (son of Ilmira Ishanova, brother of Vagiz Ziganshin, fined US$484 for 
illegally storing Christian literature) 

Date: February 10, 2015 
Location: Tashkent 
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Ibrohimjon Yusupov (spouse of Yulduz Yusupov, parent of Inobad and Inoyat Yusupova, fined 
US$237 for illegally storing Christian literature) 

Yulduz Yusupov (spouse of Ibrohimjon Yusupov, parent of Inobad and Inoyat Yusupova, fined 
US$237 for illegally storing Christian literature) 

Inobad Yusupova (daughter of Ibrohimjon and Yulduz Yusupov, sister of Inoyat Yusupova, 
fined US$237 for illegally storing Christian literature) 

Inoyat Yusupova (daughter of Ibrohimjon and Yulduz Yusupov, sister of Inobad Yusupova, 
fined US$237 for illegally storing Christian literature) 

Date: March 2, 2015 
Location: Tashkent 

Dmitri Butov (husband of Svetlana Butov, fined US$47 for illegally storing Christian literature) 

Svetlana Butov (wife of Dmitri Butov, fined US$47 for illegally storing Christian literature) 

Date: March 23, 2015 
Location: Navoi region 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2058 

 

 
Yemen 
Bishop Paul Hinder (described how Christians are secretly praying in cellars during the fighting 

and air strikes, said “There is someone stronger than every political power, and that is the 
strength of the risen Lord. I can only tell them you are not alone, there are many, many in 
the whole world who are caring for you, but of course our means are limited except the 
incredible means we have in the prayer and in the solidarity of our faith”) 

Date: April 16, 2015 
Source: http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/news/2015/04/16/catholics-are-forced-to-pray-

underground-in-war-torn-yemen-says-bishop/ 
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