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Movie Review: The Field Afar – 06/01/2019  
A recent film festival in New Haven, Connecticut offered an evening of Christian films. One, 

The Field Afar: The Life of Fr. Vincent R. Capodanno, caught our 
attention. The bare facts of his 1967 martyrdom were added to this 
web site a few years ago (click here to read), but until now we 
have not had the opportunity to comment further on his life and 
death - we could have had we known of the Catholic media house 
EWTN’s 2017 production of Called and Chosen: Father Vincent 
R. Capodanno, but we didn’t know of that film until hearing the 
favorable comments about it during the festival from the directors 
of The Field Afar, who said it took a good but very different 
approach to his life than their film did.  

We were very impressed with The Field Afar and committed 
ourselves to write a review of it. Please click here to read it as a 
web page, or here as a downloaded and printable PDF document. 

The review is not only a tribute to a priest-martyr and to the film about him, but also a meditation 
on the difference that the intervening 50 years have made in our society, and possibly on the 
strengths and weaknesses of the Church in our day.  

We can only pray that the directors of The Field Afar will have more opportunities to make films 
that can impress us with exposition of the great themes of Christian life. 
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