
 

 

Today’s Martyrs 

Resources for understanding current Christian witness and martyrdom 

Events – December 1979 

 

Wednesday December 5, 1979 

 

 

Russia: Leningrad 

Alexander Ogorodnikov (aged 29, Christian Seminar member, husband of Yelena Levashova, 

father of Dima; arrested in Redkino for parasitism on November 20, 1978; trial in 

Konakovo ended on January 11, 1979, sentenced to 1 year's imprisonment; released from 

prison on November 20, 1979, re-arrested as he left the prison gate on anti-Soviet 

agitation charges; UPDATE: began a hunger strike, was force fed in response) 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life  - page 118 

 

 

Saturday December 15, 1979 

 

 

United States – South Carolina: North Charleston 

Two missionaries found murdered in an automobile in a parking lot 

Elisabeth King (aged 66, missionary, beaten and shot dead) 

Ruth Teuscher (aged 65, missionary, beaten and shot dead) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latter_Day_Saint_martyrs 

 

 

Sunday December 23, 1979 

 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Latter_Day_Saint_martyrs


 

 

 

Estonia: Tallin 

Lev Regelson (Christian Seminar member, arrested, transferred to Moscow) 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life  - page 118 

 

 

December 1979, date unknown 

 

 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life

