
 

 

Today’s Martyrs 

Resources for understanding current Christian witness and martyrdom 

Events – February 1980 

 

Saturday February 16, 1980 

 

 

Russia: Leningrad 

Alexander Ogorodnikov (aged 29, Christian Seminar member, husband of Yelena Levashova, 

father of Dima; arrested in Redkino for parasitism on November 20, 1978; trial in 

Konakovo ended on January 11, 1979, sentenced to 1 year's imprisonment; released from 

prison on November 20, 1979, re-arrested as he left the prison gate on anti-Soviet 

agitation charges; UPDATE: moved to the prison in Tver, placed in a punishment cell) 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life  - page 120 

 

 

Monday February 18, 1980 

 

 

Burundi: Muyange  

Fr Arnold Knevels M.Afr (killed, reason unknown) 

http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?ref=SERP&br=ro&mkt=en-

US&dl=en&lp=FR_EN&a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.africamission-

mafr.org%2fassassines.htm 

 

 

Uganda: Kampala 

Fr Wilfrid Lepine M.Afr (aged 56, Canadian national, killed by two thieves) 

http://newsaints.faithweb.com/new_martyrs/Uganda.htm 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life
http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?ref=SERP&br=ro&mkt=en-US&dl=en&lp=FR_EN&a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.africamission-mafr.org%2fassassines.htm
http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?ref=SERP&br=ro&mkt=en-US&dl=en&lp=FR_EN&a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.africamission-mafr.org%2fassassines.htm
http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?ref=SERP&br=ro&mkt=en-US&dl=en&lp=FR_EN&a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.africamission-mafr.org%2fassassines.htm
http://newsaints.faithweb.com/new_martyrs/Uganda.htm


 

 

http://www.microsofttranslator.com/bv.aspx?ref=SERP&br=ro&mkt=en-

US&dl=en&lp=FR_EN&a=http%3a%2f%2fwww.africamission-

mafr.org%2fassassines.htm 

 

 

Tuesday February 19, 1980 

 

 

Zimbabwe: Berejena, Masvingo 

Fr Kilian Husser SMB (aged 39, Swiss citizen, killed) 

http://newsaints.faithweb.com/new_martyrs/Zimbabwe.htm 

 

 

February 1980, date unknown 

 

 

China 

Fr Joseph Zong Huaide (aged 59, forbidden to practice ministry in 1961; arrested in 1965, 

sentenced to forced labor in 1966; UPDATE: released) 

Paul Xie Tingzhe (aged 49, seminarian, seminary closed in 1958; imprisoned in a labor camp in 

1961; UPDATE: released, soon ordained to the priesthood) 

http://www.fides.org/en/news/63023-

ASIA_CHINA_Msgr_Paolo_Xie_Tingzhe_a_passionate_evangeliser_and_formator_of_f

uture_priests#.WdsQd1tSyM8 

http://www.fides.org/en/news/69648-

ASIA_CHINA_Bishop_Joseph_Zong_Huaide_died_at_the_age_of_100_he_devoted_hi

mself_to_prayer_and_charitable_works 
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