
 

 

Today’s Martyrs 

Resources for understanding current Christian witness and martyrdom 

Events – February 1981 

 

Sunday February 15, 1981 

 

 

Guatemala: La Barranca, El Quiche 

Fr Juan Alonso Fernandez MSC (aged 47, Spanish citizen, assassinated) 

http://newsaints.faithweb.com/martyrs/Guatemala.htm 

 

 

Wednesday February 25, 1981 

 

 

Iran: Tehran 

Fr John Coleman MD (aged 57, British citizen, husband of Audrey Coleman, arrested on August 

10, 1980; UPDATE: released) 

Audrey Coleman (aged 57, British citizen, wife of Fr John Coleman, arrested on August 10, 

1980; UPDATE: released) 

Jean Waddell (aged 58, secretary to Bishop Hassan Barnaba Dehqani-Tafti, interrogated in her 

Tehran home by Revolutionary Guards on May 1, 1980, beaten and strangled into 

unconsciousness, shot while unconscious and left for dead, severely wounded, 

hospitalized, survived, doctor who saved her life later threatened with death; arrested in 

Isfahan on August 5, 1980; UPDATE: released) 

Terry Waite (aged 39, envoy of the Archbishop of Canterbury, negotiated the release of Jean 

Waddell and Audrey and Fr John Coleman) 

http://archives.chicagotribune.com/1981/03/01/page/2/article/3-released-britons-not-bitter-at-

iran/index.html 
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Friday February 27, 1981 

 

 

Iran: Tehran 

Fr John Coleman MD (aged 57, British citizen, husband of Audrey Coleman, arrested on August 

10, 1980; released on February 25, 1981; UPDATE: left the country after a one day 

delay) 

Audrey Coleman (aged 57, British citizen, wife of Fr John Coleman, arrested on August 10, 

1980; released on February 25, 1981; UPDATE: left the country after a one day delay) 

Jean Waddell (aged 58, secretary to Bishop Hassan Barnaba Dehqani-Tafti, interrogated in her 

Tehran home by Revolutionary Guards on May 1, 1980, beaten and strangled into 

unconsciousness, shot while unconscious and left for dead, severely wounded, 

hospitalized, survived, doctor who saved her life later threatened with death; arrested in 

Isfahan on August 5, 1980; released on February 25, 1981; UPDATE: left the country 

after a one day delay) 

http://archives.chicagotribune.com/1981/03/01/page/2/article/3-released-britons-not-bitter-at-

iran/index.html 

 

 

February 1981, date unknown 
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