
 

 

Today’s Martyrs 

Resources for understanding current Christian witness and martyrdom 

Events – November 1983 

 

Tuesday November 1, 1983 

 

 

Zimbabwe 

Bishop Abel Tendekayi Muzorewa (aged 58, former Prime Minister, arrested on charges of 

conspiring with South Africa after returning from Israel where he spoke against the 

government's agricultural and technology policies) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abel_Muzorewa 

 

 

Friday November 4, 1983 

 

 

Zimbabwe 

Bishop Abel Tendekayi Muzorewa (aged 58, former Prime Minister, arrested on charges of 

conspiring with South Africa on November 1, 1983 after returning from Israel where he 

spoke against the government's agricultural and technology policies; UPDATE: began a 

hunger strike) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abel_Muzorewa 

 

 

Monday November 7, 1983 

 

 

Guatemala 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abel_Muzorewa
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abel_Muzorewa


 

 

Fr Augusto Rafael Ramirez Monasterio OFM (abducted and killed) 

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassinated_Catholic_priests_in_Guatemala 

 

 

Thursday November 10, 1983 

 

 

Zimbabwe: Embakwe, Matabeleland 

Br Paul Sutterluty CMM (aged 49, Austrian citizen, killed) 

http://newsaints.faithweb.com/new_martyrs/Zimbabwe.htm 

 

 

Friday November 11, 1983 

 

 

Zimbabwe 

Bishop Abel Tendekayi Muzorewa (aged 58, former Prime Minister, arrested on charges of 

conspiring with South Africa on November 1, 1983 after returning from Israel where he 

spoke against the government's agricultural and technology policies; began a hunger 

strike on November 3, 1983; UPDATE: ended his hunger strike, later released) 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abel_Muzorewa 

 

 

Tuesday November 15, 1983 

 

 

Russia: Perm-36 labor camp 

Alexander Ogorodnikov (aged 33, Christian Seminar member, husband of Yelena Levashova, 

father of Dima; arrested in Redkino for parasitism on November 20, 1978; trial in 

Konakovo ended on January 11, 1979, sentenced to 1 year's imprisonment; released from 

prison in Leningrad on November 20, 1979, re-arrested as he left the prison gate on anti-

http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Assassinated_Catholic_priests_in_Guatemala
http://newsaints.faithweb.com/new_martyrs/Zimbabwe.htm
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Abel_Muzorewa


 

 

Soviet agitation charges; found guilty of anti-Soviet agitation in Tver on September 8, 

1980, sentenced to 5 years' imprisonment followed by 3 years' internal exile; UPDATE: 

put in an unheated isolation cell in minus 30 degree weather while wearing a T-shirt, 

body was still warn the next day due to fervent prayer) 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life  - page 148 

 

 

Lithuania: Jonava 

Jonas Aloyzas Sadunas (aged 48, agronomist, husband of Maryte Sadunaite, brother of Nijole 

Sadunaite; detained by the KGB in Vilnius and confined to a psychiatric hospital on 

November 19, 1982; sentence commuted to 18 months’ forced labor; UPDATE: 

confined to a hospital with a diagnosis of tuberculosis) 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL8415145M/A_Radiance_in_the_Gulag  - page 117 

 

 

Sunday November 19, 1983 

 

 

Lithuania: Vilnius 

Jonas Aloyzas Sadunas (aged 48, agronomist, husband of Maryte Sadunaite, brother of Nijole 

Sadunaite; detained by the KGB in Vilnius and confined to a psychiatric hospital on 

November 19, 1982; sentence commuted to 18 months’ forced labor; confined to a 

hospital with a diagnosis of tuberculosis on November 15, 1983; UPDATE: summoned 

to KGB headquarters from the hospital, questioned for 3 hours, rebutted false 

accusations) 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL8415145M/A_Radiance_in_the_Gulag  - page 117-118 

 

 

Sunday November 20, 1983 

 

 

Mozambique: Nampula  

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL26180614M/Dissident_For_Life
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL8415145M/A_Radiance_in_the_Gulag
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL8415145M/A_Radiance_in_the_Gulag


 

 

Fr Alirio Baptista (aged 53, Portuguese national, killed) 

http://newsaints.faithweb.com/new_martyrs/Mozambique.htm 

 

 

Lithuania: Vilnius 

Jonas Aloyzas Sadunas (aged 48, agronomist, husband of Maryte Sadunaite, brother of Nijole 

Sadunaite; detained by the KGB in Vilnius and confined to a psychiatric hospital on 

November 19, 1982; sentence commuted to 18 months’ forced labor; confined to a 

hospital with a diagnosis of tuberculosis on November 15, 1983; UPDATE: summoned 

again to KGB headquarters, questioned, refused to renounce his Christian conscience) 

https://openlibrary.org/books/OL8415145M/A_Radiance_in_the_Gulag  - page 118-119 

 

 

Monday November 21, 1983 

 

 

Philippines: between Butuan City and Cebu 

A priest and seven nuns drowned in the sinking of the Dona Cassandra, had been seen 

trying to save other passengers 

Sr Amparo Gilbiena MSM (drowned) 

Sr Catherine Loreto RGS (drowned) 

Sr Concepcion Conti RGS (drowned) 

Sr Consuelo Chuidian RGS (drowned) 

Sr Josephine Medrano FMA (drowned) 

Sr Nanette Berentsen (drowned) 

Fr Simon Westendorp (drowned) 

Sr Virginia Gonzaga RGS (drowned) 

http://ocarmemoriam.blogspot.com/2009/03/in-memoriam-fr.html 

 

 

November 1983, date unknown 

http://newsaints.faithweb.com/new_martyrs/Mozambique.htm
https://openlibrary.org/books/OL8415145M/A_Radiance_in_the_Gulag
http://ocarmemoriam.blogspot.com/2009/03/in-memoriam-fr.html

