
Today’s Martyrs  
2014-09-28 through 2014-10-04 

 

 
Algeria 
Omar (aged 31, said after the beheading of a French cyclist "If we consider the fate reserved by 

ISIL fighters for Iraqi Christians, there is genuine reason to express concerns over the 
church in Algeria. That is why we must be vigilant") 

Selma (aged 26, said that the church constitutes a potential target for terrorists, who have shown 
"their desire to establish an Islamic theocratic regime everywhere they stamp their feet, to 
the cost of other beliefs...Frankly, I am worried. Christians should be mobilized in prayer 
against this approaching darkness") 

Date: October 1, 2014 
Location: Bejaia  

Fr Ambroise Tshibangu Tshiasuma (said "This is the first time I shed tears since I arrived in 
Algeria four years ago. I really cried when I heard the news of the decapitation of the 
French hostage") 

Date: October 1, 2014 
Location: Annaba  

Bishop Pierre Lucien Claverie OP (killed in a terrorist bombing, driver also killed) 

Date: August 1, 1996 
Location: Oran 
Source: http://www.charismanews.com/world/45612-algerian-christians-we-must-not-bow-to-

fear 

  

 
Canada 
Linda Gibbons (arrested for violating an injunction against protesting at an abortion clinic, still 

in jail) 

Date: August 7, 2014 
Location: Toronto 
Source: http://www.lifesitenews.com/opinion/why-ive-spent-ten-of-the-last-20-years-in-prison-

for-defending-the-unborn 
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Rev David Lynn (street preacher, cited by police under the busking law for using an amplifier in 
Yonge-Dundas Square, others doing the same were not cited, court hearing scheduled for 
October 16, 2014) 

Date reported: September 30, 2014 
Location: Toronto 
Source [with video]: http://www.ezralevant.com/a-preachers-right-to-preach/ 

 

 
Central African Republic 
Archbishop Dieudonne Nzapalainga (UPDATE: said "The crisis that our Country has been 

facing since December 2012 has created in us a strong need for security, a desire for 
revenge, a search for power, inviolability. To meet these desires, some Christians have 
succumbed to the seduction of beliefs and practices which are incompatible with the faith 
in Jesus Christ. They have resorted to occult sacrifices, carry amulets and continue to go 
to Mass and receive the sacraments...The poison of syncretism is inoculated and is a trend 
that is reinforced continually"; 

said on Vatican Radio "the deployment of UN forces was needed to help Central 
Africans. However, one can also send a billion soldiers, but if Central Africans do not 
become aware of the fact that we are called to live together, the situation will not change. 
The first answers have to come from Central Africans") 

Dates: September 28 and October 3, 2014 
Location: Bangui 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/36458-

AFRICA_CENTRAL_AFRICA_The_crisis_pushes_more_and_more_faithful_to_religio
us_syncretism_denounces_Mgr_Nzapalainga#.VCzLEcLwsfg 

and http://www.fides.org/en/news/36475-
AFRICA_CENTRAL_AFRICA_Caritas_France_The_situation_is_still_critical_because
_of_violence#.VC9MU8Lwsfg 

 

 
China 
Zhang Cuixia (sister of Pastor Zhang Shaojie; UPDATE: described the government controlled 

election of her brother's replacement as pastor, no vote was allowed, an elderly man in his 
80's was chosen) 

Zhang "Shanshan" Linxin (daughter of Pastor Zhang Shaojie and Wang Fengrui; UPDATE: said 
that the government gave church members only a few hours notification for the election 
for her father's replacement) 
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Date: September 24, 2014 
Location: Nanle county, Henan province 
Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2014/10/henan-government-held-election-to.html 

 

 
Egypt 
Martha Said (mother of Nadia Makram, as of February 21, 2013 has received several death 

threats when trying to recover her abducted daughter; UPDATE: is threatening to begin a 
hunger strike in front of the presidential palace to gain presidential attention in her 
daughter's abduction) 

Date: September 30, 2014 
Location: Qaliubiya 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=57127 

Samir Nazer (attorney, said that 'thugs' seized family land and reaped its crops, police refused to 
intervene) 

Date: September 30, 2014 
Location: Al-Shamiya village, Assiut province 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=57120 

Yasser Farhat Hanna (threatened with death, Muslim business partner under pressure to dissolve 
their relationship) 

Date: September 29, 2014 
Location: Fayoum 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=57115 

Kyrillos Shawki Atallah (aged 32, brother of Younan Shawki Atallah, arrested on May 30, 2014 
for contempt of Islam after liking a Facebook page deemed to be in contempt of Islam; 
found guilty on June 24, 2014, sentenced to 6 years imprisonment and fined US$840; 
UPDATE: conviction upheld on appeal) 

Date: September 30, 2014 
Location: Armant, Luxor 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=57113 

Boshra Mokbel (aged 19, stabbed to death) 

Date buried: September 29, 2014 
Location: Saft el-Laban village, Minya province 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=57097 
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India 
Dr John Dayal (Christian activist and member of the National Integration Council; UPDATE: 

spoke at a conference on persecution, other speakers said that the post-election increase 
in violence appears carefully planned in that it is mainly in rural areas, avoids deaths, and 
pursues routine everyday violence to spread tension and panic; 

published an article documenting the growth of RSS paramilitaries across the country) 

Date: September 27 and October 3, 2014 
Location: Delhi 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Indian-civil-society-groups-call-for-zero-tolerance-

towards-radical-Hindu-groups-32282.html 
and [with photo]: http://www.ucanews.com/news/be-careful-what-you-hope-for-with-politics-

in-india/72102 

 

 
Indonesia 
Basuki Tjahaja Purnama aka Ahok (deputy governor; UPDATE: again under attack by Islamists 

for his religion and Chinese ancestry because he will become governor now that the 
current governor has been elected president) 

Date: September 24, 2014 
Location: Jakarta 
Source: http://www.voanews.com/content/indonesian-islamists-protest-rise-of-christian-to-

jakarta-governor/2461357.html 

 

 
Iran 
Pastor Saeed Abedini (aged 32 in 2013, convert, US citizen, husband of Naghmeh Shariat Panahi 

Abedini, father of Rebekka and Jacob, arrested during a family visit; convicted on 
January 27, 2013 of undermining the government by spreading Christianity and 
sentenced to eight years in prison; UPDATE: wrote a birthday letter to his daughter “I 
know that you question why you have prayed so many times for my return and yet I am 
not home yet...Jesus allows me to be kept here for His glory”) 

Date published: September 30, 2014 
Source: http://www.christiansinpakistan.com/pastor-saeed-abedinis-wife-reads-his-letter-to-

public/ 

Event UPDATE: Capital charges against three pastors of 'spreading corruption on Earth' 
have apparently been dropped 
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Pastor Behnam Irani (husband of Kristina Irani) 

Pastor Matthias Haghnejad (husband of Anahita Khadeimi) 

Silas Reza Rabbani  

Date reported: October 3, 2014 
Source: http://www.bosnewslife.com/33809-breaking-news-iran-drops-death-sentence-against-

pastors-christians 

 

 
Iraq 
Fr Douglas Bazi (UPDATE: said of the 700 Christian refugees camped in his churchyard "Just 

think about their spiritual life -- how can they live like this? But as Christians, we have to 
get inside the pain. Christ said, 'Carry your cross and follow me.' So if we take that cross, 
perhaps in 20 years' time, we will say it was a time of opportunity because we did 
believe") 

Sr Samar Barkho (said "Difficulty gives me strength, gives me more belief in God because God 
exists through every situation", asked that Americans pray for Iraq's Christians) 

Nadeen Nabil (aged 20, local resident, said "Jesus saved us and he will always save us. No 
matter what happens, we will never let go of our Christ...Our suffering will end 
eventually. But no matter what happens to us, we will be more attached to our religion, 
have more faith in it, and never let it go") 

Date: September 29, 2014 
Location: Ainkawa 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20140929143112.htm 

Rev Andrew White (UPDATE: said "I've never known the city like it is at the moment. Streets 
which are usually choc-a-bloc with traffic, cars and people are almost empty. People are 
too fearful to even leave their homes...The Islamic State are now less than 2km away 
from entering Baghdad. They said it could never happen and now it almost has. Obama 
says he overestimated what the Iraqi army could do. Well you only need to be here a very 
short while to know they can do very very little...Over 1,000 Iraqi troops were killed by 
ISIL yesterday, things are so bad. All the military airstrikes are doing nothing. If ever we 
needed your prayer it is now...I must be at the top of the [ISIL target] list") 

Date: September 29, 2014 
Location: Bagdad 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20140930175031.htm 

Yaqin Habash (refugee from ISIL along with his wife and son, said "We were living like kings. 
Now we're sitting on iron. They stole my son's tractor. They stole 50 tons of barley and 
wheat. They stole everything in all the houses, everything I worked for my entire life 
gone in an instant") 
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Bernard Geggi (medic, said "I don't want to emigrate. I don't want to leave my country. This is 
my country. It's dear to me. I'm Iraqi, an Iraqi Christian, an authentic Iraqi. Why should I 
leave? Where shall I go?") 

Date: October 1, 2014 
Location: Erbil, Kurdistan 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20141001151812.htm 

Victoria (aged 80, neighbor of Ghazala Elyas, told ISIL militants who demanded her conversion 
“We believe that if we show love and kindness, forgiveness and mercy we can bring 
about the kingdom of God on earth as well as in heaven. Paradise is about love. If you 
want to kill us for our faith then we are prepared to die here and now”, now a refugee) 

Date reported: October 3, 2014 
Locations: Karamless and Erbil 
Source: http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/commentandblogs/2014/10/03/the-iraqi-christian-who-

told-isis-if-you-want-to-kill-me-for-my-faith-i-am-prepared-to-die-here-now/ 

 

 
Israel  
Karen Dunham (minister, assaulted by an Islamist on September 21, 2014; UPDATE: young 

Palestinian militants wired shut a church door and sprayed an irritant gas into the church 
thus forcing members to flee into a hall, this was the second such attack in two weeks) 

Drew Greek (church volunteer, fled the church after the gas attack) 

Date: September 29, 2014 
Location: East Jerusalem 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2014/09/attacks-on-church-in-east-jerusalem-grow-more-

intense/ 

 

 
Laos 
Event: Seven Christians arrested while eating lunch after a worship service 
Pastor Sompong Supatto 

Manivanh (aged 60)  

Chai (aged 56)  

Anna (aged 50) 

Chanthanarm (aged 18)  

Neal (aged 21)  
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Petsamone (aged 40) 

Date: September 28, 2014 
Location: Boukham village, Atsaphangthong district, Savannakhet province 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2014/09/seven-christians-arrested-in-laos-for-meeting-for-

worship/ 

 

 
Lebanon 
John aka “Tarek” (alias, convert, Syrian refugee, applied for refuge in Canada, father and 

brothers want him dead because of his conversion, said “They are searching to cut my 
throat. I’ve been told they have hired someone to find me to get the mission 
accomplished”) 

Date: September 26, 2014 
Source: 

http://www.thestar.com/news/atkinsonseries/2014/09/26/doubly_damned_as_a_syrian_an
d_a_christian_convert.html 

 

 
Nigeria 
Dr Rebecca Dali (wife of Rev Samuel Dante Dali; UPDATE: reported “The memories of the 

day [Boko Haram] militants attacked are still fresh in my mind. It was September 7, at 
around 9 to 10am. People were trapped: some in their churches, some in their homes, and 
more than 150 were killed. We didn’t have the comfort of burying them. Up to now, the 
bodies of our loved ones are littered on the street. In Michika women and children are not 
spared. A friend who managed to flee the town this week told me insurgents forced 
another friend Kwaji to witness the killing of her husband and 18 year old son...In 
Madagali town, people were killed and some abducted. We have lost Pastor Ezra. One 
church leader, who was attacked while performing a burial ceremony, told me how he 
almost died. They shot to death many people including the 13 year old daughter of the 
deceased. He hid, but saw Boko Haram men vandalizing his property. He walked more 
than 50 miles before reaching a safe place. Unfortunately he’s had to leave his wife and 
children at the top of a nearby mountain...In the Gwoza area, they abducted 7 people and 
yesterday [Tuesday, Sept 30] in Ngoshe, they abducted 18 people and killed 4 others") 

Kwaji (reported to have been forced by Boko Haram militants to witness the killing of her 
husband and 18 year old son) 

Date reported: October 1, 2014  
Source [with photo]: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2014/10/3413197/ 
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Pakistan 
Monaza Bibi (aged 15, raped by four Muslim men, family threatened and pressured to drop 

charges but have filed another police report against the threats) 

Date: September 15, 2014 
Location: Sialkot 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=4973 

Johnathan Murad (accused of blasphemy, had invited Muslims to a Christian prayer service) 

Date: June 1, 2014 
Location: Sector C, Nishtar Road, Manzoor Colony [ghetto], Karachi South 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=4974 

 

 
Papua New Guinea 
Event: Parishioners killed and injured in an airplane crash hired for parish work 
Fr John Paul Aihi (aged 36, injured) 

Joseph Michael (killed) 

Pio Mark (killed) 

Date: September 20, 2014 
Location: Goilala 
Source: http://www.christiantelegraph.com/issue24915.html 

 

 
Philippines 
Fr Albert Alejo SJ (described steps to be taken to counter Abu Sayyaf and other terrorist groups) 

Date: October 1, 2014 
Location: Davao, Mindanao 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/36452-

ASIA_PHILIPPINES_A_Jesuit_A_network_of_solidarity_against_the_network_of_terro
r#.VCzKL8Lwsfg 
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South Africa 
Tshimangadzo Samuel Benedict Daswa (aged 44, convert, stabbed to death for refusing to 

support witchcraft) 

Date: February 2, 1990 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/36446-

AFRICA_SOUTH_AFRICA_Prayers_in_South_Africa_for_the_recognition_of_the_mar
tyrdom_of_Benedict_Daswa#.VCt3R8Lwsfg 

 

 
Syria 
Bassam Ghaith (tortured to death by military intelligence, body not returned to his family) 

Date reported: October 1, 2014 
Location: Damascus 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=57146 

Event: Three Christians abducted by ISIL militants 
Dr Samir David Hormuz  

George Barkho Khoshaba  

Ninos John Isho 

Date reported: October 2, 2014 
Location: Tel Tamar, Khabour region, Hasaka 
Source: http://theorthodoxchurch.info/blog/news/2014/10/three-assyrians-kidnapped-in-syria/ 

Nina Jamil Oshana (killed when her bus came under gunfire) 

Date: January 31, 2013 
Location: Damascus 
Source [with photo]: http://www.aina.org/news/20130131161233.htm 

 

 
Turkey 
Pastor Patrick Jensen (U.S. citizen, church property sealed by police, detained, fined US$1,350 

for working without a permit, ordered to be deported, appeal filed) 

Dates: August 28, September 14 and 26, 2014 
Location: Gaziantep  
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Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2014/09/article_3405334.html/ 

 

 
Turkmenistan 
Bibi Rahmnova (aged 36, wife of Vepa Tuvakov, arrested on July 5, 2014 along with her 

husband and 4 year of son after receiving religious literature via train, threatened with 
death, beaten at the train station and in prison, released on July 7, 2014, charged with 
hooliganism for resisting police on July 31, 2014; sentenced on August 18, 2014 to four 
years' imprisonment; UPDATE: suffered "severe physical abuse" from prison staff and 
prisoners, sentence suspended on appeal, released, facing four years’ probation) 

Date: September 2, 2014 
Location: Dashoguz  

Merdan Amanov (aged 19, sentenced to 1 year imprisonment for refusing military service due to 
conscientious objection) 

Date: July 2014 
Location: Ashgabad  
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2002 

 

 
Ukraine 
Pastor Sergei Litovchenko (abducted by masked gunmen during a communion service in a 

separatist-controlled area, whereabouts unknown) 

Date: September 27, 2014 
Location: Horlivka  
Source: http://news.adventist.org/all-news/news/go/2014-09-30/pastor-abducted-during-church-

service-in-east-ukraine/ 

Archpriest Alexander Ponomarev (church damaged by government shelling) 

Dates: August 6 and 21, 2014 
Location: Lugansk  
Source: http://www.pravoslavie.ru/english/74046.htm 

 

 
United States - Arizona 
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Pastor Clyde Reed (has been ordered by local government to post only small temporary signs at 
his church) 

Eric Rassbach (Deputy General Counsel for the Becket Fund for Religious Liberty, has been 
defending Pastor Clyde Reed's attempt to overturn the local government's ordnance to 
allow only small temporary signs at his church but exempt political signage, said “Is 
anyone surprised that politicians gave themselves a special deal? Thank goodness the 
Constitution says that ‘Vote for Me!’ is not a more important message than ‘Come pray 
with us’”) 

David Cortman (ADF Senior Counsel, said “No law should treat the speech of churches worse 
than the speech of other similar speakers...One look at the political signs Gilbert allows 
on street corners virtually all year reveals how the town applies stricter rules to church 
signs than it does to political signs") 

Date: September 25, 2014 
Location: Gilbert 
Source: http://www.christiantelegraph.com/issue24907.html 

United States - California 
Ashley Bridges (aged 24, bone cancer has metastasized after she refused chemotherapy while 

pregnant, said "There's no way I could kill a healthy baby because I'm sick...Maybe I'm 
not supposed to be here and she is") 

Date reported: October 2, 2104 
Source: http://www.christianpost.com/news/mom-forced-to-choose-between-life-saving-

treatment-and-her-unborn-daughter-says-theres-no-way-i-could-kill-a-healthy-baby-
127420/ 

 

 
Uzbekistan 
Kurbangaliyeva (aged 47, widow, mother of three, home raided by secret police during a 

worship service, New Testaments and songbooks seized, threatened with the seizure of 
her children, loss of her home, and prison) 

Date: September 14, 2014 
Location: Andijan 

Event: Two Christians taken by police to court, the court declined to fine them with 
'unauthorized religious activity' and possession of religious materials when they 
challenged the police account and demanded legal representation 

Kurbangaliyeva 

Igor Milentyev  

Date: September 17, 2014 
Location: Andijan 
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Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2003 

 

 
Venezuela 
Fr Reinaldo Alfonso Herrera Lures (military chaplain, murdered) 

Bishop Raul Biord Castillo (said "As Christians, we deplore this death [of Fr Reinaldo Alfonso 
Herrera Lures] that is added to many other deaths due to the violence and insecurity that 
we live in the country") 

Date: September 25, 2014 
Location: La Guaira  
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/36443-

AMERICA_VENEZUELA_Violence_in_the_country_does_not_decrease_a_military_ch
aplain_killed#.VCt4SsLwsfg 

 

 
Vietnam 
Fr Ly Ngoc Thanh (editor in chief of Redemptorist News, described government efforts to 

silence his news agency) 

Date: September 29, 2014 
Location: Ho Chi Minh City 
Source: http://www.ucanews.com/news/catholic-journalists-take-huge-risks-to-expose-

persecution-in-vietnam/72063 

Anthony Duong Van Dau (aged 26 in 2014, sentenced on May 23, 2012 to 3 years 6 months for 
"propaganda against the State" for distributing literature for religious freedom, blood 
donation, aid to orphans and victims of natural disasters, and against abortion; UPDATE: 
released early from prison with an additional 18 months’ probation, said that guards 
"allowed other inmates to beat me, two did from 10 pm to 4 am. I thank God that I'm still 
standing here today. I might have died at that time. My body hurt terribly, but I kept 
praying and recovered") 

Date: October 3, 2014 
Source: http://www.rfa.org/english/news/vietnam/release-10022014172717.html 
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