
Today’s Martyrs 
2015-03-08 through 2015-03-14 

 

 
Bangladesh 
Event: Five hundred Christians and some Muslims march against ISIL violence 
Sr Carmal Reberio 

Promod Mankin (attorney, Bangladesh Christian Association president, said "I call on the whole 
human family and on world leaders to protest strongly in order to stop the killings by the 
Islamic State") 

Date: March 9, 2015 
Location: Dhaka 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Hundreds-of-Bangladeshi-Christians-hold-a-street-

protest-against-the-Islamic-state-33658.html 

 

 
Cameroon 
Bishop Bruno Ateba (UPDATE: said "Providing pastoral care for over 36,000 refugees is not an 

easy task. It is a big challenge for our diocese. That is why we brought the matter to the 
attention of the Episcopal Conference of Cameroun, who in turn notified the Episcopal 
Conference of Nigeria about the plight of the Nigerian refugees here in our diocese") 

Bishop Lucius Iwejuru Ugorji (from Umuahia, Nigeria) 

Bishop Stephen Dami Mamza (UPDATE: from Yola, Nigeria) 

Fr Chris Nanyanwu (from Abuja, Nigeria) 

Bishop Oliver Dashe Doeme (UPDATE: from Maiduguri, Nigeria, said "I am happy that I am 
part of this delegation. It is a wonderful show of solidarity. Our presence is a moral boost 
for them and a reassurance that they are not abandoned") 

Date: March 10, 2015 
Location: Minawano 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37426-

AFRICA_NIGERIA_The_Nigerian_Bishops_to_36_000_refugees_in_northern_Camero
on_We_have_not_abandoned_you#.VP_HMsJTEfg 
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China 
Event: Three Christians freed from detention, two others – one unnamed - remain in 

detention 
Ou Jinsi (detained on October 21, 2014, released) 

Ji Qingcou (detained on January 3, 2015, released) 

Ji Qingcao (detained on January 8, 2015, released) 

Pastor Huang Yizi (aged 40, taken into custody on August 2, 2014; UPDATE: still in detention) 

Date: March 6, 2015 
Location: Wenzhou, Zhejiang province 
Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/03/3-zhejiang-christians-released-from.html 

 

 
Congo, Democratic Republic 
Fr Loris Cattani CFX (reported on the growth of jihadist groups in the eastern part of the 

country) 

Date: March 12, 2015 
Location: Kinshasa 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37443-

AFRICA_DR_CONGO_Alarm_for_the_recruitment_of_young_Muslims_in_eastern_Co
ngo#.VQJK8cJTEfg 

 

 
Egypt 
Abanob Girgis (attorney; UPDATE: reported that 27-30 Coptic families fled their homes due to 

threats by the Ansar Bayt al-Maqdis [ABM] militant group, which has pledged allegiance 
to ISIL) 

Date: March 2, 2015 
Location: El-Arish and other cities, Sinai 
Source: http://www.thecairopost.com/news/139837/news/coptic-families-flee-n-sinai-amid-

extremists-threats-activist 

Reda Gamil Sharmoukh (UPDATE: said "I have four acres of agricultural land. The land is 
planted with guava in Shebil village. A Muslim businessman stopped the stream of water, 
which led to the damage of 80 percent of the crop due to lack of water...[there is] 
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collusion between the security forces in Kafr Police Department with the Muslim 
businessman”) 

Date: March 7, 2015 
Location: Kafr Dawar village, Beheira province 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=59997 

Bishop Adel Zaki OFM (described an attack by armed men against a church, two policemen 
hospitalized) 

Date: March 9, 2015 
Location: Kafr el-Dawar, Beheira province 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37418-

AFRICA_EGYPT_Armed_assault_against_the_Franciscan_church_of_Kafr_el_Dawar#.
VP5XPcJTEfg 

Naguib Sawiris (media owner, UPDATE: has been receiving death threats from ISIL militants) 

Date: March 8, 2015 
Location: Cairo 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60008 

Morad Samy Gerges (displaced from his home in the Al-Nahda area, El-Amreya, Alexandria by 
the Muslim Brotherhood in 2012; UPDATE: still displaced) 

Date: March 12, 2015 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60099 

 

 
Haiti 
Cardinal Chibly Langlois (denounced criminal gang attacks on religious, said "since November 

2014 to the present day about twenty houses belonging to the nuns have been attacked: 
religious women beaten, brutalized. Without being disturbed, looters take everything they 
can: money, identity documents, important documents and other valuables. The Haitian 
Episcopal Conference deplores this state of affairs which is similar to an apotheosis of 
evil and expresses its deep concern. It condemns this wave of insecurity that befalls the 
people consecrated to God") 

Date: March 12, 2015 
Location: Port au Prince 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37439-

AMERICA_HAITI_Gang_attacks_against_religious_institutes_continue#.VQJNB8JTEf
g 
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India 
Event: Prayer meeting interrupted by Hindu radicals, leaders held by police due to fears 

for their safety 
Pastor Lal Singh 

Idaram (hosted the prayer meeting in his home) 

Date reported: March 9, 2015 
Location: Barwani district, Madhya Pradesh state 
Source: 

http://www.christiantoday.com/article/india.pentecostal.pastor.mobbed.for.converting.pe
ople/49596.htm 

Vani (aged 31, widow, mother of an 8 year old girl, jailed for 15 days for illegal conversion in 
mid 2014,  converted 14 women while in prison, later converted a guard, died of a heart 
attack) 

Date reported: March 6, 2015 
Source [with photo]: 

http://www.persecution.com/public/newsroom.aspx?story_ID=%3d373436&featuredstor
y_ID=%3d343834 

Event: Twenty Christians detained and beaten by police for handing out Christian 
literature 

Surendra Kumar (said “We had left the spot. But those people opposed to us followed us till the 
place where we were staying. There again, they called the police. The police picked us up 
and took us to the police station. We were made to get out of the police van by being 
kicked and then, inside the police station, the cops lined us up and hit us with belts on our 
hands and wrists”) 

Pastor Walter Masih (hosted the 20 Christians, said “Soon the mob increased and the police 
arrived. Instead of confronting the mob, who were trespassing and hurling abuses, the 
police rounded up the Christians in two Jeeps and took them to the Mansarovar police 
station, where they were beaten up by policemen”) 

Rajesh Malaki (state president of the National Christian Council, described the attacks on the 20 
Christians "...we were shocked to see the utter impunity and the scant regard for law as 
practiced by the police themselves...The RSS workers tried to threaten us and hurled 
abuses at us, as we were speaking in favor of the Christians, but the police did not stop 
them. Since our group was an interfaith group and influential members of the community 
were part of it, we were not attacked and the police were willing to listen to us") 

A P David (threatened with arrest for allowing the 20 Christians to stay at his hostel) 

Date: February 25, 2015 
Location: Jaipur, Rajasthan state 
Source: http://barnabasfund.org/news/Police-detain-and-beat-20-Indian-Christian-missionaries 

and http://morningstarnews.org/2015/03/days-after-police-brutality-in-rajasthan-india-hindu-
extremists-attack-in-m-p/ 
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Fr M Chinappa (participated in a march by thousands of Christians that protested the anti-Mother 
Teresa comments made by the leader of the RSS paramilitary organization) 

Date: March 10, 2015 
Location: Vijayawada, Andhra Pradesh state 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37422-

ASIA_INDIA_Christians_in_march_ask_Hindu_radicals_to_owe_Mother_Teresa_an_ap
ology#.VP_JQcJTEfg 

Pastor Anar Singh (described the attack on Pastor Lal Singh and Indram Chauhan by the Vishwa 
Hindu Parishad and the Bajrang Dal [the RSS paramilitary's youth organization]) 

Date: March 9, 2015 
Location: Barwani district, Madhya Pradesh state 

Pastor Kanhaiya Lal (church service of 300 Christians interrupted by a dozen Hindu extremists 
“They were shouting slogans against Christianity and using abusive language. I had not 
seen most of them before and think they are from nearby villages, because I do not 
recognize them as residents”, police told the extremists to stop and to file complaints, 
added “Three of them have alleged that Pastor Pratap gave them money to convert to 
Christianity, when the fact is we have never seen these people before”) 

Rev Emmanuel Ariel “The sloganeering and abuse continued for over an hour, till the police 
reached the spot. They were vilifying the Christian faith”) 

Assistant Pastor Pratap Rawat (accused of illegal conversion) 

Date: March 1, 2015 
Location: Kasba Jobat village, Alirajpur district, Madhya Pradesh state 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/03/days-after-police-brutality-in-rajasthan-india-hindu-

extremists-attack-in-m-p/ 

Event: The Maharashtra state assembly's total ban on the possession and consumption of 
beef will further impoverish the Dalits [untouchables] - 80% of the Christians in 
India are of tribal or Dalit background 

Rev Sunil Raj Philip (executive secretary of the Commission on Dalits, National Council of 
Churches; UPDATE: said that the total ban on beef is a “vicious effort of the Hindutva 
[Hindu nationalist] forces to ‘beef up’ communal tension in India and make political gain 
out of it”) 

Rev Manohar Chandra Prasad (said that “This ban is an insult to the poor and the Dalits") 

Date: March 13, 2015 
Location: Bangalore, Karnataka state 
Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/03/3768735/ 

 

 
Iran 
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Pastor Farshid Malayeri Fathi (aged 35 in 2014, in jail since December 2010; sentenced to six 
years imprisonment for "being the chief agent of foreign organizations in Iran and of 
administrating funds for foreign organizations"; sentenced on December 29, 2014 to an 
additional year in prison, sentence appears related to a Revolutionary Guard raid on his 
prison in which alcohol was found in an adjacent ward; UPDATE: charged with insulting 
the prison imam after he refused to give up his Bible for 'inspection', may be sentenced to 
two additional years) 

Date: March 5, 2015 
Location: Rajaei--Shahr prison, Karaj 
Source [with photo]: 

http://mohabatnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9977:prison-
imam-files-additional-complaint-against-imprisoned-pastor&catid=36:iranian-
christians&Itemid=279 

Pastor Victor Beth Tarmez (husband of Shamiram Isavi, father of Ram-eil, bodily searched 
during a December 26, 2014 police raid on his home, arrested; UPDATE: released from 
jail on bond, banned from Christian activities until his trial begins, suffered health 
problems while in prison) 

Date: March 1, 2015 

Amin Afshar Naderi (aged 26, convert, detained by police after the December 26, 2014 raid on 
the home of Pastor Victor Beth Tarmez; UPDATE: released from jail on bond, banned 
from Christian activities until his trial begin) 

Date: February 10, 2015 

Kavian Fallah Mohammadi (convert, detained by police after the December 26, 2014 raid on the 
home of Pastor Victor Beth Tarmez, released from jail on bond, banned from Christian 
activities until his trial begin) 

Date: approximately February 17, 2015 
Location: Tehran 
Source: 

http://mohabatnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=9989:former
-pastor-of-pentecostal-church-released-from-prison&catid=36:iranian-
christians&Itemid=279 

 

 
Nigeria 
Christopher Mamman (described an army assault on St Peter Church during Mass in retaliation 

for the church Cadets [Boy Scouts] refusing to remove a temporary road barricade that 
had been erected to prevent a car bombing of the church, said "They stormed the parish, 
shooting at worshipers inside the church. Five of our members were shot and killed, 
while many others were injured. One other Christian from another church was also killed 
when the incident escalated and engulfed the town”) 
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Bulus Jatau (confirmed the church attack, said “As the soldiers were shooting, another Christian 
returning from another church was hit by the bullet and he died instantly. One of the 
Cadet boys was shot, and he died after being taken to a hospital") 

Date: March 8, 2015 
Location: Gidan-Waya, Jama'a local government area, Kaduna state 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/03/soldiers-kill-six-christians-at-church-in-kaduna-

state-nigeria-witnesses-say/ 

Stephen (captured by Boko Haram, said "I saw them kill my father and brother. After the 
killings, they took 11 of us hostage...We watched them carry out their evil atrocities from 
one town to another", later escaped) 

Elizabeth (captured by Boko Haram while trying to escape, said "They stopped our car and 
ordered us to convert to Islam. We refused. Then they shot my siblings behind me. My 
husband was ordered to leave. He fled into the bush and then they told me to get in their 
car", forcibly converted to Islam and married, repeatedly raped by her 'husband', later 
escaped, said "For all the horrible things Boko Haram did to me and my family, I leave 
them to the judgment of God Almighty!") 

Date: August 22, 2014 
Location: Gwoza 
Source: http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2015/March/Miracle-Survivors-Tell-of-Boko-

Harams-Unspeakable-Evil/ 

 

 
Iraq 
Event: Two Christian women in their 60's survived the ISIL takeover of their town, beaten 

with rifle butts, rescued by Kurdish fighters, still living in the abandoned town 
without utilities 

Sarya Matto 

Madi Salim 

Date: mid 2014 
Location: Teleskof 
Source: http://rudaw.net/english/middleeast/iraq/090320157 

 

 
Pakistan 
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Aisha Bibi (mother of Zubair Masih, housemaid, arrested for an alleged theft at her employer's 
home, police allowed the employer to torture her in the police station, released with two 
broken arms) 

Zubair Masih (aged 20, son of Aisha Bibi, arrested for an alleged theft at his mother's employer's 
home, died from torture while in police custody, body dumped in the road in front of his 
mother's home) 

Dates: March 4-7, 2015 
Location: Harbans Pura, Lahore, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5216 

and https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/03/3762190 

Dr Nazir S Bhatti (UPDATE: appealed to the government of Thailand to stop the arrest and 
deportation of Christian Pakistani asylum seekers, wrote that the 12,000 Pakistanis are 
only trying to transit to asylum in the West) 

Date: March 7, 2015 
Location: Karachi 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5213 

Naveed Walter (reported that there have been 374 cases so far this year of Hindu and Christian 
girls being abducted and forced into Islamic marriages and that 70% of the cases were in 
Punjab province, also called for the creation of a special police unit to investigate and 
resolve these cases) 

Date: March 11, 2015 
Location: Faisalabad, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5222 

 

 
Turkmenistan 
Narmurad Mominov (husband, father of five; detained for attending an illegal religious gathering 

which was actually a party for a student who had returned home, UPDATE: fined 
US$286, given no jail time, trial for the host of the party not begun) 

Date: February 27, 2015 
Location: Galkynysh, Lebap region 

Annaberdy Nunnayev (detained on the street by police, later fined US$206) 

Date: January 6, 2014 
Location: Ashgabad 

Zulfiya Ametova (home raided by organized crime police without warrant, elderly parents 
mistreated, detained along with her mother and forced to sign statements against their 
will) 

Date: February 21, 2014 
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Location: Dashoguz 

Ogulbostan Amannazarova (home raided by police, all present detained, later fined US$57) 

Date: March 27, 2014 
Location: Ashgabad 

Juma Nazarov (spouse of Maral Nazarov, home raided by police without warrant, later fined 
US$57, appeal pending) 

Maral Nazarov (spouse of Maral Nazarov, home raided by police without warrant) 

Date: April 4, 2014 
Location: Ashgabad 

Gelman Rahmetulov (husband of Svetlana Rahmetulov, home raided by police without warrant 
or identification, religious literature seized, later fined US$57) 

Svetlana Rahmetulov (wife of Gelman Rahmetulov, home raided by police without warrant or 
identification, religious literature seized) 

Date: April 12, 2014 
Location: Ashgabad 

Gulzara Gladkova (home raided by police, guest's computer seized) 

Date: June 21, 2014 
Location: Turkmenabad 

Hemra Annayev (home raided by MSS secret police without warrant, Christian books seized, 
detained, fined US$57, wife later investigated, fined US$3,429 and terminated from her 
job) 

Date: Autumn 2014 
Location: Dashoguz 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2047 

 

 
Uganda 
Namwase Aisha (aged 16, convert, sister of Nabagabana Fatuma, beaten on February 1, 2015 

and locked in a room for three days without food in Nasenye village, Pallisa district by 
her uncle after converting, escaped; UPDATE: hospitalized to treat malaria and her head 
injury from her beating, Muslim relatives discovered her location and visited her, died the 
following day from suspected tampered medication) 

Dates: March 1, 7, and 8, 2015 
Location: Iganga  
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/03/christian-girl-in-uganda-who-fled-beating-by-

muslim-uncle-mysteriously-dies/ 
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United States - South Carolina 
Lt Commander Wes Modder (U.S. Navy chaplain, husband, father of four, accused by his 

superior officer of failing "to show tolerance and respect" in counseling sessions and of 
being unable to "function in the diverse and pluralistic environment" of his command, 
allegations are linked to the chaplain's defense of traditional Christian morality, said 
"They want a chaplain to accommodate policy that contradicts Scripture") 

Michael Berry (attorney, UPDATE: said that "We are starting to see cases where chaplains have 
targets on their backs" and said of the homosexual chaplain assistant who implicated Lt 
Commander Wes Modder "I believe some of what the lieutenant has alleged could 
constitute a military crime – false statements – taking what the chaplain said and twisting 
or misconstruing it – in an attempt to get the chaplain punished. He abused the position 
he was placed in as a chaplain's assistant") 

Date: December 6, 2014 
Location: Naval Nuclear Power Training Command, Goose Creek 
Source: http://www.christianpost.com/news/former-navy-seals-chaplain-could-be-kicked-out-of-

navy-for-christian-beliefs-135392/ 

United States 
Rev Franklin Graham (son of the Rev Billy Graham; UPDATE: said "I believe we're going to 

see persecution in this country") 

Date: March 9, 2015 
Source: http://www.christianpost.com/news/franklin-graham-warns-american-christians-

persecution-is-coming-135348/ 
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