
Today’s Martyrs 
2015-03-29 through 2015-04-04 

 

 
Egypt 
Milad Nageh (described how his church was attacked for having a memorial service for relatives 

who were beheaded in Libya by ISIL "“At 8 pm, a group of armed Muslim young men in 
six or seven cars from nearby villages stormed our village. Many Muslim fanatic young 
men joined those who came from the other nearby villages and attacked the church. They 
shot guns at the church and pelted the church with stones and blocks. They smashed the 
sign of the church, destroying the ground of the church yard and breaking the widows of 
the service buildings of the church. They also burned a car that was parked in the front of 
the church. The Muslims whose homes surrounded the church were throwing stones at 
the church from the roofs of their homes...This attack on the church was arranged before 
because a truck loaded with cement blocks had unloaded all of their blocks in the front of 
a Muslim home nearby the church two days ago. We thought that these blocks would be 
used in construction of a building belonging to the owner of this home, but these blocks 
were prepared to attack the church", police stood by and allowed the attacks to proceed) 

Fr Makar Issa (village pastor, said "On Thursday evening, March 26, I was informed that the 
next day, Friday there will be Islamic demonstrations in the village against us. Bishop 
Raphael who came from Cairo to take part in the prayer of the memorial of 40th day of 
our martyrs informed that some Muslims from the village and the other nearby villages 
will organize march in our village after their Friday noon prayer...I called the police 
many times and asked them to come to guard us but they came late and after their arrival 
they didn't guard the church. They stopped in the entrance of the village. Even still they 
allowed the cars of the attackers to enter the village and attack us and the church without 
any intervention from them to protect us. I charge the responsibility of what happened to 
the policemen and I accuse them of inaction, indifference and complicity") 

Malak Nageh Ishack (said "We gave the security forces names of 100 Muslim young men from 
the village who took part in attacking the church, but police men arrested only five of 
them and the rest of them are free. The police asked us to stay in our homes, leaving the 
Muslim attackers free walking in the village streets, plus we have received threats from 
the Muslims that they will attack us again after the security forces leave the village”) 

Date: March 27, 2015 
Location: Al-Our village, Minya province 

Beshir Estafanous Kamel (brother of beheading victims Beshoy Estafanous Kamel and Samuel 
Estafanous Kamel, said “I couldn’t go to the Diocese of Samalout to attend the service 
for the 40th day of the Martyrs. I had to stay to protect my home”) 

Date: March 28, 2015 
Location: Al-Our village, Minya province 



Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/03/29/mob-of-muslims-violently-attack-church-in-
protest-against-memorial-for-egyptian-martyrs/ 

Bishop Krikor Augustine Kusa (said that what happened to Armenians a century ago is now 
happening to Christians of Iraq, Libya, Syria, and the Sinai) 

Date: March 30, 2015 
Location: Alexandria 
Source [with photo]: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60353 

 

 
Ethiopia 
Gemechu Jorgo (detained for distributing Bibles, slapped three times across the face with a Bible 

when he said he had a constitutional right to practice his faith, released) 

Dates: March 10 and 23, 2015 

Sheikh Amin (convert from Islam, detained for distributing Bibles, pressured to renounce Christ, 
released) 

Dates: March 13 and 23, 2015 
Location: Melka Belo region  
Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/03/30/two-christians-jailed-in-ethiopia-for-

distributing-bibles/ 

 

 
India 
Rev Rajeev Jose (invited along with other missionaries to an ecumenical prayer meeting for an 

ailing elderly woman, beaten along with members of the woman's family by Bajrang Dal 
[the RSS paramilitary's youth wing] members for alleged forcible conversions) 

Date: March 25, 2015 
Location: Rajapur Chungi, near Agra, Uttar Pradesh state 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Protestant-leader-demands-protection-during-Holy-

Week-from-radical-Hindu-attacks-33846.html 

Event: Additional details concerning the attack on the Christian funeral 
Pastor Sunil Salvation (said “We were given police protection for both the previous burials that 

we conducted, but March 6 [2015], being a holiday on account of the festival of Holi 
[Hindu festival of colors], we decided not to bother the police and perform the burial 
ourselves...We were beaten mercilessly. The ambulance in which we were carrying the 
body was also broken; the glass windows were shattered. The spade with which we were 
digging the ground was taken up by someone in the mob, and he swung it at the 
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ambulance driver with full force. Thankfully the driver ducked, and the spade did not hit 
him. If it had, the driver would not have survived") 

Rev Virendar Kumar (aged 42, said “The Christians were beaten very severely as the mob 
targeted the Christians individually. Each and every Christian was being beaten up by 10-
12 people from the mob. Around 35-plus Christians are hospitalized in different hospitals 
in Faridabad. Some are seriously injured. Only those who escaped early escaped the 
beating. I was one of them. It was a mostly young crowd, but because of color on their 
faces due to the festival, we cannot identify them...How can this happen in a country 
where law and order is supposed to prevail?”) 

Rev S.P. David (filed a police report, no arrests have been made) 

Rev Vijayesh Lal (UPDATE: said “Things have changed in the last few months, and now more 
than ever the minority Christian community in Haryana is being victimized by hate 
crimes. We are concerned and urge the chief minister [governor], Mr Khattar, to 
intervene in the situation to restore the confidence of the community”) 

Date: March 6, 2015 
Location: Pali village, Haryana state  

Rev Virendar Kumar (aged 42, UPDATE: church attacked by Hindu extremists, later summoned 
by police to answer a complaint that the woman buried in the Christian funeral two days 
earlier was actually Hindu) 

Date: March 8, 2015 
Location: Pali village, Haryana state  

Rev Subhash Chand (church mobbed on February 11, 2015 by Bajrang Dal [RSS paramilitary 
youth organization] members; UPDATE: returned to his village to find his church had 
been vandalized burglarized, and converted into a Hindu temple by the Vishwa Hindu 
Parishad, filed a police report, Chief Minister [governor] Khattar responded with false 
accusations against him before the state assembly, has moved his family to a nearby city 
for safety) 

Dr John Dayal (UPDATE: responded to the verbal attacks against Rev Subhash Chand by Chief 
Minister [governor] Khattar “His government has showed its commitment to Hinduism 
by its recent actions and comments on beef, making Gita [part of an epic tale in Hindu 
scripture] a part of the curricula and such. His justification of the actions of the violent 
elements who oppose the church and attacked it undermines the rule of law in the state. 
The chief minister has lowered the dignity of his office and betrayed the trust of people 
he is sworn to protect”) 

Date: March 16, 2015 
Location: Kaimri village, Hissar district, Haryana state 

Mukesh (hospital custodian, threatened by a mob backed by a media crew “The mob consisted of 
around 15-plus people and was stirred by Raj Kumar Dhaka, a lab technician working in 
the same hospital [and member of the RSS paramilitary organization]. They objected to 
me being a Christian and attending church in Kalanaur. I am attending the Uddhar Ka 
Jeevan Kalisia [Eternal Life Church] since April 2012, when my wife was healed 
miraculously as a result of prayers...There is no prayer being held at my house, but I do 



attend church. This is a frame up. [The next day] Dr Sagwan handed me a letter from the 
contractor which said that they are not satisfied with my work, and just like that I was 
without a job. I was not given any notice period, and neither were the charges explained. 
I have been terminated because I am a Christian. I don’t know what to do now. I have a 
family to support”) 

Dates: March 9-10, 2015 
Location: Rohtak district, Haryana state 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/03/christians-in-haryana-india-hit-with-beatings-

opposition-from-chief-minister-discrimination/ 

Pastor CH Prabhudas (church vandalized during Holi celebrations by two men thought to be RSS 
paramilitary members) 

Rev Ronald John (UPDATE: said “Attacks on Christians are growing on an increased scale. The 
situation [for] Christian minorities here in Mahabubnagar district is going from bad to 
worse. The reason for the increased attacks on Christians is that there has been wide hate 
propaganda by the right wing Hindu nationalists organizations lately”) 

Date: March 5, 2015 
Location: Balanagar, Mahabubnagar district, Telangana state 
Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/03/31/church-vandals-still-at-large-hindu-radicals-

destroy-property/ 

Event: More than 60 Bajrang Dal [the RSS paramilitary youth wing] members attack a 
church, local hospitals refused to treat the injured due to fears of attack 

Pastor Wilson (severely injured, hospitalized more than 70 kilometers away) 

Mr Ashok (severely injured with a spinal cord injury, unable to sit or walk, hospitalized more 
than 70 kilometers away) 

Date: March 15, 2015 
Location: Hosanagar, Shimoga district, Karnataka state 
Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/03/31/pastors-spine-dislocated-after-violent-church-

attack-in-india/ 

Pastor Paul Agustin (arrested on charges of 'inciting sectarian clashes') 

Date: March 30, 2015 
Location: Srinagar, Jammu and Kashmir state 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60379 

Fr Cedric Prakash SJ (director of the Prashant Jesuit Centre for Human Rights, Justice and 
Peace; UPDATE: applauded the Supreme Court's notice to reverse the Allahabad High 
Court's dropping of criminal conspiracy charges against leading members of the 
Bharatiya Janata Party [BJP] and the Vishwa Hindu Parishad [VHP] for the 1996 
destruction of the Babur mosque in Ayodhya: "What will come of these notices is 
anybody's guess. However, despite the time that has gone by, it is never too late for the 
cause of justice to be served...The people of India will be waiting for the Supreme Court 
to act decisively in this matter and thereby ensure that the generations to come will be 
able to live without fear in a free, tolerant and pluralistic India") 
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Date: April 1, 2015 
Location: Ahmedabad, Gujarat state  
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Indian-Jesuit-backs-Supreme-Court-decision-against-

leaders-behind-Babri-Masjid-demolition-33877.html 

 

 
Iran 
Mojtaba Seyyed-Alaedin Hosseini (convert, arrested at a house church in Shiraz, Fars province 

along with up to nine others on February 8 2012; sentenced to a total of four years and 
two months in prison on June 16, 2013; UPDATE: conditionally released from prison) 

Date: March 18, 2015 
Location: Adel-Abad prison, Shiraz 
Source: 

http://mohabatnews.com/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=10076:christ
ian-convert-conditionally-released-before-persian-new-year&catid=36:iranian-
christians&Itemid=279 

 

 
Iraq 
Fr Dankbar Issa (said "ISIL is an army of the devil. And the warriors of ISIL are sons of the 

devil. There is no other explanation for what they are doing to people") 

Fadil (young father, said "We Christians must suffer as Christ suffered. That is what our faith 
teaches us. But that also comforts us. Faith is the only thing we have left") 

Abdel (plans to move his family of five to Jordan for Easter, and from there to Australia) 

Date: March 29, 2015 
Location: Malabrwan 
Source: http://members4.boardhost.com/acnaus/msg/1427940248.html 

Fr Janan Shamil Azeez (spoke on the visit of papal envoy Cardinal Fernando Filoni to the 
refugee camps for Easter “Everyone understands that they are not alone in their suffering; 
this helps them find the strength to endure the situation. Since the beginning of this 
tragedy, the refugees and the bishops have always asked not to be left alone...In our 
Eastern tradition, we never dwell upon to the cross. The cross is not a curse, but a tool of 
glory, which refers to the resurrection") 

Date reported: April 3, 2015 
Location: Erbil 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Iraqi-priest:-Even-among-Mosul-refugees,-life-and-

resurrection-win-over-death-33896.html 
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Kenya 
Collins Wetangula (student, described the al-Shabab attack on Garissa University College in 

which Muslims were freed and 147 others mostly Christians were killed and at least 70 
injured, said he and his roommates locked themselves in their dorm room, added "All I 
could hear were footsteps and gunshots. Nobody was screaming because they thought 
this would lead the gunmen to know where they are...If you were a Christian, you were 
shot on the spot. With each blast of the gun, I thought I was going to die") 

Grace Kai (student, said "Some strangers had been spotted in Garissa town and were suspected 
to be terrorists. Then on Monday our college principal told us that strangers had been 
spotted in our college. On Tuesday we were released to go home, and our college closed, 
but the campus remained in session, and now they have been attacked”) 

Elizabeth Namarome Musinai (aged 20, student, education major, daughter of Fred Kaskon 
Musinai and Rose Nafula , called her father during the attack at dawn to say "There are 
gunshots everywhere! Tell Mum to pray for me — I don't know if I will survive", 
apparently shot dead, body not recovered, is not on the wounded list) 

Fred Kaskon Musinai (father of Garissa University student Elizabeth Namarome Musinai, called 
at 1 PM by an al-Shabab terrorist who said "I am going to kill your daughter", after 
gunshots were heard told him "She is now with her God") 

Rose Nafula (mother of Elizabeth Namarome Musinai, in shock) 

Maureen Manyego (aged 21, heard al-Shabab terrorists taunt students "We are not bad guys, we 
are just here to make your Easter Holiday better" before shooting them) 

Joel Ayora (said the terrorists first burst into a church service, seized worshippers, and 
“proceeded to the hostels, shooting anybody they came across except their fellows, the 
Muslims”) 

Bishop Joseph Alessandro (said “We woke up with the noise of helicopters flying low over the 
town and ambulance and police sirens blaring. We immediately understood that 
something serious happened...It is very sad that this attack is happening during the Easter 
festivities...Most of the students in the college are not from here, they are not Somali, and 
they are not Muslims”) 

Date: April 2, 2015 
Location: Garissa 

Bishop Julius Kalu (said "Terrorists wanted to divide the country into religious factions and that 
must be resisted") 

Date: April 3, 2015 
Location: Mombasa 

Cardinal John Njue (read a message of prayer and condolences from Pope Francis to the people 
of Kenya) 



Date: April 3, 2015 
Location: Nairobi 
Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/04/3796287 

and http://www.persecution.org/2015/04/02/al-shabaab-targeting-christian-students-in-
garissa-kenya-university-attack/ 

and [warning - graphic]: http://www.christianpost.com/news/there-are-gunshots-everywhere-
tell-mum-to-pray-for-me-terrorists-made-garissa-students-call-parents-before-slaughter-
in-kenya-136912/ 

and [warning - graphic]: http://www.raymondibrahim.com/muslim-persecution-of-
christians/are-you-muslim-or-christian-death-to-christians/ 

and http://allafrica.com/stories/201504030348.html 

 

 
Lebanon 
Samy Gemayel (member of parliament, said that Christians may be driven out of the Mideast 

within two years) 

Date: March 29, 2015 
Source: http://www.wnd.com/2015/03/no-more-christians-in-mideast-within-2-years/ 

 

 
Niger 
Fr Mauro Armanino SMA (UPDATE: spoke of Easter celebrations after listing the churches 

destroyed by arson in January 2015 "The faithful will feel protected for a day, within the 
courtyard where there will be armed police in uniform. The rest of the day will be spent 
quietly and maybe even the day after, recognized as a public holiday in Niger, but then 
discrimination will continue as before") 

Date: April 1, 2015 
Location: Niamey 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37575-

AFRICA_NIGER_The_churches_burned_in_January_will_be_protected_at_Easter_but_t
hen_discrimination_will_continue_as_before_says_a_missionary#.VRzM78JTEfg 

 

 
Nigeria 
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Event: Nigerians spoke at the Hudson Institute on the Chibok schoolgirls abduction and 
the #BringBackOurGirls campaign 

Bukky Shonibare (humanitarian aid worker) 

Emanuel Ogebe (attorney, said that one escaped girl received a college scholarship in the U.S. 
but was denied a visa "That I don’t get, because she was in the same class with all these 
other girls, she was abducted with all these other girls.  [She is now] back in Nigeria at 
risk, because the U.S. embassy is applying a different set of rules to one girl", had even 
asked for White House assistance "Nothing. We get nothing...Boko Haram killed in the 
first week of January [2015] the same number of people that it took ISIL six months to 
kill last year [2014]") 

Date: March 23, 2015 
Location: Washington DC, United States 
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/with-bringbackourgirls-no-longer-trending-

nigerians-aghast-at-inaction-from-donors-38222/ 
and [with video]: http://www.hudson.org/events/1236-boko-haram-the-islamic-state-s-west-

african-franchise32015 

Bishop Emmanuel Badejo (UPDATE: criticized the large media attention given the 12 people 
killed at the Paris magazine Charlie Hebdo and the small attention given the 2,000 people 
killed at the same time by Boko Haram in Baga “Nothing happened, nobody heard 
anything. What do you say about civilization looking at all of that, and keeping quiet and 
ignoring it?”) 

Date: March 2015 
Location: Paris, France 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/former-u.s.-congressman-obama-refused-to-help-

nigeria-stop-boko-haram-over  

 

 
North Korea 
Event: Two South Korean pastors detained 
Pastor Kim Kuk Gi  

Pastor Choe Chun Gil 

Date: late 2014 
Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/04/01/north-korea-detains-south-korean-pastor-for-

espionage/ 
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Pakistan 
Shamim Bhatti (Christ Church volunteer security guard, hospitalized in critical condition 

following the March 15, 2015 terror attack on Christ Church; UPDATE: died from his 
wounds, buried) 

Date: March 29, 2015 
Location: Youhanabad area, Lahore, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37548-

ASIA_PAKISTAN_20_victims_of_the_attacks_on_the_churches_in_Youhanabad#.VRo
02sJTEfg 

Fr Clarnes Hayat (pastor, church shot at by two men on a motorbike) 

Aziz Sahotra (witnessed the shooting) 

Aslam Kami (witnessed the shooting) 

John Karamat (aged 19, brother of Aslam Karamat, witnessed the shooting) 

Aslam Karamat (brother of John Karamat, witnessed the shooting) 

Date: March 24, 2015 
Location: Lahore, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5264 

Pervaiz Gill (brother of attorney Sardar Mushtaq Gill, shot in the back by the rapist of one of his 
brother's Christian clients, hospitalized in serious condition) 

Date: April 1, 2015 
Location: Lahore, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5268 

Samuel Piyara (UPDATE: said "We urgently need to ensure health care, material and 
psychological assistance to the [over 90] injured people after the [March 15, 2015] 
attacks on the churches in Youhanabad. There are also women and children among the 
victims of this brutal episode. We urgently need to provide material and psychological 
assistance, as well as food for 25 people. The victims are in very critical condition. Their 
families also need food") 

Date: April 1, 2015 
Location: Youhanabad, Lahore, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37568-

ASIA_PAKISTAN_28_Christians_are_indicted_for_the_lynching_of_Lahore#.VRzOV
MJTEfg 

Shamim Masih (activist, journalist; UPDATE: beaten by two motorcyclists who demanded he 
stop writing about Christian persecution, arm broken, family threatened) 

Date: March 29, 2015 
Location: Islamabad 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5271 

 

http://www.fides.org/en/news/37548-ASIA_PAKISTAN_20_victims_of_the_attacks_on_the_churches_in_Youhanabad#.VRo02sJTEfg
http://www.fides.org/en/news/37548-ASIA_PAKISTAN_20_victims_of_the_attacks_on_the_churches_in_Youhanabad#.VRo02sJTEfg
http://www.fides.org/en/news/37548-ASIA_PAKISTAN_20_victims_of_the_attacks_on_the_churches_in_Youhanabad#.VRo02sJTEfg
http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5264
http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5268
http://www.fides.org/en/news/37568-ASIA_PAKISTAN_28_Christians_are_indicted_for_the_lynching_of_Lahore#.VRzOVMJTEfg
http://www.fides.org/en/news/37568-ASIA_PAKISTAN_28_Christians_are_indicted_for_the_lynching_of_Lahore#.VRzOVMJTEfg
http://www.fides.org/en/news/37568-ASIA_PAKISTAN_28_Christians_are_indicted_for_the_lynching_of_Lahore#.VRzOVMJTEfg
http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5271


 
Syria 
Event: Father and son killed by the Ahrar al-Sham Islamic movement  
Elias Naguib (aged 83, father of Nael Elias, killed) 

Nael Elias (aged 44, son of Elias Naguib, killed) 

Date: March 28, 2015 
Location: Idlib  
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60377 

Fr Ibrahim Farah (aged 57, abducted by Islamists belonging to the al-Nusra Front, an al-Qaeda 
affiliate, along with other parishioners) 

Date: March 28, 2015 
Location: Idlib  
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37578-

ASIA_SYRIA_Idlib_in_the_hands_of_jihadists_Orthodox_priest_kidnapped#.VRzLzMJ
TEfg 

Patriarch Ignatius Ephrem Joseph III (UPDATE: said "The invasion by the Islamic State and its 
supporters on some 30 Christian villages on the Khabur River February 23 [2015] 
resulted in the killing of more than two dozen people, the kidnapping of around 300 and 
the uprooting of around 2,500 people...we still have Westerners calling for the fall of 
what they call the Syrian regime...It has its errors, its weaknesses, its failures. But that 
doesn't mean that Westerners have the right to keep hammering the government, aiming 
for it to fall. If this Syrian government falls, it will be a kind of hecatomb - that means a 
horrible catastrophe - on the whole region. And it will primarily hit minorities, especially 
the Christian communities, who are the most vulnerable in this ongoing conflict") 

Date: March 25, 2015 
Location: Beirut, Lebanon 
Source: http://www.ncregister.com/daily-news/cry-of-the-persecuted-syriac-christians-what-is-

our-future-here/ 

Bishop George Abu Khazen OFM (UPDATE: said "These are difficult days, especially after the 
fall of Idlib [which] is not far from Aleppo and people fear the same might happen here. 
Yet, in spite of fears, Christians are taking part in Holy Week rites and the churches are 
always packed...the presence and the number of faithful on Palm Sunday was beautiful 
and touching. [Despite shelling] everywhere, people were not afraid and attended Mass 
and the procession with their children. For the youngest, it was a special feast, for they 
carried the adorned candles during the procession...Faith is really stronger than fear") 

Date: April 2, 2015 
Location: Aleppo 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Vicar-of-Aleppo:-Despite-the-war,-churches-crowded-

for-Easter-33889.html 

http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60377
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Turkey 
Helen Machankova (aged 35, Russian national, converted to Christianity after her Muslim 

husband said he was glad to hear that Christians were being killed in Syria, stabbed to 
death by her husband after her conversion) 

Date: March 15, 2013 
Source [with photo]: http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/03/helen-machankova-neomartyr-

march-15-2013.html#more 

 

 
United States - Indiana 
Kevin O’Connor (father of Crystal O’Connor, pizza business forced to close after receiving 

death and firebombing threats following media misrepresentations of an offhand defense 
of traditional marriage as a denial of service to homosexual customers, entry on Google 
maps hacked and replaced with a 'Gay Jesus' avatar, in hiding) 

Crystal O’Connor (aged 21, daughter of Kevin O’Connor, in hiding) 

Date: March 31, 2015 
Location: Walkerton  
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/the-fake-news-story-that-forced-an-indiana-pizzeria-

to-shut-down-and-its-ch 

United States - New Jersey 
Patricia Jannuzzi (aged 57, parochial high school religious teacher, effectively fired from her 

teaching position for commenting on Facebook that arguments in favor of same sex 
marriage were “bologna”) 

Date: March 12, 2015 
Location: Somerville 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/patricia-januzzi-finally-given-opportunity-to-

counter-hollywood-lynch-mob-a 

United States 
Event: Three Christian leaders issue a call for prayer for the persecuted, "This Holy Week 

we are calling upon Christians to also reflect upon the crucifixion, beheading, 
stoning, enforced slavery, sexual abuse, human trafficking, harassment, bombing 
and displacement of hundreds of thousands of Christians — and others — whose 
faith alone has made them a target of religious extremists. These communities need 
our love and support like never before, and they also need security and protection 
from the world like never before", call has been joined by 80 others 

http://www.johnsanidopoulos.com/2015/03/helen-machankova-neomartyr-march-15-2013.html#more
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Cardinal Timothy Dolan  

Roma Downey (television producer) 

Mark Burnett (television producer) 

Date: April 3, 2015 
Source: http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/03/living/last-easter-iraq/index.html 

and http://www.christianpost.com/news/over-80-christian-leaders-respond-to-call-for-prayer-
issued-by-cardinal-dolan-roma-downey-and-mark-burnett-for-persecuted-believers-
136902/ 

 

 
Vatican City 
Fr Raniero Cantalamessa OFM Cap. (Preacher to the Papal Household, said in a homily during 

the Passion of Our Lord “For once let us not think about social evils collectively: hunger, 
poverty, injustice, the exploitation of the weak. These evils are spoken about often [even 
if it is never enough], but there is the risk that they become abstractions — categories 
rather than persons. Let us think instead of the suffering of individuals, people with 
names and specific identities, of the tortures that are decided upon in cold blood and 
voluntarily inflicted at this very moment by human beings on other human beings, even 
on babies...How many instances of 'Ecce homo' ['Behold the man!'] there are in the 
world! How many prisoners who find themselves in the same situation as Jesus in Pilate’s 
praetorium: alone, hand-cuffed, tortured, at the mercy of rough soldiers full of hate who 
engage in every kind of physical and psychological cruelty and who enjoy watching 
people suffer. 'We must not sleep; we must not leave them [the persecuted in the image of 
Christ] alone!'") 

Date: April 3, 2015 
Location: St Peter's Basilica 
Source: http://www.zenit.org/en/articles/father-cantalamessa-s-good-friday-homily--8 

 

 
Yemen 
Sam (alias, convert from Islam, said "Life for Christians in Yemen is very hard...All Christians 

in Yemen are from a Muslim background. According to Islamic Sharia law, it is 
forbidden for Muslims to convert to Christianity. The government says there is religious 
freedom, but that is not true. Christians are routinely harassed. They face daily struggle 
and persecution, first from their family members; then from the government...The 
message of Christ is touching hearts through television, the Internet and radio, and people 
are coming to Christ. This is our hope!") 

http://www.cnn.com/2015/04/03/living/last-easter-iraq/index.html
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Date: March 31, 2015 
Location: undisclosed, off the coast of North Africa 
Source: http://www.cbn.com/cbnnews/world/2015/March/Yemeni-Christians-Suffering-Is-Our-

Reality/ 
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