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Azerbaijan 
Valida Jabrayilova (aged 38, cited for distributing religious literature door to door in Pirallahi on 

December 5, 2014, detained by the NSM secret police on February 17, 2014 for a pretrial 
detention of three months', facing possible five years' imprisonment; UPDATE: specific 
charges still not made against her, request to be transferred from the NSM headquarters 
to house arrest denied, three Muslim prisoners with similar allegations granted house 
arrest) 

Date: April 10, 2015 
Location: Baku  
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2054 

 

 
Canada 
Rev David Lynn (street preacher, as of September 30, 2014 has been cited by police under the 

busking law for using an amplifier in Yonge-Dundas Square in Toronto, others doing the 
same were not cited; UPDATE: charges dropped) 

Date: April 6, 2015 
Location: Toronto 
Source: http://www.christiantelegraph.com/issue26540.html 

 

 
China 
Lina Chen (member of the Justice and Peace Commission of the Diocese of Hong Kong, 

reported on the situation in China regarding religious and political liberty) 

Date: April 10, 2015 
Location: Bangkok, Thailand 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Justice-and-Peace-Commission-in-Hong-Kong,-in-

support-of-the-democratic-umbrella-movement-33941.html 
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Egypt 
Fr Ezekiel Khalil (reported on a church closed by fanatics since 1960, which could serve 102 

Coptic families if reopened) 

Date: April 5, 2015 
Location: Khattara village 
Source: http://www.copts-united.com/English/Details.php?I=1350&A=18247 

Sobhi Qelieny (described how Copts were attacked, beaten, their shops destroyed, and then how 
police arrested 12 of them along with their attackers in an attempt to force a 
reconciliation meeting) 

Date: April 5, 2015 
Location: Galaa village, Samalot  
Source: http://www.copts-united.com/English/Details.php?I=1350&A=18242 

'Mama' Maggie Gobran (former marketing executive and university professor, wife of Ibrahim, 
works with the largely Christian 'garbage people', has helped over 30,000 people) 

Date reported: April 2, 2015 
Location: Cairo 
Source [with photo]: http://www.catholicherald.co.uk/issues/april-3rd-2015/the-angel-among-

the-garbage-pickers/ 

Gad Youssef Younan (aged 22, English teacher, arrested on charges of contempt of religion for a 
Facebook post) 

Date: April 9, 2015 
Location: Al-Nasriah village, Bani Mazar, Minya province 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60501 

Bishop Agathon (condemned a police attack on a diocesan building as an “insult to Christian 
sanctities”) 

Date: April 3, 2015 
Location: Minya 
Source [with photo]: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=60491 

 

 
India 
Pastor Daniel Singh (Good Friday service interrupted by Hindu extremists who threatened to 

burn down his church, the BJP district president threatened to terminate the job of a 
church member, five days later a court ordered him to vacate the premises) 

Dates: April 3 and 8, 2015 
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Location: Swar, Rampur district, Uttar Pradesh state  

Rev Manoj Samuel (home attacked during a prayer meeting by 30 Hindu extremists, said “They 
broke the wall of the hut and stormed in, accused me of giving money to people to make 
them follow Jesus and mercilessly attacked us. Four Christians, including three women, 
were rushed to the hospital for treatment. They sustained injuries on their heads, backs 
and legs, and they complained of internal pain as well”) 

Date: March 26, 2015 
Location: Maharajganj, Rae Bareilly district, Uttar Pradesh state   

Rev Dr Raju Thomas (said a police report had been filed on the attack by 20 Hindu extremists on 
a Lenten service in which several people were beaten then taken to the police station for 
protection, no action had been taken) 

Yusuf Dass (said “There is a feeling of insecurity among the Christian community with the 
frequent occurrence of physical attacks against the churches and the Christians, the 
‘homecoming’ programs and the hate speech and campaigns by the top leaders of the 
Sangh Parivar and ministers of the BJP almost on a daily basis. We have submitted a 
letter to the state minority commission addressing these issues”) 

Date: March 26, 2015 
Location: Agra, Uttar Pradesh state  

Dr John Dayal (UPDATE: said “Uttar Pradesh has been a particular focus of the BJP and its 
strong arms, the Rashtriya Swayamsevak Sangh [paramilitaries], World Hindu Council 
and the Bajrang Dal [youth group], and the BJP is working aggressively towards winning 
the 2017 state legislative assembly poll. Electoral victory will result in having a majority 
in the upper house of Parliament in New Delhi, and this will enable them to make any 
constitutional changes they like, such as a national law against conversion or against 
beef”) 

Date: April 10, 2015 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/04/hindu-extremists-block-good-friday-service-beat-

christians-in-uttar-pradesh-india/ 

 

 
Iraq 
Samer (husband of Amira, father of Oneil, refugee) 

Amira (wife of Samer, mother of Oneil, refugee) 

Oneil (son of Samer and Amira, refugee) 

Fr Aram (spoke on the August 2014 arrival of the refugees after the advance of ISIL "This isn't 
the first time people are fleeing their homes in Mosul and other villages and coming here. 
But this time it was like an exodus") 

Nassir (aged 50, militia member) 
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Iwan Massieh (aged 22, supports Christians who have taken up arms with the militia) 

Date: April 6, 2015 
Location: Al-Qosh 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150406154339.htm 

Mirna Fadi (aged 9, refugee, said of life in the refugee camp "We want to live in a healthy and 
clean place. There are so many diseases spreading here. There are bugs everywhere, and 
some of us have scabies") 

Date: April 6, 2015 
Location: Erbil 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150406155517.htm 

Shelan Jibrael (aid worker, has been helping Christian and Yazidi refugees) 

Date: April 7, 2015 
Location: Erbil 
Source [with photo]: http://www.aina.org/news/20150407002315.htm 

 

 
Kenya 
More accounts from the al-Shabab attack on Garissa University College in which 148 were 

killed and 104 wounded 
Reuben Mwavita (aged 21, student, saw three female students shot dead while they prayed for 

mercy) 

Susan Kitoko (aged 24, student, jumped from a window to escape the terrorists, hip broken) 

Date: April2, 2015 
Location: Garissa 
Source: http://www.reuters.com/article/2015/04/03/us-kenya-security-college-survivors-

idUSKBN0MU12P20150403 

Cynthia Cheroitich (aged 19, student, hid under a pile of clothes in a cupboard for two days and 
drank lotion to survive, came out only after a teacher convinced her that the terrorists 
were dead) 

Date: April 4, 2015 
Location: Garissa 
Source: http://www.christianpost.com/news/i-was-just-praying-to-my-god-christian-student-

who-drank-lotion-to-survive-found-two-days-after-kenya-massacre-136925/ 

Amos Simiyu (first year student at Garissa University College, hid from the al-Shabab terrorists 
under a staircase where the thrown grenades were deflected by a wall, saw them retrieve 
ammunition from caches hidden in the dormitory, then use knives when they ran out of 
ammunition) 
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Duncan Obwamu (aged 25, student, saw a woman leading Christian prayers shot dead at the 
beginning of the April 2, 2015 attack, said of the shooter "He didn't say anything, but you 
could see from the look on his face he was very happy. I heard him laugh as he 
communicated with the others outside. He was very happy about what he'd done", shot in 
the arm and shoulder, pretended to be dead) 

Gideon Nyabwengi (aged 19, student, saw his best friend killed while begging for mercy during 
the April 2, 2015 attack on Garissa University College, said "When we went to that 
university, we thought what kind of university is this? The lack of security was a major 
thing. When you got your letter of admission to Garissa some people were saying it 
wasn't safe to go. This thing was being predicted") 

Stanley Muli (aged 22, student, hid in his wardrobe during the April 2, 2015 attack on Garissa 
University College, said "I was just praying [to] God that the [Kenya Defence Forces] 
would come. I was just thinking how come they have taken so long, because the barracks 
are near. The government failed to protect us. We are angry, because we lost some of our 
best friends. How come security wasn't there when we were at the university? They took 
no care") 

Date reported: April 7, 2015 
Location: Garissa 
Source: http://allafrica.com/stories/201504071152.html 

Isaac Kosgei (aged 20, student, education major, killed in the terror attack on Garissa University 
College) 

Joy Chepkorir (aged 20, student, education major, killed in the terror attack on Garissa 
University College) 

Faith Chepkorir (aged 21, student, education major, killed in the terror attack on Garissa 
University College) 

Samuel Koech (relative of Isaac Kosgei, Joy Chepkorir, and Faith Chepkorir, said "It was really 
difficult to identify the bodies of our children. We kept on looking from one hospital to 
the other without much success") 

Selpher Wandia (aged 21, student, killed in the terror attack on Garissa University College) 

Millicent Murugi (student, survived the terror attack on Garissa University College, said “One 
terrorist picked up a call from a phone on a dead body close by, and he said that they 
were continuing to kill their children, and that they need to know that Garissa is for 
Muslims only”) 

Esther Kawira (student, survived the terror attack on Garissa University College, said “Bullets 
missed me narrowly as I fled for my life while the terrorists were separating Muslims 
from non-Muslims before gunning down the Christians”) 

Alex (aged 19, student, survived the terror attack on Garissa University College) 

Date: April 7, 2015 
Location: Garissa 
Source: http://allafrica.com/stories/201504100936.html 
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and [with photos] http://morningstarnews.org/2015/04/shocked-kenyans-grieve-worst-
islamic-extremist-assault-since-1998/ 

 

 
Mexico 
Fr Francisco Javier Gutierrez Diaz (aged 60, murdered in an apparent robbery) 

Cardinal Alberto Suarez Inda (condemned the murder of Fr Francisco Javier Gutierrez Diaz) 

Fr Prisciliano Hernandez (said "I can't find the words to express my pain at the death of my 
friend and my brother [Fr Francisco Javier Gutierrez Diaz], who in his life cut down evil 
and hate. It's a cruel injury that wounds the soul of his family, his friends and a 
community that prized and loved the priest...He's one more victim of the violence that 
lives in our country") 

Date: April 6, 2015 
Location: Salvatierra, Guanajuato 
Source: http://www.christianpost.com/news/priest-murdered-in-mexico-yet-again-archbishop-

asks-when-will-bloodshed-end-137270/ 

 

 
Nigeria 
Yahaya Joshua (convert to Islam, reverted back to Christianity, mob rioted with the intent of 

killing him, escaped) 

Rev Habila Garba (residence destroyed by arson after the reconversion of Yahaya Joshua, 
daughter died of smoke inhalation) 

Date: April 6, 2015 
Location: Gidan Maso village, Rogo local government area, Kano state 
Source: http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/04/church-razed-pastors-daughter-killed-in-

kano/#sthash.lpJRBBWe.dpuf 

 

 
Syria 
Bishop Mario Zenari (apostolic nuncio, UPDATE: described the events surrounding the ISIL 

takeover of the Palestinian refugee camp outside the capital “At Christmas in 2013, I got 
some money from Palestinian Christian schools for their suffering brothers. I worked 
hard to do get aid to its destination, but it was not easy. In the past, it was very risky to 
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venture near the camp. Now, the area is off-limits", added information about other 
locations: “The Christian Quarter [of Aleppo] was shelled recently.  [So was Homs,] I 
was there just a few days ago to commemorate the first anniversary of the death of Fr 
Frans van der Lugt...The situation is serious not only in Syria but throughout the region. 
Just think about what is happening in Iraq, Yemen...It is the Middle East that is burning”) 

Date: April 9, 2015 
Location: Damascus 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Nuncio-in-Damascus-calls-Yarmouk,-a-disgrace-

unfolding-amid-a-silent-international-community-33935.html 

 

 
United Kingdom 
Victoria Wasteney (occupational therapist in East London, disciplined on July 1, 2014 for 

praying for the health of a Muslim co-worker despite the co-worker agreeing to her 
prayer and despite a witness testifying he was pressured into making a statement against 
her; UPDATE: the Employment Tribunal ruled in her employer's favor, said that giving a 
Christian book to her co-worker constituted "harassing and bullying") 

Date: April 8, 2015 
Location: London 
Source: http://www.christianconcern.com/our-concerns/employment/christian-nhs-worker-

wrong-to-talk-about-faith-says-tribunal 
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