
Today’s Martyrs 
2015-05-10 through 2015-05-16 

 

 
Azerbaijan 
Irina Zakharchenko (aged 54, cited for distributing religious literature door to door in Pirallahi 

on December 5, 2014, detained by the NSM secret police on February 17, 2014 for a 
pretrial detention; UPDATE: pretrial detention extended another two months) 

Valida Jabrayilova (aged 38, cited for distributing religious literature door to door in Pirallahi on 
December 5, 2014, detained by the NSM secret police on February 17, 2014 for a pretrial 
detention; UPDATE: pretrial detention extended another two months) 

Date: May 7, 2015 
Location: Baku 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2061 

 

 
Canada 
Stephen Woodworth (Member of Parliament; UPDATE: speech at a pro-life rally attended by 

25,000 interrupted by five FEMEN counter-protesters) 

Date: May 14, 2015 
Location: Parliament Hill, Ottawa 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/topless-protesters-with-femen-disrupt-pro-life-

march-second-year-in-a-row 

 

 
China 
Pastor Zhang “Bike” Mingxuan (president of the Chinese Association of Christian Family 

Churches; UPDATE: said “I called Pastor Wu Changle, and the police listened to the 
phone call. The next day, six domestic security protection squad [DSPS] agents from the 
Suqian Municipal Public Security Bureau threatened Pastor Wu, saying that he must not 
welcome me”) 

Pastor Wu Changle (said “They [DSPS agents] came to my house and said they knew [Pastor] 
Zhang had contacted me and planned on coming to visit. They asked if I wanted him to 
visit and said the Chinese House Church Alliance has been banned. They said that if he 
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comes to my home, I should just tell him I’m not there. I said Christians cannot tell lies. 
I’m home, and he wants to visit me because we haven’t seen each other in a long time. 
Why would I lie to him? The police said if I really want to see him, I can do so, but we 
can’t go to a gathering. They also said if I decide to welcome him, I should notify the 
DSPS that Zhang is coming and when”) 

Dates: May 7-8, 2015 
Location: Suqian, Anhui province  
Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/05/anhui-authorities-monitor-house-church.html 

Event UPDATE: Two Christians tried for membership in the Total Scope Church aka 
Born Again Movement, attorneys demonstrated that all witnesses were coerced by 
police 

Cheng Hongpeng (detained at a June 25, 2014 worship service; UPDATE: tried, verdict 
delayed) 

Zhao Weiliang (detained at a June 25, 2014 worship service; UPDATE: tried, verdict delayed, 
beaten by police after the court adjourned on the first day of the trial) 

Dates: April 22-23, 2015 
Location: Heze, Cao county, Shandong province 
Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/05/shandong-court-holds-trial-for.html 

 

 
Eritrea 
'Alice' (arrested January 24, 2009 as she attempted to leave the country, held without charge, 

released February 2015, faces government surveillance and censorship, unable to work) 

Date reported: May 8, 2015 
Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/05/15/remember-my-chains-one-eritrean-womans-

suffering-and-ministry-in-prison-for-christ/ 

 

 
India 
Event: Hindu radicals attack three churches just prior to the dedication of a missionary 

orphanage  
Sonia Gandhi (widow of Rajiv Gandhi, opposition Congress party leader, threatened with "direct 

action" by Hindu radicals if she dedicated the orphanage) 

Rev Ramesh Chandekar (church attacked, crucifix, holy vessels, and microphone damaged or 
destroyed) 

Sajan K George (UPDATE: said “religious freedom is on a downward spiral” in India) 
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Date: May 12, 2015 
Location: Indore, Madhya Pradesh state 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Madhya-Pradesh:-Hindu-radicals-attack-three-

churches-34234.html 

Sr Jaya OAS (described an attack of a center for mentally disabled children "It was 3:15 am 
Tuesday. Everyone was asleep, when suddenly heavy bricks were thrown on the roof of 
the house and fell into the room where we [four nuns] slept. Thanks to the Lord’s Divine 
Providence, no one was injured and the children were not present at that time. Now we 
sisters are afraid") 

Sajan K George (UPDATE: said "This is an attack not only against the sisters but also against 
children, those with more difficulties. All this makes the misdeed worse. The attack is an 
affront against society itself, to which the women religious offer a tireless and generous 
service by caring for needy children. The sisters re-educate children that society 
marginalizes. The authors of the crime show a lack of morality. Their night-time raid 
reflects the darkness of their minds and hearts") 

Date: May 12, 2015 
Location: Pipaldhar, Madhya Pradesh state 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/A-centre-for-disabled-children-run-by-Augustinian-

nuns-attacked-in-Madhya-Pradesh-34242.html 

 

 
Iraq 
Sr Diana Momeka (reported on April 30, 2015 to have been denied a visa to travel to the U.S. 

due to a U.S. government decision that she would likely overstay her visa, she was the 
only Christian in a delegation of Iraqi religious minorities who were to speak in the U.S. 
and the only member of the delegation to be denied a visa; UPDATE: decision reversed, 
visa issued) 

Date: May 11, 2015 
Source: http://www.christianpost.com/news/us-relents-after-pressure-grants-iraqi-nun-

persecuted-by-isis-travel-visa-138966/ 

Juliana George (aged 16, daughter of George, granddaughter of Fr Joseph, abducted) 

Fr Joseph (grandfather of Juliana George, chased after his granddaughter's abductors) 

George (father of Juliana George, said "I used to tuck her into bed and cover her every night...It 
has been 7 days now and no one seems to care, no one is doing anything") 

Dates: May 5-12, 2015 
Location: Bagdad 
Source [with photo]: http://www.aina.org/news/20150512050740.htm 

Juliana George (aged 16, daughter of George, granddaughter of Fr Joseph, abducted on May 5, 
2015; UPDATE: released, US$55,000 ransom paid) 
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George (father of Juliana George; UPDATE: said "I fear for her and my two other daughters. 
There is no reason to believe that we will not be targeted again. I don't see how we can 
stay in Baghdad after this") 

Date: May 13, 2015 
Location: Bagdad  
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150514175737.htm 

 

 
Kenya 
Event: Leaders from several churches joined in an ecumenical service following recent 

terror attacks 
Cardinal John Njue (UPDATE: said "As we remember the victims of the Garissa terror attack, 

we should continue to pray for those who were involved in this tragedy- those who 
actually killed so that they be converted and have respect for life") 

Archbishop Martin Kivuva Musonde (said "Some say God has left us. Some ask has God 
abandoned Kenya? We have been the pride of Africa for many years. We have been 
known for our political maturity, as a business hub and center for tourism, but this has 
now been washed away by terror and banditry") 

Archbishop Eliud Wabukala (UPDATE: condemned "the culture of short memory, where noise 
is made after every attack only to be followed by studious silence, we hear of arrests and 
people being taken to court but never the conclusion of the cases") 

Date: May 11, 2015 
Location: Nairobi 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37804-

AFRICA_KENYA_Remembering_the_victims_of_Garissa_Christian_leaders_denounce
_the_insecurity_in_which_Kenya_lives#.VVP-EcLJA5s 

 

 
Nigeria 
Rachael Habila (aged 40, teacher, abducted by Boko Haram on February 25, 2014 from Buni 

Yadi, Yobe state, forced to convert to Islam under threat of death, rescued by the 
Nigerian military) 

Date: May 2, 2015 
Location: Sambisa forest 
Source: http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/05/sambisa-forest-i-never-believed-we-would-make-

it-out-alive-rachael-christian-hostage/ 
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Pastor Emmanuel Danjuma Garkida (husband, father, stabbed several times by Muslim youths, 
saved by an older Muslim, hospitalized) 

Habila Daniel (killed by Muslim youth) 

Danlami Gaba (killed by Muslim youth) 

Michael Timothy Yusuf Usman (killed by Muslim youth) 

Stephen Galadima (killed by Muslim youth) 

Joshua Akpama (final year economics student at Ahmadu Bello University, killed by Muslim 
youth) 

Date: April 13, 2015 
Location: Saminaka, Lere local government area, Kaduna state 
Source: http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/05/kaduna-attackers-wanted-my-head-for-being-an-

infidel-redeemed-church-pastor/ 

Rev Dachollom Datiri (UPDATE: urged pastors faced with persecution to ensure that they have 
made proper estate planning for their families including the writing of wills, called on 
President-elect Muhammadu Buhari to keep his anti-corruption promises, said “Terrorism 
and insurgency have continued unabated in this country… We have suffered heavy losses 
in terms of human lives and property including two of our pastors and many members. 
The terrorists are doing this with impunity...We congratulate the Nigerian Army over the 
successes they are currently registering and encourage them to press on until the dreaded 
extremist sect is wiped off. We hope the incoming regime will make good its promise to 
end insurgency in Nigeria”) 

Date: May 13, 2015 
Location: Jos, Plateau state 
Source: http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/05/insecurity-cleric-laments-killing-of-pastors-

others/ 

Gyang (texted “Fulani Herdsmen have continued with their invasion of Christian communities 
here. The village of Shonong is under attack. Six Christians have also been killed in Kwi, 
Torok, and Rim, all in Riyom”) 

Date: April 25, 2015 
Location: Plateau state 

Gyang (UPDATE: said that two Christians were killed returning from a funeral and “four other 
Christians have just been killed in Kwi, in the Riyom Local Government Area”) 

Date: April 29, 2015 
Location: Barkin Ladi, Plateau state 

Rev Luka Gwom (killed by Fulani Muslim gunmen) 

Paulina (newlywed, killed by Fulani Muslim gunmen) 

Ishaku Pam (described the killing of Rev Luka Gwom and Paulina) 

Gyang (UPDATE: said “I was at the burial of the Christians killed in the Foron attack, and we 
counted 27 corpses”) 
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Date: May 2, 2015 
Location: Foron, Barkin local governmnet area, Plateau state 

Gyang (UPDATE: said “I was at Rim yesterday for a burial when a large number well-armed 
Fulanis came to attack the village. This led to the killing of two of our community 
members on the farm. You’re aware that we in Riyom and Barkin Ladi LGAs have been 
under siege and invasion. Lives have been lost almost every day, and no serious action 
from any quarter by the government. But we are still faithful to our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ”) 

Date: May 7, 2015 
Location: Plateau state 

Gyang (UPDATE: wrote “The jihadists, in their quest to eliminate Christians in Plateau state 
and their thirst for blood, have succeeded in killing Christians and burning their houses. 
They are right now attacking Rim, Bangai, Gwon, Wereng, Ringya and Sopp”) 

Date: May 11, 2015 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/05/pastor-more-than-70-christians-killed-in-plateau-

state-nigeria/ 

 

 
Pakistan 
Event: Four Christians threatened with death for helping others build churches 
Javed David (said "It was 8 o'clock in the evening when we left to return to Lahore. We were 

about to reach the main road when a motorbike drove up and blocked the way. Maybe 
they were following us. The two bikers were wearing a helmet. One of them came up to 
my window and spoke to me. 'We know what you are doing here,’ he said. ‘Stop building 
churches. Convert to Islam, which is the true religion. Otherwise we will make a horrible 
example of you", added "My family and I are scared and worried because I continue to 
receive threats. Where can we go to enjoy religious freedom? This is our country; we 
have lived here for generations. After the tragedy in Youhanabad, circumstances have 
changed and now there is more fear. Still, I dedicated my life to Christ and I shall 
continue to serve His people, no matter what happens") 

John Akram  

Ata-ur-Rehman (said "Right now we were shocked and frightened. Previously, when we bought 
land to build the church in Sheikhupura, we met resistance from some members of the 
local Muslim community, but then it all worked out. The head of the local madrassa 
[Islamic school] laid the first brick. Both communities live in peace there, although we 
have seen rising religious intolerance") 

Saman Joy Alexander  

Date: April 4, 2015 
Location: Lahore 
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Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Pakistani-Christian-leader-receives-threats,-told-to-
“stop-building-churches-or-we-will-kill-you”-34209.html 

Event: martyrs are commemorated from the March 15, 2015 suicide bombings 
Aakash Bano (aged 20, son of Naz Bano, killed) 

Naz Bano (mother of Aakash Bano) 

James Sardar (aged 24, leather worker, husband of Fozia Sardar, father, killed) 

Fozia Sardar (widow of James Sardar, said of her daughter "She recognizes the face of her father 
on the [memorial] posters...I still go to Mass to the same church and I pray for the 
terrorists to convert. Life in this country is a disaster") 

Rev Arshad Ashknaz (led the memorial service) 

Date: May 10, 2015 
Location: Youhanabad Ghetto, Lahore 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Mothers-and-widows-remember-the-attacks-on-

Youhanabad-churches-34221.html 

Fr Nasir John (condemned the massacre of 47 Ismaili Shia Muslims on a bus "We stand with the 
Ismaili community. This is an attack on the integrity of Pakistan. No one is safe in 
Pakistan; anyone can kill") 

Date: May 13, 2015 
Location: Karachi, Sindh province 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Catholics-and-Muslims-united-in-mourning,-after-the-

slaughter-of-Ismaili-Shias-in-Karachi-34254.html 

Kushi Masih (aged 55, church usher, shot during the attempted March 15, 2015 twin suicide 
bombing, died the following day) 

Balqees Bashir (widow of Kushi Masih, can no longer afford to send her daughters to school, 
will be forced to arrange marriages for the three oldest, has requested financial aid) 

Aneeqa (aged 22, daughter of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir) 

Anita (aged 18, daughter of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir)  

Nisha (aged 17, daughter of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir) 

Rebecca (aged 15, daughter of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir) 

Snober (aged 13, daughter of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir) 

Sylvia (aged 11, daughter of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir)  

Rajesh (aged 19, son of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir) 

Excel (aged 6, son of Kushi Masih and Balqees Bashir) 

Date reported: May 10, 2015 
Location: Youhanabad, Lahore; Punjab province 
Source: http://www.britishpakistanichristians.org/blog/bomb-blast-victims-children-face-

uncertainty 
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Russia 
Vasily Platon (fined US$23.67 for handing out religious literature on a street) 

Date: February 24, 2015 
Location: Tikhoretsk, Krasnodar region 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2062 

 

 
Thailand 
Zaresh Gill (aged 16, Pakistani refugee) 

Munir Bashir (Pakistani refugee, husband, father of two, said of their time in the Immigration 
Detention Center “The conditions were horrific, cramped, dark and hot. My IDC 
experience is so bad, when I see my children, I can’t explain this because they are in 
prison and they have nothing. We spent seven months in IDC, but still my daughter had 
to face some problems. Flu, cough and she still have skin problem”) 

Date reported: May 11, 2015 
Source: http://www.pukaarnews.com/pakistani-christians-suffer-whilst-seeking-asylum-in-

thailand-2/14400/ 
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