
Today’s Martyrs 
2015-06-07 through 2015-06-13 

 

 
China 
Pastor Zhu Hewen (house church raided during a service, order to stop meeting and to turn over 

a list of all church members including the 20 college students, refused) 

Pastor Zhang “Bike” Mingxuan (president of the Chinese Association of Christian Family 
Churches; UPDATE: said “The purpose of a list of the college students’ names is to put 
pressure on the school president, students or parents, students are not allowed to believe 
in Jesus. This is a form of persecution directed at young people and students. I pray for 
them”) 

Date: May 31, 2015 
Location: Pu’er City, Yunnan province 
Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/06/in-yunnan-province-government.html 

Mark Ma Chao (UPDATE: refused to open the door when 16 DSPS and Religious Affairs 
Bureau agents attempted to interrupt a prayer service, told them "I don't have time right 
now", after 20 minutes of video recording the worshippers through glass the agents left, 
on the same day the local court dismissed his lawsuit against the Religious Affairs 
Bureau) 

Date: June 4, 2015 
Location: Baiyun district, Guangzhou city, Guandgong province 
Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/06/guangzhou-authorities-attempt-to-stop.html 

Event: Three church leaders were taken into custody on the 26th anniversary of the 
Tiananmen Square crackdown, released late in the evening 

Pastor Wang Yi 

Li Yingqiang 

Zhang Guoqing 

Date: June 4, 2015 
Location: Chengdu, Sichuan 

Pastor Liu Fenggang (car forced off a Xianghe, Hebei highway on October 17, 2012 by an SUV 
with a covered license plate shortly after passing an unmanned police checkpoint, the 
SUV driver then smashed the car's windshield with a club causing minor cuts; UPDATE: 
fled the country and arrived in the United States after a DSPS agent told him that he 
would spend every June 4th under house arrest) 

Date reported: June 11, 2015 
Location: Beijing 

http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/06/in-yunnan-province-government.html
http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/06/guangzhou-authorities-attempt-to-stop.html


Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/06/on-26th-anniversary-of-june-4-crackdown.html 

 

 
Egypt 
Hashmat Mossaad Nawar (agricultural land seized with the collusion of the mayor) 

Date reported: June 6, 2015 
Location: al-Shaghaba village, Assiut province 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=63197 

C M (secondary school student, released from jail after 62 days, had been arrested on charges of 
insulting Islam after he, three other students and a teacher, made a video that satirized the 
Islamic State [ISIL]) 

Dates: April 9 - June 9, 2015 
Location: Al-Nasriah village, Bani Mazar, Minya province 
Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/06/09/egyptian-christian-teen-released-on-bail-after-

62-days/ 

Rafik Riad Dawoud (husband of Salwa Nessem Hanna, father of Batoul, has not seen them since 
they disappeared on August 15, 2013, threatened with arrest when he insisted the security 
director investigate the case, was told his wife had embraced the 'true' religion) 

Salwa Nessem Hanna (aged 36, wife of Salwa Nessem Hanna, mother of Batoul, disappeared on 
August 15, 2013, police said she embraced the 'true' religion) 

Batoul (aged 1 year, daughter of Rafik Riad Dawoud and Salwa Nessem Hanna, disappeared on 
August 15, 2013, police said her mother embraced the 'true' religion) 

Date: June 10, 2014 
Location: Ismailia 
Source: http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=63247 

Maher Fayez Habib (secondary school student, reported on May 18, 2015 to have been arrested 
on a charge of insulting Islam, held for 4 days in jail; UPDATE: judge ordered him held 
another 15 days) 

Date: June 12, 2015 
Location: Beni Suef 
Source: http://www.copts-united.com/English/Details.php?I=1398&A=19096 

 

 
India 
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http://www.mcndirect.com/showsubject.aspx?id=63197
http://www.persecution.org/2015/06/09/egyptian-christian-teen-released-on-bail-after-62-days/
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Cardinal Telesphore Toppo (received an extortion letter demanding US$781,915 to prevent his 
murder, the letter was reputed to be from the People's Liberation Front of India, a Maoist 
Communist Party of India splinter group) 

Date: June 8, 2015 
Location: Ranchi 
Source [with photo]: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/India,-death-threats-against-Card.-Toppo:-

I'm-not-afraid,-my-mission-continues-34480.html 

 

 
Iran 
Pastor Farshid Malayeri Fathi (aged 35, sentenced in 2011 or 2012 to six years imprisonment for 

"being the chief agent of foreign organizations in Iran and of administrating funds for 
foreign organizations"; sentenced on December 29, 2014 in Tehran to an additional year 
in prison, sentence appears related to a Revolutionary Guard raid on his prison in which 
alcohol was found in an adjacent ward, he denied involvement; UPDATE: appeal to 
overturn his sentence of an additional year imprisonment  and 74 lashes denied) 

Date: May 30, 2015 
Location: Rajaei-Shahr prison, Karaj 
Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/06/3878521/ 

Pastor Saeed Abedini (aged 35, convert, US citizen, husband of Naghmeh Shariat Panahi 
Abedini, father of Rebekka and Jacob, convicted on January 27, 2013 of undermining the 
government by spreading Christianity and sentenced to eight years in prison; UPDATE: 
'viciously' beaten by fellow inmates, no bones broken) 

Date: June 3, 2015 
Location: Rajai Shahr Prison 
Source [with photo]: http://aclj.org/persecuted-church/american-pastor-saeed-abedini-attacked-

beaten-by-fellow-prisoners 

 

 
Iraq 
Tariq Aziz (aged 79, former Foreign Minister in the Saddam Hussein regime, died in prison of a 

heart attack on June 5, 2015, body stolen while in transit for burial) 

Date: June 11, 2015 
Location: Bagdad International Airport 
Source: http://www.aina.org/news/20150611172817.htm 

http://www.asianews.it/news-en/India,-death-threats-against-Card.-Toppo:-I'm-not-afraid,-my-mission-continues-34480.html
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https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/06/3878521/
http://aclj.org/persecuted-church/american-pastor-saeed-abedini-attacked-beaten-by-fellow-prisoners
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Archbishop Yohanna Petros Moshe (UPDATE: said "I ask you to pray for us... especially for 
our political leaders to help them find the solution that will allow us to go back to our 
cities") 

Father Georges Jahoula (said that reportedly ISIL celebrated the one year anniversary of their 
occupation of Mosul by converting a church into a mosque "All our heritage is in Mosul, 
in Qaraqosh [formerly the main Syrian Catholic town in Nineveh] but especially in the 
monastery of St Behnam, which dates back to the fourth century AD. I have heard that 
some parts of the monastery, which is quite famous and old and contains thousands of 
Scriptures, were destroyed...But we have no news about our churches and monasteries 
because we have no-one left in Mosul to report on it") 

Date: June 9, 2015 
Location: Erbil, Kurdistan 
Source [with photo]: http://www.aina.org/news/20150611151558.htm 

  

 
Mexico 
Event: Two Evangelical Christians were arrested and ordered to leave their church, 

expelled from the village after they refused 
Casto Hernandez Hernandez (cousin of Juan Placido Hernandez) 

Juan Placido Hernandez (cousin of Casto Hernandez Hernandez) 

Date: March 12, 2015 
Location: Chichiltepec, Hidalgo state 

Event: Forty-eight Evangelical Christians were allowed to return to their homes after a two 
year exile 

Fidel Lopez Hernandez (aged 26, husband of Rosa, father of Damian de Jesus, Isaac, and 
Sandra) 

Rosa Hernandez (aged 26, wife of Fidel Lopez Hernandez, mother of Damian de Jesus, Isaac, 
and Sandra) 

Damian de Jesus (aged 4, son of Rosa and Fidel Lopez Hernandez) 

Isaac (aged 2, son of Rosa and Fidel Lopez Hernandez) 

Sandra (aged 14 months, daughter of Rosa and Fidel Lopez Hernandez) 

Bernarda Hernandez Cruz (aged 64, mother of Juana)  

Juana (aged 31, daughter of Bernarda Hernandez Cruz) 

Eduardo Lopez Hernandez (aged 37, husband of Rosalia, father of Clendy and Emmanuel) 

Rosalia (aged 27, wife of Eduardo Lopez Hernandez)  

Clendy (aged 3, daughter of Rosalia and Eduardo Lopez Hernandez)  

http://www.aina.org/news/20150611151558.htm


Emmanuel (aged 3 months, son of Rosalia and Eduardo Lopez Hernandez) 

Jaime Lopez Hernandez (aged 24, husband of Serafina, father of Blanca and Neftali)  

Serafina (wife of Jaime Lopez Hernandez, mother of Blanca and Neftali)  

Blanca (aged 4, daughter of Serafina and Jaime Lopez Hernandez)  

Neftali (aged 2 months, son of Serafina and Jaime Lopez Hernandez)  

Oscar Lopez Hernandez (aged 21, husband of Maria, father of Jhony and Brenda)  

Maria (aged 20, wife of Oscar Lopez Hernandez, mother of Jhony and Brenda)  

Jhony (aged 3, son of Maria and Oscar Lopez Hernandez)  

Brenda (aged 7 months, daughter of Maria and Oscar Lopez Hernandez) 

Fernando Perez Hernandez (aged 31, husband of Juliana, father of Rosa, Maria, Darianqui, 
Blanca, and Ines) 

Juliana (aged 33, wife of Fernando Perez Hernandez, mother of Rosa, Maria, Darianqui, Blanca, 
and Ines) 

Rosa (aged 12, daughter of Juliana and Fernando Perez Hernandez) 

Maria (aged 9, daughter of Juliana and Fernando Perez Hernandez) 

Darianqui (aged 4, daughter of Juliana and Fernando Perez Hernandez)  

Blanca (aged 2, daughter of Juliana and Fernando Perez Hernandez)  

Ines (aged 10 months, daughter of Juliana and Fernando Perez Hernandez) 

Eduardo Hernandez Perez (aged 43, husband of Natalia, father of Delfina, Maria, Ana, and 
Josue)  

Natalia (aged 42, wife of Eduardo Hernandez Perez, mother of Delfina, Maria, Ana, and Josue) 

Delfina (aged 20, daughter of Natalia and Eduardo Hernandez Perez) 

Maria (aged 13, daughter of Natalia and Eduardo Hernandez Perez)  

Ana (aged 4, daughter of Natalia and Eduardo Hernandez Perez) 

Josue (aged 2, son of Natalia and Eduardo Hernandez Perez) 

Josefa del Carmen Lopez Hernandez (aged 28, mother pf Maria)  

Maria (aged 7, daughter of Josefa del Carmen Lopez Hernandez) 

Elvia Hernandez Lopez (aged 22, mother of Yander)  

Yander (aged 4, son of Elvia Hernandez Lopez) 

Arnulfo Perez Lopez (aged 35, husband of Cristina, father of Reynulfo, Jose, Ana, and 
Marideysi) 

Cristina (aged 35, wife of Arnulfo Perez Lopez, mother of Reynulfo, Jose, Ana, and Marideysi) 

Reynulfo (aged 14, son of Cristina and Arnulfo Perez Lopez)  

Jose (aged 3, son of Cristina and Arnulfo Perez Lopez) 



Ana (aged 11, daughter of Cristina and Arnulfo Perez Lopez)  

Marideysi (aged 5, daughter of Cristina and Arnulfo Perez Lopez) 

Javier Cruz Cruz (aged 56, husband of Herlinda , father of Miguel, Jhobany, and Efrain) 

Herlinda (aged 31, wife of Javier Cruz Cruz, mother of Miguel, Jhobany, and Efrain)  

Miguel (aged 8, son of Herlinda and Javier Cruz Cruz)  

Jhobany (aged 3, son of Herlinda and Javier Cruz Cruz)  

Efrain (aged 3, son of Herlinda and Javier Cruz Cruz) 

Emiliana Lopez Cruz (aged 70, mother of Everardo)  

Everardo (aged 29, son of Emiliana Lopez Cruz) 

Date: April 15, 2015 
Location: Buenavista Bawitz, Chiapas state 

Event: Seventeen Evangelical Christians have been fighting their eviction from their village 
Pascual Alvaro Lopez (aged 53, husband of Micaela, father of Alfredo)  

Micaela (aged 42, wife of Pascual Alvaro Lopez, mother of Alfredo)  

Alfredo (aged 16, son of Micaela and Pascual Alvaro Lopez) 

Isidro Alvaro Lopez (aged 36, husband of Guadalupe del Carmen, father of Citlaly del Carmen 
and Jovany)  

Guadalupe del Carmen (aged 25, wife of Isidro Alvaro Lopez, mother of Citlaly del Carmen and 
Jovany)  

Citlaly del Carmen (aged 8, daughter of Guadalupe del Carmen and Isidro Alvaro Lopez)  

Jovany (aged 6, son of Guadalupe del Carmen and Isidro Alvaro Lopez) 

Juan Alvaro Lopez (aged 40, husband of Luciana, father of Edgar, Pascual, and Elvia)  

Luciana (aged 36, wife of Juan Alvaro Lopez, mother of Edgar, Pascual, and Elvia)  

Edgar (aged 19, son of Luciana and Juan Alvaro Lopez)  

Pascual (aged 17, son of Luciana and Juan Alvaro Lopez)  

Elvia (aged 16, daughter of Luciana and Juan Alvaro Lopez) 

Ruben Martinez Alvarez (aged 38, husband of Celestina, father of Yesica, Brayant, and Lucio)  

Celestina (aged 30, wife of Ruben Martinez Alvarez, mother of Yesica, Brayant, and Lucio)  

Yesica (aged 12, daughter of Celestina and Ruben Martinez Alvarez)  

Brayant (aged 9, son of Celestina and Ruben Martinez Alvarez)  

Lucio (aged 2, son of Celestina and Ruben Martinez Alvarez) 

Date: June 11, 2015 
Location: Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, Chiapas state 
Source: https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/06/3889101/ 

https://www.worldwatchmonitor.org/2015/06/3889101/


 

 
Myanmar 
Khon Ja Labang (UPDATE: has been raising money to support 120,000 Christian Kachin 

refugees who have been displaced by the military) 

Date: June 9, 2015 
Location: Yangon 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/For-Catholic-activist,-the-plight-of-Kachin-displaced-

by-the-military’s-violence-is-getting-worse-34464.html 

 

 
Nigeria 
Fr Emmanuel Akingbade (abducted, gunmen demanded US$100,528 from him to avoid being 

abducted) 

Bishop Felix Ajakaye (reported on the abduction of Fr Emmanuel Akingbade) 

Date: June 8, 2015 
Location: Ido-Elkit  
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37977-

AFRICA_NIGERIA_We_are_waiting_to_be_contacted_by_the_kidnappers_says_the_Bi
shop_of_Ekiti_after_the_kidnapping_of_a_priest#.VXpmHcLJAfg 

 

 
Pakistan 
Aasiya Noreen aka Asia Bibi (wife of Ashiq Masih, mother of five including Isham, still 

incarcerated on a 2009 blasphemy conviction and death sentence; UPDATE: has begun 
to vomit blood, has chest pain, is described as "so weak she can hardly walk", family is 
demanding proper medical care) 

Date reported: June 8, 2015 
Location: Multan prison 
Source: http://www.christiansinpakistan.com/asia-bibis-health-deteriorating-rapidly-blood-

vomits-in-jail/ 

Aftab Bahadur Masih (aged 39, former plumbing apprentice, executed by hanging for a 1992 
triple homicide despite the facts that the law prohibited execution of minors [he was 15 
when arrested], that his confession and all witness statements were extracted by torture 

http://www.asianews.it/news-en/For-Catholic-activist,-the-plight-of-Kachin-displaced-by-the-military's-violence-is-getting-worse-34464.html
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and later recanted, and that the police solicited a bribe from his family to drop the 
charges) 

Date: June 10, 2015 
Location: Kot Lakhpat Jail, Lahore, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5405 

and [with photos]: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/The-last-letter-of-Aftab,-an-innocent-
Pakistani-Catholic-who-was-hanged-34475.html 

Pastor Ilyas Masih (said of the local criminals' threats "We have already received warnings not to 
play musical instruments during the liturgy, and to stop the girls who sing in the choir. 
Our faithful are warned not to attend church") 

Fr Mario Rodrigues (UPDATE: said "Incidents related to the abuse of the blasphemy law are 
still frequent and Christians often pay the price") 

Date: June 11, 2015 
Location: Karachi 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/37976-

ASIA_PAKISTAN_Threats_to_a_Christian_community_in_Karachi#.VXpn4cLJAfg 

 

 
Palestine 
Rami Fellemon (director of Jerusalem Evangelistic Outreach, described a mob attack on an 

Ethiopian Orthodox monastery that began after a dispute between a Christian and a 
Muslim “When they came, it was a wave of anger that was - you cannot describe it, you 
cannot understand it. Because when one kid is fighting with another kid, and 60 to 80 
people come and start smashing doors and throwing stones on windows and doors of 
Christian families and smashing the cross of the convent, this is totally not about a kid 
hurting a kid. This is more about Islam and Christianity. It’s more about persecution”, the 
rioters spray-painted on the monastery the same slogans used by ISIL when beheading 
the Ethiopian refugees in Libya) 

Nashat Filmon (Bible Society general director, “The dark ideology of ISIL is spreading all over 
the region like cancer. This is also including the Holy Land. Christians, overall, live here 
in peace and harmony with Muslims in Jerusalem and the West Bank, but incidents do 
happen from time to time, and it’s true that these incidents have recently increased, 
especially in the Old City of Jerusalem...Pray for the relationships between Muslims and 
Christians to be good despite all of the problems. Pray that the Christians would act as 
they are called to be, ‘salt and light’ and a living testimony. Pray against this dark, 
satanic, and attacking spirit of fundamentalism, and for the Christians to respond in a way 
that reflects Christ”) 

Date: May 4, 2015 
Location: East Jerusalem 

http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5405
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/The-last-letter-of-Aftab,-an-innocent-Pakistani-Catholic-who-was-hanged-34475.html
http://www.asianews.it/news-en/The-last-letter-of-Aftab,-an-innocent-Pakistani-Catholic-who-was-hanged-34475.html
http://www.fides.org/en/news/37976-ASIA_PAKISTAN_Threats_to_a_Christian_community_in_Karachi#.VXpn4cLJAfg
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Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/06/christians-suspect-islamic-state-influencing-
muslims-in-palestinian-territories-israel/ 

 

 
Sudan 
Event UPDATE: two pastors charged with capital crimes have been transferred to a 

maximum security prison while awaiting trial 
Pastor David Yein Reith  

Pastor Yat Michael  

Date confirmed: June 6, 2015 
Location: Kober Prison, North Khartoum 
Source [with photos]: 

http://www.christiantoday.com/article/christian.pastors.on.trial.in.sudan.moved.to.high.se
curity.prison/55765.htm 

 

 
Syria 
Fr Andrzej Halemba (UPDATE: Middle East director of Aid to the Church in Need, visited 

'project sites' sites' in recent days, said “Four million people have already left Syria. 
Fifteen thousand doctors alone have left. Half of the schools are closed. Things are 
especially hard for the seriously ill. It has been estimated that more people have died in 
this war from a lack of health care than through fighting. Some church people say that 
this has been the cause of more than 350,000 deaths. Compare that with the 220,000 
victims of the war. However, the worst thing for me was to hear that more children than 
women have been killed in the conflict. This is often done deliberately to take the last 
hope away from the parents. This shows just how demonic this conflict really is”) 

Date reported: June 11, 2015 
Source: http://members4.boardhost.com/acnaus/msg/1433986747.html 

Event UPDATE: All five Christian patriarchs of Antioch met and issued a statement pleading 
with Christians to remain in the Middle East “We do not condemn those that choose to 
leave, but we remind Christians that steadfastness in faith often entails a great deal of 
tribulation. We call on everyone who claims to have an interest in our fate to help us to 
remain” 

Patriarch Beshara Boutros al-Rai (aged 75) 

Patriarch Gregorios III Laham (aged 81) 

Patriarch Ignatius Ephrem Joseph III (aged 70) 

http://morningstarnews.org/2015/06/christians-suspect-islamic-state-influencing-muslims-in-palestinian-territories-israel/
http://morningstarnews.org/2015/06/christians-suspect-islamic-state-influencing-muslims-in-palestinian-territories-israel/
http://www.christiantoday.com/article/christian.pastors.on.trial.in.sudan.moved.to.high.security.prison/55765.htm
http://www.christiantoday.com/article/christian.pastors.on.trial.in.sudan.moved.to.high.security.prison/55765.htm
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Patriarch Ignatius Ephrem II (aged 50) 

Patriarch Youhanna X aka Youhanna Yazigi (aged 60, brother of abducted Bishop Boulos al-
Yazigi) 

Date: June 8, 2015 
Location: Damascus 
Source [with photo]: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/christians-belong-in-middle-

east-antioch-patriarchs-say-in-call-for-peace-96128/ 

 

 
United Kingdom 
Sarah Mbuyi (aged 31, nursery nurse in Highbury, London, dismissed from her position in 

January 2014 for defending traditional Christian marriage; her former employer's 
attorney stated to the Employment Tribunal in London on March 5, 2015 that Christian 
views are unacceptable in the workplace and equated Christianity with racism; 
UPDATE: won her discrimination case with the Employment Tribunal) 

Date reported: June 7, 2015 
Source [with photo]: http://www.christianconcern.com/our-concerns/freedom-of-

speech/christian-worker-wins-employment-tribunal-case-over-homosexual-target 

Event: A Christian couple sent a letter to their member of parliament listing the acts of 
terrorism against them by their Muslim neighbors and police since their 1996 
conversion from Islam, the MP has yet to reply 

Nissar Hussain (convert, husband of Kubra, UPDATE: forced to move in June 2006 after three 
automobiles were destroyed and a police sergeant said in response to an attempted arson 
attack on their home "Stop trying to be a crusader and move out!", persecution began 
again after they appeared in a September 2008 documentary on persecution, car damaged 
again on April 24, 2015 and again on May 15, 2015) 

Kubra Hussain (convert, husband of Nissar) 

Date: May 15, 2015 
Location: Manningham 
Source: https://barnabasfund.org/news/British-convert-from-Islam-endures-decades-of-

persecution-by-local-Muslim-community 

 

 
United States - Alaska 
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Archpriest Innocent Dresdow (described "severe" vandalism at the Holy Resurrection Cathedral, 
the detained suspect had destroyed sacred objects and thrown the Reserved Mysteries 
[Eucharist] on the floor but left the visible cash donations untouched) 

Bishop David (said “I ask your prayers for Father Innocent and the cathedral family, the 
investigators and the perpetrator”) 

Date: June 10, 2015 
Location: Kodiak 
Source: http://theorthodoxchurch.info/blog/news/2015/06/kodiaks-holy-resurrection-cathedral-

vandalized/ 

 

 
Vietnam 
Marie Ta Phong Tan (aged 46, convert, former policewoman, detained since September 2011 

after blogging against government corruption, mother committed suicide by self-
immolation in protest on July 30, 2012 in Bac Lieu; sentenced on September 24, 2012 in 
Hanoi to 10 years with 5 additional years of house arrest for spreading anti-government 
propaganda on the internet; UPDATE: has been on a hunger strike for at least three 
weeks to protest mistreatment of prisoners) 

Date: June 9, 2015 
Location: Thanh Hoa 
Source [with photo]: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Vietnamese-Catholic-activist-on-hunger-

strike-in-protest-against-prison-abuse-34459.html 
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