
Today’s Martyrs 
2015-06-21 through 2015-06-27 

 

 
China 
Lin Haixin (operator of a rehab facility, warned to not conduct religious activities or else 

religious materials would be seized, appealed, seizure order issued) 

Dates: June 9 and 12, 2015 
Location: Zhaoqing, Guangdong province 
Source: http://www.chinaaid.org/2015/06/guangdong-rehabilitation-center.html 

 

 
Egypt 
Mariam Maher Lateef (aged 17, abducted) 

Waael Shokralla (witnessed the abduction, identified the abductors, beaten) 

Date: June 25, 2015 
Location: Beni Suef 
Source: http://www.copts-united.com/English/Details.php?I=1407&A=19255 

 

 
Eritrea 
Patriarch Abune Antonios (UPDATE: is now into his eight year of illegal detention) 

Date: June 26, 2015 
Location: Asmara 
Source [with photos]: http://theorthodoxchurch.info/blog/news/2015/06/the-illegal-detention-of-

patriarch-abune-antonios-of-eritrea-enters-8th-year/ 

 

 
India 
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Event: A 47-year old nun was found bound, unconscious, and half naked at a nursing 
home, two masked men had entered her room and demanded money but then left 
the money behind 

Sr Annies John (superior of the attacked nun, said she had been drugged) 

Fr Sebastian Poomattathil (said of the attack “It should be seen as part of the ongoing attacks on 
religious minorities. It is targeted. They came prepared and did not disturb the other two 
women in the building") 

Auxiliary Bishop Theodore Mascarenhas (UPDATE: condemned the attack, said "This is not 
just a crime against a Christian nun. It is a crime against the very dignity of women of 
India. It shows a complete lack of respect for our mothers, sisters and daughters. More 
importantly these events trouble us as citizens of a great nation traditionally known for its 
religious tolerance") 

Date: June 20, 2015 
Location: Raipur, Chhattisgarh state 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Chhattisgarh,-Catholic-nun-assaulted-and-harassed-

34574.html 
and http://www.ucanews.com/news/indian-nun-in-raipur-sexually-assaulted/73823 

Pastor Shiju (attacked by a mob of 30 Hindus while leading a worship service for 400 Christians, 
200 radical Hindus joined the attack, suffered severe internal injuries, threatened with 
being burned alive) 

Girija (aged 40, finger broken in the attack) 

Mr Deepu (ran to the police station just yards away to report the attack, police took 30 minutes to 
respond) 

Date: June 14, 2015 
Location: Attingal, Kerala state 
Source: http://www.persecution.org/2015/06/26/hindu-radicals-threaten-to-wipe-out-local-

christians-following-church-attack/ 

 

 
Israel 
Event UPDATE: More details on the arson attack on the Church of the Multiplication - where 

Jesus fed the 5,000 - including the hospitalization of a staff member and an elderly monk 
for smoke inhalation 

Auxiliary Bishop William Shomali (UPDATE: said “There is a real escalation in anti-Christian 
violence: from a small fire which leaves little damage, to a bigger fire, and finally to an 
arson attack which is intended to produce major damage and even killing. I am still 
inclined to think that the act is perpetrated by a very small and aggressive group. I cannot 
put all Israelis in the same basket...My fear is that these radicals are increasing in number 
and in the degree of intolerance”) 
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Fr Peter Vasko OFM (Franciscan Foundation for the Holy Land, said “Hundreds of thousands of 
pilgrims have visited here, have prayed here, have had Mass at this Holy Site. In many 
ways it was a haven of peace and tranquility which has now been disfigured by 
misguided zealots who have no respect for the religious beliefs of others...At this moment 
all we can do is to forgive those who committed this crime and to somehow rebuild again 
as we try to practice the gospel values that our Lord taught us") 

Fr Jamal Khader (seminary rector, said “We had incidents including at Tabgha and Dormition 
Abbey where Israeli authorities didn’t do enough to stop them, so we expected such a 
crime and this may continue if the authorities don’t take concrete steps to stop it") 

Date: June 18, 2015 
Location: Tabgha 
Source: http://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/catholics-in-holy-land-aggrieved-by-arson-

attack-on-monastery-in-israel-17603/ 

Event: Three thousand Israelis, mostly Christians joined by Jewish, Muslim, and Druze 
clerics protested the attack on the Church of the Multiplication 

Fr Gregory Collins OSB (said "The attack on the church is an attack on all those who believe in a 
civilization of love and coexistence") 

Shadi Halul (said the attack was "abominable act, just like any damage to a Jewish holy place 
would be") 

Date: June 21, 2015 
Location: Tabgha 
Source: http://www.timesofisrael.com/thousands-rally-for-peace-at-torched-galilee-church/ 

 

 
Lebanon 
Charbel (aged 14, Syrian refugee, in school) 

Cynthia (aged 9, Syrian refugee, in school) 

David (aged 8, Syrian refugee, in school) 

Date reported: June 23, 2015 
Source [with photo]: http://theorthodoxchurch.info/blog/news/2015/06/assyrian-children-bear-

scars-of-war-face-new-challenges-in-exile/ 

 

 
Malaysia 
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Jill Ireland (CDs containing the word 'Allah' seized in 2008; UPDATE: an appeals court ordered 
the return of the CDs) 

Date: June 23, 2015 
Location: Kuala Lumpur 
Source: http://www.channelnewsasia.com/news/asiapacific/malaysia-appeals-

court/1934368.html 

 

 
Nigeria 
Fr Emmanuel Akingbade (abducted, gunmen demanded US$100,528 from him to avoid being 

abducted; UPDATE: released, no ransom paid) 

Date: June 16, 2015 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/38038-

AFRICA_NIGERIA_Priest_kidnapped_on_June_8_has_been_released_no_ransom_was
_paid#.VYjAB8LJAfg 

Pastor Chukwuemeka Okpokpo (shot dead by unknown gunmen after withdrawing money from 
a bank)  

Date: June 22, 2015 
Location: Apple Junction, Amuwo Odofin area, Lagos state  
Source: http://www.vanguardngr.com/2015/06/lords-chosen-pastor-shot-dead-in-

lagos/#sthash.F6vodmHq.dpuf 

Bishop Oliver Dashe Doeme (UPDATE: said that the June 22, 2015 suicide bombings that killed 
32 "are intended to show that the group is still alive and able to strike after the latest 
military offensives. We know, however, that Boko Haram has suffered significant losses 
and lost control of different territories. The defeat of Boko Haram fighters will not 
happen in one day. It will be necessary to dislodge them from their strongholds, 
especially in the forest, then proceed towards their complete disarmament...We hope that 
this will happen in the near future. We continue to pray for this to happen") 

Date: June 24, 2015 
Location: Maiduguri, Borno state 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/38061-

AFRICA_NIGERIA_Despite_the_latest_attacks_we_hope_that_Boko_Haram_will_be_s
oon_defeated_says_the_Bishop_of_Maiduguri#.VYuKqMLJAfg 

 

 
North Korea 
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Event: Two South Korean pastors detained in late 2014; UPDATE: convicted on espionage 
and attempting to topple the regime charges, sentenced to life imprisonment at hard 
labor 

Pastor Kim Kuk Gi  

Pastor Choe Chun Gil 

Date: June 23, 2015 
Location: Pyongyang 
Source: http://www.ucanews.com/news/north-korea-sentences-two-south-koreans-to-life-

terms/73833 

 

 
Pakistan 
Event: Nine Christians wrongfully implicated in the rioting that followed the March 15, 

2015 attempted bombing of two churches have been granted bail 
Riaz Masih (son of Javed Masih) 

Nazir Masih (son of Javed Masih) 

Tariq Masih (son of Javed Masih) 

Arshad Masih (son of Javed Masih) 

Asif Masih (son of Javed Masih) 

Ishfaq Masih (son of Javed Masih)  

Tariq Masih (son of Naseem Hayat)  

Namee Bhatti (son of Naseem Hayat) 

Yousaf Masih (son of Mashooq Masih) 

Date: June 23, 2015 
Location: Lahore 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/headlinenewsd.php?hnewsid=5429 

 

 
Syria 
Bishop Antoine Audo SJ (UPDATE: spoke on the latest ISIL attack "The militiamen of Daesh 

[aka ISIL] bombed in the night between Wednesday and Thursday all areas of the city. 
Then, in the early morning of Thursday, [June] 25, the mass exodus began, which also 
involved hundreds of Christian families. Only among the Chaldeans, at least sixty 
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families have moved to Qamishli along with pastor Nidal, while ten other families 
reached the parish of al-Malikiyah") 

Date: June 26, 2015 
Location: Hassake 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/38075-

ASIA_SYRIA_Mass_escape_from_Hassake_attacked_by_the_jihadists_of_Daesh_Bisho
p_Audo_the_agenda_of_the_forces_is_not_clear#.VY4W_MLJAfg 

 

 
Tanzania 
Pastor Philemon (husband, father of five aged 6 to 16, driven into hiding by Muslims who have 

taken over his rented hall, parish has declined to 25 members, is supporting several 
converts from Islam) 

Date reported: June 22, 2015 
Location: Zanzibar  

Pastor Amos Lukanula (had been forced to pay US$100 in court costs each month to defend his 
church's land ownership, said “The Muslims are waiting for the time when we shall fail 
to attend the court hearing, implying losing the case and subsequently having to pay a 
substantial amount of money”) 

Annah Philippo Barihuta (widow of the man who sold the land to the church, mother of seven, 
impoverished, has had to bear some of the legal costs for defending her husband's prior 
ownership of the land) 

Date reported: June 22, 2015 
Location: Chukwani, Zanzibar 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/06/muslims-in-zanzibar-take-worship-hall-bleed-

another-church-with-court-costs/ 

 

 
Uganda 
Namumbeiza Swabura (convert from Islam, wife of Mugoya Muhammad, mother of eleven 

including a 5 month old, died from poison after eating a meal prepared by a Muslim in-
law) 

Mugoya Muhammad (convert from Islam, widower of Namumbeiza Swabura, father of eleven) 

Pastor James Kalaja (daughter raped in retaliation for his evangelical activities, said “I only go to 
conduct Sunday service. Christians are facing threats here, and the Muslims would not 
like to see a church in Nabuli village. It is sad that we have just lost our sister. The 
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Christians are shaken by her death. We have been praying for [Mugoya] Muhammad due 
to several threatening messages that he has been receiving through his phone”) 

Date: June 17, 2015 
Location: Nabuli village, Kibuku district 
Source: http://morningstarnews.org/2015/06/christian-mother-of-11-in-uganda-poisoned-by-

muslim-in-laws-area-sources-say/ 

 

 
United Kingdom 
Pastor James McConnell (aged 78, under prosecution for an anti-Islamic homily posted to the 

internet, faces a fine and up to six months in jail if convicted, said that the lack of 
prosecution against Muslims clerics who make anti-Christian statements shows that his 
prosecution is persecution, added "I would defend the right of any Muslim cleric to 
preach against me or Christianity. I most certainly don't want any Muslim clerics 
prosecuted but I find it very unfair that I'm the only preacher facing prosecution...My 
church funds medical care for 1,200 Muslim children in Kenya and Ethiopia. I've no 
hatred in my heart for Muslims but I won't be stopped from preaching against Islam") 

Date: June 17, 2015 
Location: Belfast, Northern Ireland 
Source: http://www.belfasttelegraph.co.uk/news/northern-ireland/satanic-islam-sermon-belfast-

pastor-james-mcconnell-says-he-faces-six-months-in-jail-31313817.html 
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