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Canada 

Rev David Lynn (street preacher, founder of Christian Positive Space & Stop Bullying Christians 
Now, as of September 30, 2014 has been cited by police under the busking law for using 
an amplifier in Yonge-Dundas Square in Toronto, others doing the same were not cited; 
charges dropped on April 6, 2015; reported on October 29, 2015 to have called the 
Toronto, Ontario government’s refusal to grant a permit for a Christian event because the 
event included songs that contained the name of Jesus and thus violated the city's anti-
proselytizing policy “blatant discrimination” against Christians, said “How’s a Christian 
at a Christian event not to say the name of Jesus in their songs?”; UPDATE: arrested for 
street preaching in a heavily pro-LGBTQ neighborhood) 

Date: June 4, 2019 
Location: Church-Wellesley Village, Toronto, Ottawa 
Source: https://www.charismanews.com/opinion/76681-pastor-arrested-for-preaching-against-

homosexuality 

 

 
Central African Republic 

Fr Aurelio Gazzera OCD (Italian citizen, arrested on May 2, 2019 while observing activities at a 
gold mine, later said "Since the beginning of 2019, 116 permits were granted for the 
exploitation of diamond and gold mines and for the felling of high quality trees...A 
member of parliament confirmed to me that only eight of them followed the procedure 
required by law. The state budget forecast includes 100,000 euros of revenue from 
permits. A ridiculous figure! The mines in Bozoum alone could yield 7 to 8 
million...What happens is that foreign companies sign agreements bribing the officials, 
without agreements with the local communities, not respecting nature. But their 
importance is such that the government of Bangui guarantees them the protection of the 
military. On this country the appetites of many have been unleashed, in contempt of those 
who live here, with a vast and wild exploitation of mineral resources"; UPDATE: said 
"The country is in a situation of serious instability. Despite the agreements of Khartoum 
signed in February by the government and 14 rebel leaders, 80% of the territory is in the 
hands of gangs that respond to local leaders. The agreement signed in Sudan provided for 
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their disarmament, but it did not happen. Thus clashes, looting, violence continue...This 
militia [the Tre Erre militia which massacred civilians about eighty kilometers from 
Bozoum on May 20 and 21] says it defends the shepherds of the Peul [i.e. Fulani] ethnic 
group, in reality it fights for itself and for the loot") 

Date: June 7, 2019 
Location: Bozoum  
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/66161-

AFRICA_CENTRAL_AFRICA_A_missionary_Violence_massacres_wild_exploitation_
of_resources_in_the_Country 

 

 
China 

Event: Police raided a church, collected personal information on the congregants, and 
seized Bibles 

Hu Shitang (taken to the police station, "relentlessly" interrogated) 

Li Shanqin (taken to the police station, "relentlessly" interrogated) 

Date: May 26, 2019 
Location: Haikou, Hainan province 
Source: https://www.chinaaid.org/2019/05/authorities-attack-hainan-church.html 

Fr Stanislaus (elderly priest; UPDATE: wrote "This morning I went to a village, the faithful told 
me that, two days ago, the chapel's cross was demolished again, I was dejected and angry, 
but fortunately, the cross was very small and I could install it again easily, so I went up 
personally and put it back in its place. I have once again recommended that the parish 
contact me, should such incidents occur again...Similar events, serious or less serious, are 
gradually spreading all over the country...People have become accustomed to what is 
irrational and illegal, which is instead rationalized and normalized. Behind the apparent 
peace and prosperity lies a tortuous darkness. Most likely, people have progressively 
forgotten what justice and rationality are...'A careful process of elimination of Western 
and religious elements' from school textbooks has now changed the original text of the 
classics. There are even universities that condemn the classics that refer to religion to 
censorship, and confiscate them. These would include 'The Count of Montecristo', 
'Resurrection', 'Notre-Dame de Paris' etc...The giant screens, placed in front of the 
entrance to the elementary schools, read 'No religion on campus': the red banners instead 
read, 'It is strictly forbidden to exercise forced conversions of minors'. We seem to have 
regressed to the policy of closure implemented in the late Ming period: even more, the 
winds of the late Qing Boxer Revolution seems to be blowing again...After religious 
freedom, we will be deprived of other freedoms. This is why I still want to warn those 
who are gloating: do not think that you will be spared...") 

Date: June 7, 2019 
Location: Henan province 
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Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Henan,-chronicles-of-daily-persecution:-crosses-and-
religious-signs-destroyed,-blackmail-and-bans-47222.html 

 

 
Congo, Democratic Republic 

Fr Luc Adelard Aletso (abducted along with a seminarian, seminarian released, ransom 
demanded) 

Bishop Dieudonne Uringi Uruci (said "The armed group who kidnapped the priest is active 
especially in the north-east of Ituri, and it is there, where they have their stronghold, and 
brought Fr Luc. It is one of the armed groups formed by Lendu [ethnic groups] halfway 
between banditry and guerrillas acting in the area. They plunder villages and kill certain 
people but have never made clear what their claims are") 

Date: June 5, 2019 
Location: Jiba, Ituri province 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/66159-

AFRICA_DR_CONGO_The_group_that_kidnapped_Fr_Luc_is_known_and_we_are_try
ing_to_free_him_says_the_Bishop_of_Bunia 

 

 
Egypt 

Amal Zarif Moowad (aged 19, disappeared while shopping, cell phone answered by a man who 
told her family to not search for her) 

Date: June 5, 2019 
Location: Enfest, Beni Suef province 
Source: http://www.coptsunited.com/Details.php?I=2416&A=38588 

Al Hadi Izzalden Shareef Osman (aged 40, convert, Sudanese citizen, fled Sudan in April 2014 
after police accused him of apostasy and repeatedly arrested and tortured him, later said 
“One time they told me they were going to kill me if I do not return back to Islam. I fled 
Sudan for my life after I learned that my life was in danger”; apartment burglarized on 
August 15, 2018, passport stolen; reported on January 21, 2019 to have received death 
threats, in hiding, said “My life is in great danger as Egypt is becoming an insecure place 
for me”; UPDATE: received a death threat from a Sudanese imam who had visited his 
apartment, moved again) 

Date: May 27, 2019 
Location: Cairo 
Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/06/muslim-clerics-threaten-sudanese-christian-in-

egypt/ 
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India 

Sajan K George (UPDATE: issued a statement upon the appointment of BJP member Pratap 
Chandra Sarang to the Federal Cabinet that reminded readers that Sarang was the state 
coordinator of the Bajrang Dal [the RSS paramilitary youth organization] when their 
members murdered Australian missionary Graham Staines and his two young sons as 
they slept in their automobile on January 22, 1999) 

Date: June 3, 2019 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/New-minister-Pratap-Chandra-Sarangi-involved-in-the-

death-of-Pastor-Staines-47179.html  

Event: Thirteen tribal Christians were arrested on forced conversion charges in Dhar district, 
Madhya Pradesh state in January 2016; UPDATE: charges dismissed, convictions 
overturned) 

Pastor Balu Kesu (husband of Bhuri, father of Ruben, visually impaired)  

Bhuri (wife of Balu Kesu, mother of Ruben, visually impaired) 

Ruben (aged 6 [2016], son of Bhuri and Balu Kesu, arrested, stripped, beaten and held for 3 
days) 

Date: May 2019 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Madhya-Pradesh:-Rubens-story,-a-child-persecuted-

because-he-is-a-Christian-(video)-47191.html 

Pastor Vijay Kumar Pusuru (husband, father of three, school and hostel raided by police, school, 
hostel, and home demolished, said "I wept and begged the officer-in-charge, reminding 
him that the land was allotted to me by the previous officer, but to no avail. I had invested 
a huge amount in the building and furniture, and everything is now gone. I told them that 
the reason they are officers today is because they got an opportunity to study, and that 
they should give that opportunity to these tribal children, but no one listened to 
me...When we protested peacefully, they beat us”, supported by a sympathetic Hindu 
Border Security commandant, 12 orphans were later seized, said “The children wept 
bitterly and pleaded, not wanting to depart. They caught hold of branches and trees. But 
ruthlessly they were snatched and taken away...Where could they have gone? They do not 
know Odia, only English", forced to live under the trees) 

Date: May 13, 2019 
Location: Lichapeta village, Odisha state 
Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/06/officials-destroy-christian-school-hostel-and-

founders-home-in-eastern-india/  
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Israel 

Pastor Chad Holland (described an attack on a Messianic Jewish music concert “Thirty to 40 
religious men had gathered and they started harassing our people as they were trying to 
enter into worship – blowing whistles, trying to drown out the sound of worship and that 
alerted the first wave of the SWAT team and the police that came out...They started by 
screaming, pushing. Several people were hit, some were cut in the face.  They broke 
glass. They damaged property. They were kicking. They were hitting. They were 
cornering people. They pushed several up against the wall. They pushed down several 
women as well. They threw water bottles. They spit on a lot of people and in the end, 
they started spraying pepper spray...They overran the first wave of the SWAT team. They 
ended up leaving. Then a second wave of regular level police came with a captain and the 
mob scene overran them as well with numbers and it took several hours before the police 
could rally enough of the SWAT team in full armor and helmets and the face shields") 

Date reported: June 5, 2019 
Location: Jerusalem 
Source: https://www1.cbn.com/cbnnews/israel/2019/june/jewish-protesters-assault-messianic-

believers-christians-some-were-cut-in-the-face 

 

 
Kenya 

Fr Eutycas Murangiri Muthur (aged 32, stabbed to death, motive unknown) 

Date: June 4, 2019 
Location: Makutano 
Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/66144-AFRICA_KENYA_Priest_killed 

 

 
Mexico 

Fr Kyrill Chakon (church vandalized) 

Date: May 26, 2019 
Location: Mexico City 
Source: http://orthochristian.com/121631.html 
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Nigeria 

Rev Zakariya Ido (abducted along with his daughter and 15 choir members) 

Ezekiel Ishaya (said “As we were in the church, Fulani herdsmen numbering over 20 just 
surrounded the church and started shooting. Everybody was terrified, but there was no 
way we could run because they had already surrounded the church. They were asking for 
the pastor’s house, and they threatened to shoot us if we don’t show them the house. 
Some of them went to the pastor’s house while others kept watch over us...It was in the 
midst of the confusion that I escaped from the attackers”) 

Rev Nathaniel Waziri (District Church Council chair, said “The gunmen came and asked 
everyone in the church to surrender phones and thereafter demanded the whereabout of 
the pastor. After threatening the choristers, they became afraid and showed them the 
pastor’s house”) 

Date: May 19, 2019 
Location: Dankande village, Dogon Dawa area, Birnin Gwari county, Kaduna state 

Obadiah Samson (killed in an attack on a church by Fulani Muslim gunmen) 

Rev Emmanuel Ibrahim (said of a Fulani church attack “One member [Obadiah Samson] was 
killed and two other members were kidnapped the same night by another group of Fulani 
herdsmen”) 

Date: May 19, 2019 
Location: Guguwa-Kwate village, Rigasa area, Igabi county, Kaduna state 
Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/05/armed-gunmen-kidnap-19-christians-kill-one-in-

kaduna-state-nigeria/  

Moses Victor (killed by Fulani Muslim gunmen) 

Date: May 20, 2019 
Location: Rikkos area, Plateau state 

Enoch Monday (killed by Fulani Muslim gunmen) 

Date: May 26, 2019 
Location: between Dutse Uku and Angwan Damisa, Jos North local government area, Plateau 

state  

Istifanus Ismailaj (killed by Fulani Muslim gunmen) 

Michael Anthony Pam (Catholic Youth Organization parish leader, killed by Fulani Muslim 
gunmen) 

Nasarawa Gwong (killed by Fulani Muslim gunmen) 

Peter Sarki (texted a report on the killings: “Pam was the president of the Catholic Youth 
Organization of Nigeria of his parish”) 

Date: May 26, 2019 
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Location: Plateau state  

Rev Luke Shehu (released a press statement: “Despite the intervention of security operatives, in 
less than 12 hours about 30 Christians were killed and over 20 houses where burnt or 
destroyed by Muslim militia, some in military uniforms from around Tina junction, Cele 
bridge, Dutse Uku and Nasarawa areas, all bordering Muslim communities in Jos North. 
These targeted attacks on innocent Christians are unacceptable, particularly with 
confirmed arrests of over 30 Christian women fruit and food vendors by soldiers around 
Tina junction in Jos after the attack today, 27th May 2019”, added that President 
Muhammadu Buhari's purported order to revoke all firearm licenses is seen as a ploy to 
disarm Christians in the face of the well-armed Muslim assaults) 

Date: May 27, 2019 
Location: Plateau state  

Lo-Gwong Du (family of six: two children, two parents, two grandparents, all killed by Fulani 
Muslim gunmen) 

Date: May 27, 2019 
Location: Riyom local government area, Plateau state 
Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/05/local-muslims-suspected-killing-of-christians-

after-sunday-worship-in-jos-nigeria/ 

 

 
Pakistan 

Sania Lateef (aged 15, daughter of Lateef Masih and Asia Bibi, sister of Suleman, abducted by 
two Muslim men as she was disposing of garbage, suspected to have been forcibly 
married and converted to Islam, police did nothing) 

Date: May 26, 2019 
Location: Kokian Wala, Faisalabad 
Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Christian-girl-abducted-in-Faisalabad-may-have-been-

forcibly-converted-47210.html  

Sara Aslam (aged 17, abducted at gun point, raped, police did not arrest the rapist who then made 
threats against her family) 

Date: May 15, 2019 
Location: Farooq Abad, Punjab province 
Source: http://www.pakistanchristianpost.com/head-line-news-details/7127 

 

 
Tajikistan 
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Shamil Rasulovich Khakimov (aged 68, widower, pensioner, harassed with repeated phone calls 
from police on January 28, 2019 after his number was found on the phone of a detained 
Christian; summoned for interrogation at the police station on February 1, 2019; arrested 
on February 16, 2019; placed in pre-trial detention for two months on February 18, 2019, 
health in jail good despite high blood pressure and a recent leg surgery, denied a Bible; 
charged with 'inciting religious hatred' on March 7, 2019; pre-trial detention extended on 
April 23, 2019 without his attorney present; UPDATE: appeal of his detention denied) 

Date: April 29, 2019 
Location: Sodg 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2463  

and http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2484  

Daniil Islamov (aged 20, conscientious objector, forcibly conscripted in April 2017 despite 
serious health issues; sentenced in Qurghonteppa, Khatlon region on October 13, 2017 to 
six months' imprisonment, appeal underway; released in October 2018; UPDATE: filed a 
complaint against the government with the UN Human Rights Committee) 

Date: January 24, 2019 
Source: http://www.forum18.org/archive.php?article_id=2463 

 

 
Uganda 

Yusuf Tulo (aged 35, convert from Islam, husband of three, father of fourteen, home set afire, 
escaped, threatened with a more serious attack, said “We lost everything in that house: 
beddings, clothing, books, documents and other household belongings worth more than 
$1,000...We thank God that no one was physically hurt but emotionally are very hurt as 
we continue receiving threatening messages warning us of a possible attack. The pressure 
from the extended family and radical Muslims is really troubling my family, and we 
cannot risk going back to our houses”) 

Date: April 28, 2019 
Location: Kitantalo parish, Tirinyi sub-county, Kibuku district 
Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/05/large-family-in-eastern-uganda-becomes-big-

target-for-muslim-extremists/ 

 

 
United States - Florida 

Fr John Cayer (described a church arson attack in which the cathedra and presiders’ chairs were 
destroyed, sanctuary walls were charred, building suffered smoke damage) 

Date: June 5, 2019 
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Location: Tallahassee 
Source: https://catholicherald.co.uk/news/2019/06/07/arson-suspected-in-fire-at-florida-

cathedral/  

United States - Rhode Island 

Bishop Thomas J Tobin (UPDATE: tweeted “A reminder that Catholics should not support or 
attend LGBTQ ‘Pride Month’ events held in June. They promote a culture and encourage 
activities that are contrary to Catholic faith and morals. They are especially harmful for 
children”, heavily attacked in the secular media in response, the next day published a 
conciliatory statement that the media mischaracterized as a retraction) 

Date: June 1, 2019 
Location: Providence 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/bishop-says-pride-month-activities-are-harmful-to-

kids-faces-huge-international-backlash  

United States - South Carolina 

Pastor Simeon James Frazier Sr (aged 59, father in law of Brittany Frazier, shot dead in his home 
by his stepson) 

Brittany Frazier (daughter of law of Pastor Simeon James Frazier Sr, said "He has a lot of family 
and friends, very influential in the community, especially when it comes to basketball. He 
didn't deserve to die like this. The type of person he was — he deserved to die peacefully 
in his sleep") 

Date: June 6, 2019 
Location: in or near Spartanburg  
Source: https://www.charismanews.com/us/76705-pastor-ordained-by-apostle-john-eckhardt-

shot-to-death 

United States - Texas 

Bishop Joseph Strickland (tweeted that he supported Bishop Thomas J Tobin's tweet on 'Pride 
Month', heavily attacked in the secular media in response) 

Date: June 2, 2019 
Location: Tyler 
Source: https://www.lifesitenews.com/news/bishop-defends-brother-bishop-attacked-for-telling-

catholics-to-not-support-attend-lgbt-events 

 

 
Today’s Martyrs 
For more information please visit our web site at http://todaysmartyrs.org/ 

or write to 

2490 Black Rock Turnpike #455 
Fairfield CT 06825-2400 
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