
 

 

Today’s Martyrs 

Resources for understanding current Christian witness and martyrdom 

Daily Report – 2019-11-29 

 

 

Chile 

Msgr Nelson R Huaiquimil (issued a statement condemning another church desecration "We are 

deeply saddened by the destruction that the Church of San Francisco de Valdivia has 

suffered, we know that the most important thing in every situation is always the people, 

and five Dehonian brothers, consecrated persons at the service of the community live 

there. They are fine, but they are experiencing a natural state of helplessness and pain. It 

pains us that they entered the Church and the Blessed Sacrament was desecrated, the 

sacred images, the furnishings destroyed and general damage to this heritage") 

Date reported: November 14, 2019 

Location: Valdivia 

Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/66950-

AMERICA_CHILE_San_Francisco_de_Valdivia_Temple_desecrated 

 

 

Egypt 

Shinoda Aziz (stabbed in the abdomen by a Muslim when he refused the Muslim's order to his 

family to stop sitting in front of their home and go inside, hospitalized in critical 

condition, mother stabbed in the head, younger brother stabbed in the face) 

Date: November 17, 2019 

Location: Nassiriya village 

Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/11/coptic-christian-family-attacked-in-upper-egypt-

adult-son-in-intensive-care/ 

Ramy Kamel (Coptic activist, UPDATE: arrested for posting videos of Christians being forcibly 

evicted from their homes in the south of the country) 

Mina Thabet (UPDATE: said that Ramy Kamel had been threatened with arrest by the security 

services for weeks for his social media posts which documented persecution, said the 

arrest was “farcical”, added “The Sisi government is waging a war against its opposition, 

rather than a war against terrorism”) 

Date reported: November 26, 2019  
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Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Coptic-Christian-activist-arrested-for-terrorism-and-

spreading-false-news-48652.html 

 

 

Greece 

Metropolitan Seraphim Mentzenopoulos (UPDATE: administrative office attacked with rocks 

and bottles in the night, glass protecting an icon of Christ on the facade damaged, said “I 

regret the behavior of some of our brethren who thus encroach upon our holy faith. I pray 

for their repentance and salvation”) 

Date: November 26, 2019 

Location: Piraeus 

Source: https://orthochristian.com/125914.html 

 

 

India 

Event: The August 2019 abrogation of the Indian Constitution provisions regarding 

Jammu and Kashmir and the imposition of direct rule from New Delhi has resulted 

in a curtailment of organized Christian worship 

Pastor Packiya Raj (husband of Rajakani, abducted from a worship service, beaten, released at a 

police station, charged by police with suspicion of committing a breach of peace, said “A 

mob of 25 strongmen joined the two persons [who abducted him], and they forcefully 

boarded me in a vehicle and took me to a garage and then to a village nearby. They 

started badgering, ‘Tell us, how many more like you are in Jammu? How many believers 

did you get here? What are you doing in Hindus’ houses? Where are your believers and 

pastors, tell us their address?’...The police didn’t help me, and they told me that prayers 

should be done inside a church and not at home. The police officials told me that it is my 

mistake that I have gone to someone’s house, and the local people are angered. It is a 

very natural reaction, they said...They [Hindu extremists] told the police, ‘There were six 

to seven ladies in the house. We don’t know what this fellow was doing inside’. They 

tried falsely to book a stronger case against me, but by God’s grace my wife and son also 

reached there, and police didn’t pay heed to these allegations...The doctors told me that 

both my eardrums were damaged, and that I should undergo an operation. By God’s 

grace, both the operations were successful...I live in a rental house here, and it is not safe 

as the people connected to the assailants also live very close by, and I am constantly 

under watch. If I speak any louder, they can hear me”) 

Rajakani (wife of Pastor Packiya Raj, along with their son saved her husband from police 

charges) 

Date: October 6, 2019 
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Location: Jewel area, Jammu 

Pastor Mohan Lal Kaith (detained by police while leading worship in a parishioner's home on 

November 10, 2019, threatened, released in the evening; UPDATE: detained by police, 

threatened, released in the evening, later said “Then I told him [the police station officer] 

that, ‘I have not violated the Indian Constitution, and I abide by every word written in it 

as framed by its makers. If still you see fault in me, it is fine – you can forcefully frame 

me in any case that would incriminate me for sharing about Christ, but I will not stop’”, 

added that he had been threatened for months: “Every few minutes I received a message 

that the Bajrang Dal [the RSS paramilitary youth wing] and Ram Sevaks are aware of 

where I am, and that they are observing me closely, and that I should preach about Hindu 

gods while sharing about Christ, and that if I failed to do so they would punish me with 

death. The neighbors in the village keep watch on me, and if they see me going out for 

prayer, immediately the message passes on, and a mob of Ram Sevaks and Bajrang Dal 

reach there to disrupt the prayer service. They use filthy language, so that we can never 

have a proper dialogue with them”) 

Date: November 11, 2019 

Location: Ranbir Singh Pora area, Jammu district 

Pastor Lance Thomas (husband, under constant surveillance by police and Hindu extremists 

including phone taps, said “I can’t communicate much over the phone right now, and 

because of the Internet clamp down, it would be very difficult to write an email also, as 

only one government cyber-cafe is open”)  

Date: November 21, 2019 

Location: Srinagar, Jammu 

Pastor Jeewer Joeswa (said “In Kashmir Valley, the curfew is still on, There are very few 

churches in the region, and nowhere will you find open worship as a congregation. All 

Sunday gatherings are done secretly inside a Christian’s home, hiding from the police and 

neighbors...It was a total blackout – we had no access to phone lines or Internet when the 

government was deciding to abrogate Article 370. The connections were restored in 

Jammu Region in a couple of days, but Srinagar still suffers an Internet clampdown, and 

we could not reach our pastors and Christians there for weeks”) 

Date: November 21, 2019 

Location: Rajouri district, Jammu  

Pastor Vishnu Dev (said “It has always been difficult for missionaries and pastors to serve in 

Jammu and Kashmir region, but the latest move taken by the Indian government 

abrogating Article 370 has stirred the anger of dominant Islamic community...At the 

most, five families would gather in a house and would pray in secret. Microphones and 

large congregations have disappeared. It is saddening that the religious freedom situation 

for Christians in the valley is only getting worse”) 

Date: November 21, 2019 

Location: Ludhiana district, Punjab state 

Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/11/police-extremists-use-clampdown-in-jammu-and-

kashmir-india-to-thwart-christians/ 
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Event: The last five men convicted of the August 2008 murder of Swami Laxmanananda 

Saraswati have been released on bail by order of the Supreme Court 

Bhaskar Sunamajhi (husband of Debaki, father of one; UPDATE: release ordered) 

Budhadeb Nayak (husband of Nilandri, father of five; UPDATE: release ordered)  

Durjo Sunamajhi (husband of Gumili, father of five; UPDATE: release ordered)  

Munda Badmajhi (husband of Bandigudali, father of four; UPDATE: release ordered)  

Sanatan Badmajhi (husband of Badusi, father of four; UPDATE: release ordered) 

Date: November 24, 2019 

Location: New Delhi 

Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Orissa,-five-Christians-accused-of-guru-Laxamananda-

murder-released-on-bail--48656.html  

and http://www.fides.org/en/news/67033-

ASIA_INDIA_Five_innocent_Christians_released_in_jail_in_Orissa_released_on_bail  

and https://morningstarnews.org/2019/11/falsely-accused-of-killing-hindu-leader-in-india-

five-christians-ordered-to-be-freed/  

Bijay Kumar Sunseth (husband of Pabitra Sanseth, father of six, farmer, construction contractor; 

UPDATE: released on bail by order of the Supreme Court, said he had raised his 

education to the 10th grade while in prison “But the biggest gain was in my faith. I was a 

nominal Christian, knowing about Jesus but did not know Him. In the jail, I got to know 

the Lord closely. I read the complete Bible five times and started to understand the 

importance of the Word of God. I had the privilege of leading church in prison as well 

and thank God for it”) 

Date: July 27, 2019 

Location: New Delhi 

Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Orissa,-second-of-seven-Christians-imprisoned-for-

pogroms-released-on-bail-47594.html  

and https://morningstarnews.org/2019/08/second-wrongly-convicted-christian-released-in-

kandhamal-india-case-counts-cost/  

Event: Three Christians were arrested at a prayer meeting on forced conversion and 

contempt for other religions charges 

Kapildev Ram 

Omprakash  

Ajay Kumar 

Date: November 27, 2019 

Location: Daraura village, Mau district, Uttar Pradesh state 

Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Uttar-Pradesh,-three-evangelical-Christians-arrested-

for-forced-conversions-48678.html 
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Nicaragua 

Fr Edwing Roman (held by police in his church on November 16, 2019 along with relatives of 

political prisoners who had begun a hunger strike, police turned off all utilities to the 

church and arrested all who tried to bring food and water; UPDATE: hospitalized after 

the Red Cross negotiated the police withdrawal from the church) 

Date: November 22, 2019 

Location: Masaya  

Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/67010-

AMERICA_NICARAGUA_The_health_of_the_parish_priest_of_Masaya_hospitalized_i

s_improving 

 

 

Nigeria 

Event: Four Christian farmers were killed as they slept in their beds 

Hosea Ayuba (relative of Williams Adamu, killed) 

Ado Adamu (killed) 

Abagu Danladi (killed) 

Kusa Danladi (killed) 

Williams Adamu (relative of Hosea Ayuba, said the attack was “one too many”) 

Gideon Akut (reported on the murders) 

Didam Ashio (reported on the murders: “Please help me pray for my dear Agban community”) 

Derek Christopher (reported via text “Hosea Ayuba, Ado Adamu, Abagu Danladi and Kusa 

Danladi were killed by armed Muslim Fulani herdsmen. They were attacked with 

machetes, and their corpses had machetes cut wounds. The herdsmen came to the area in 

a minivan and a motorbike”, villagers then pursued the killers, captured two, and turned 

them over to police) 

Date: November 14, 2019 

Location: Agban village, Kaura county, Kaduna state 

Professor Felix Ilesanmi (university chaplain, abducted from his home on the Modibbo Adama 

University of Technology campus in the Girei area of Yola in Adamawa state by five 

uniformed and armed men on November 14, 2019; UPDATE: released) 

Date: November 19, 2019 

Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/11/four-christian-farmers-killed-by-muslim-fulani-

herdsmen-in-kaduna-state-nigeria-sources-say/  
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Fr Teofilo Ndulue (abducted on November 16, 2019; UPDATE: released) 

Date: November 19, 2019 

Fr Malachy Asadu (abducted on the Imilike-Nsukka Road on November 25, 2019; UPDATE: 

released) 

Date: November 27, 2019 

Source: http://www.fides.org/en/news/67032-

AFRICA_NIGERIA_This_year_alone_9_priests_kidnapped_in_the_State_of_Enugu 

 

 

Pakistan 

Peter Jacob (National Commission for Justice and Peace director; UPDATE: praised the creation 

of a parliamentary committee to investigate ways to protect girls and young women from 

forced conversions, said teenage girls “have faced threats and violence, abduction and 

rape under the pretext of conversion to Islam”) 

Date: November 29, 2019 

Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/New-parliamentary-committee-on-forced-conversions-

is-an-encouraging-sign-48682.html 

 

 

Russia 

Metropolitan Afanasios Kikkotis (church ordered to close after his patriarch in Egypt recognized 

the Constantinople side of the Kievan schism against Moscow and despite his personal 

opposition to the recognition) 

Date reported: November 28, 2019  

Location: Moscow 

Source: http://asianews.it/news-en/Moscows-Egyptian-church-closes:-breaking-of-relations-

with-Patriarch-of-Alexandria-48666.html 

 

 

Sri Lanka 

Event UPDATE: Nine explosive devices on April 21, 2019 targeted three churches and 

three hotels, among other locations, killing 263 and wounding at least 500 
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Sudheera Fernando (aged 48, husband of Geetha Appuhamy, father of Sudhara, Elisha, and 

Feona Angel, airline employee on medical furlough for a kidney transplant, killed with a 

shrapnel head injury) 

Geetha Appuhamy (aged 42, widow of Sudheera Fernando, mother of Sudhara, Elisha, and 

Feona Angel, florist, outside the church during the explosion, later said “The children 

miss their father so much. We were a happy family. They need a dad, and I need a 

husband. He was recovering little by little [from his kidney transplant] and in the last 

period he was doing better. This is why we decided to participate in Lenten Masses. 

Every evening at 7pm we went to Mass. At the end of 40 days, he started talking again. 

For us that was a miracle - we were so happy. A few days later however, the bomb 

exploded and he was killed by a piece of metal that struck him in the head. God gives and 

God takes away. There is not a single moment that we don't think about him. We can't 

stop crying. We believe in God, we love Jesus, and we turn our thoughts to the eternal 

rest in the house of the Father. We have no words of anger or revenge against those who 

made our life so miserable”) 

Sudhara (son of Sudheera Fernando and Geetha Appuhamy, student, outside the church during 

the explosion) 

Elisha (son of Sudheera Fernando and Geetha Appuhamy, student, outside the church during the 

explosion) 

Feona Angel (daughter of Sudheera Fernando and Geetha Appuhamy, student, sang in the choir 

during the explosion, not reported as physically injured) 

Location: Katuwapitiya village, Negombo 

Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Catholic-family-devastated-in-Easter-Sunday-attacks-

hasnt-lost-their-faith-48621.html 

 

 

Turkey 

Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I aka Dimitrios Arhondonis (UPDATE: residence invaded 

by four masked men in his absence, nothing was apparently taken, police later captured 

the four in a gun battle in which one of the four was wounded) 

Date: November 16, 2019 

Location: Istanbul 

Source: https://orthochristian.com/125987.html  

and https://orthochristian.com/125753.html 

 

 

Uganda 
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Ronald Rajab Nayekuliza (aged 48, convert from Islam, husband, father of four aged 12, 10, 7 

and one pre-born, six piglets killed on November 8, 2019; UPDATE: poisoned with 

pesticide by his relatives at his late father's memorial service in retribution for his 

conversion, hospitalized, released after 8 days) 

Date: November 10, 2019 

Location: Kakola village, Namutumba district 

Source: https://morningstarnews.org/2019/11/christian-poisoned-by-muslim-brothers-in-eastern-

uganda-sources-say/ 

 

 

United States - Michigan 

Fr Scott Nolan (aged 33, attacked in the media for privately asking a judge in a civil same sex 

marriage to not take Communion) 

Date: November 26, 2019 

Location: Grand Rapids 

Source: https://www.catholicnewsagency.com/news/michigan-diocese-supports-priest-accused-

of-lgbt-eucharist-discrimination-31574 
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