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China 

Ruan Haoan (husband of Luo Caixia, father of two, church greeter, hotel chef, detained in June 

2017 for false illegal cult activity, released after a month; said on February 24, 2018 that 

he cannot support his family because employers bow to police pressure and refuse to hire 

him; UPDATE: still harassed by police, said “I have been having a hard time finding a 

job since our church was harassed by the public security department in 2017. Every year, 

the local police station calls us to question us, berates us, and asks me not to preach the 

Gospel. Hotels and restaurants generally reject me if I look for positions there, saying that 

I have a criminal record. I have to work for eateries, and the salary is 30% lower than big 

restaurants, so it is hard to raise a family”, reported that eateries have been closed due to 

the COVID-19 pandemic, has helped friends sell used automobiles) 

Date: March 24, 2020 

Location: Jiangmen, Guangdong province 

Source: https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/03/authorities-interfere-with-christians.html  

Lan Wei (pregnant wife the object of two attempts by police to enter their residence and 'help' 

her by allegedly taking her to a hospital due to claimed high blood pressure, police failed 

to gain entry to their home) 

Date: March 10, 2020 

Location: Chengdu, Sichuan province 

Source: https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/03/authorities-check-up-on-pregnant.html  

Ying Fuk-tsang (divinity school director; UPDATE: spoke on the appointment of President Xi 

ally and former Zhejiang province church persecutor Xia Baolong as Hong Kong and 

Macau Affairs Office director: “He has a track record as a hardliner. If the central 

authorities want a crackdown, he would not spare any efforts. This would definitely have 

an impact on Hong Kong’s civil society”) 

Date: February 13, 2020 

Location: Hong Kong 

Source: https://www.chinaaid.org/2020/02/guardian-hong-kongs-new-chief-known-for.html 
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Cuba 

Ayda Rigal (wife of Pastor Ramon Rigal, mother of Ruth and Daniel, sentenced to one and a half 

years' imprisonment on April 23, 2019; UPDATE: released) 

Pastor Ramon Rigal (husband of Ayda, father of Ruth and Daniel, sentenced to 2 years' 

imprisonment on April 23, 2019; UPDATE: still imprisoned) 

Date: March 28 or 29, 2020 

Location: Guantanamo  

Source: https://www.christianpost.com/news/cuba-releases-christian-homeschool-mother-jailed-

for-not-enrolling-kids-in-govt-school.html 

 

 

Egypt 

Mina Thabet (rights activist, UPDATE: spoke on the situation in Egypt: “The government’s 

narrative is centered around the theory that the current regime is the savior and protector 

of minorities from the evil powers of the Muslim Brothers and other terrorist groups. 

Reality tells a different story...The regime failed to tackle issues of discrimination on 

many levels and there has been no substantial change in Christians’ lives. They are still 

suffering from the same issues, but the thing is, they can’t voice their concerns as they 

used to following the 2011 uprising”) 

Date: February 4, 2020 

Source: https://www.alaraby.co.uk/english/indepth/2020/2/4/copts-in-egypt-trapped-between-a-

strongman-and-saviour 

 

 

Lebanon 

May Khoreiche (Member of Parliament, threatened by Muslim clerics after she tweeted a list of 

suggested books to read at home during the current COVID-19 lockdown, the list 

included the speculative and controversial book The Last Days of Muhammad, retracted 

her tweet) 

Date reported: March 28, 2020 

Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Beirut,-Christian-parliamentarian-and-Dar-el-Fatwa-

clash-over-article-on-Mohammad-49682.html 
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Palestine 

Dr Salameh Qumsiyeh (gynecologist, pulled from his automobile by four masked men and 

beaten with clubs and sharp tools, hospitalized in serious condition) 

Date: February 18, 2020 

Location: Bethlehem 

Fairouz Ijha (aged 76, complained that the courts had refused for two years to help her recover 

land seized by Muslims: "Each time I ask the judge for permission to speak, he tells me, 

'it's not your turn yet'. If I were a Muslim, I would have been treated differently") 

Date: December 24, 2019 

Location: Bethlehem 

Diana (alias, teacher, said "The [Palestinian] police have separate rules for Muslims and 

Christians. If, for example, there's a car accident involving a Christian and a Muslim, the 

police always side with the Muslim") 

Date reported: March 8, 2020 

Kamal Teresi (fled from Palestine, said "The Hamas people took over my house and turned it 

into a war room. I was put in a number of prisons, and the Hamas prison is nothing but 

beating and psychological torture. We Christians are not bystanders in Palestine, we have 

been in Palestine for 2000 years, we are not guests. They [Hamas] are harassing and 

hurting the Christian public and Christian institutions, churches and associations. I can't 

go back to Gaza, returning would be a death sentence") 

Date reported: March 8, 2020 

Location: Gaza 

Source: https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/15690/attacking-palestinian-christians  

Terez Ta'amneh (aged 63, Jordanian citizen, mother of Marian al-Hajal and Yusef, collapsed and 

died in a police raid on her home when the police held a gun to her son's head and 

threatened to shoot him) 

Yusef (son of Terez Ta'amneh, brother of Marian al-Hajal, beaten by police and threatened with 

death during a raid on his home, placed under arrest for a financial dispute) 

Marian al-Hajal (daughter of of Terez Ta'amneh, brother of Yusef and another sister, later said of 

the police beating of her brother: "My mother told them that Yusef suffers from diabetes 

and high blood pressure. She begged them to stop beating him. In response, the 

commander of the force, Jamal Hmeid [nephew of Bethlehem's governor], pointed a 

pistol at my brother's head and threatened to open fire. He told my mother: We all have 

orders to open fire at him. I don't know what happened to her, but she fell to the ground 

and died...The next day, my sister and I went to the hospital to retrieve my mother's body 

and prepare her for burial. We were shocked to find that my mother's body was not in the 

morgue. We were told that the body was sent for autopsy. Who gave them the right to 

perform an autopsy on our mother's body without our knowledge? As a Palestinian 

citizen, I have no confidence in the Palestinian forensic institute. I also have no 

confidence in the Palestinian law. I'm sure the results of the autopsy will be in favor of 

the police, and not in favor of my mother...The Palestinian Authority has been offering us 
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money to remain silent. They are trying to bribe us so we would remain silent about the 

crimes of the police", appealed to the King of Jordan for assistance)  

Date: October 5, 2019 

Location: Bet Jala 

Source: https://www.gatestoneinstitute.org/15150/palestinian-christmas-show?anid=4 

 

 

United Kingdom 

Sr Sienna MC (aged 73, Indian citizen, died from a SARS-COV-2 infection, had been 

distributing food parcels to infected poor people, entire convent in quarantine) 

Date: April 1, 2020 

Location: Swansea, Wales 

Source: http://www.asianews.it/news-en/Sister-of-Mother-Teresa-dies-from-coronavirus-giving-

food-to-the-infected-49745.html 

 

 

United States 

Tony Perkins (U.S. Commission on International Religious Freedom chair and Family Research 

Council president, tweeted a response to New York City Mayor Bill DeBlasio's threat to 

permanently close churches and synagogues that continued to defy closure orders: “De 

Blasio’s incendiary & unconstitutional threat to permanently shut down churches and 

synagogues must be retracted or corrected if it was a misstatement. This type of religious 

hostility is what fuels non-compliance because it reveals a motive beyond public safety”, 

had gone on record as supporting the current temporary closures) 

Date: March 30, 2020 

Source: https://twitter.com/tperkins/status/1244700694919118849 
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