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Hello friends and readers, 

Merry Christmas to all who follow the Eastern calendar! 

The news in this week’s report (click here to read) is mercifully short and somewhat muted.  

Three Christians died in Egypt: one man was murdered outside his liquor store by an assailant 

who shouted “God is greater!”, a woman died 24 days after she was critically wounded in the 

December 11, 2016 bombing of Sts. Peter and Paul Church in Cairo (bringing the death toll to 

28), and a priest who has witnessed many cases of persecution including his own vehicle’s 

firebombing has died of natural causes.  Another priest in Pakistan who likewise has assisted his 

persecuted brothers and sisters has also died of natural causes. 

The most evil story is from China, where a Christian with ovarian cancer has been denied 

treatment by the government.  Unspecified covert steps have been taken by Christians in China 

and abroad to obtain treatment for her, but it is not assured this will happen. 

A new convert in Uganda was ‘coerced’ into consuming poison by her Muslim relatives.  We 

can thank God that she survived, but it appears she may also have been a victim of a lack of 

catechesis training: she apparently did not know how respond to her relatives’ misuse of the 

Bible.  This event shows how we as Christians should all have awareness of the need to be clear 

and complete in the presentation of our faith. 

Christians were arrested or imprisoned in China, Pakistan and the United States, but were freed 

in China and Sudan.  The U.S. case appears to be a political prosecution: a Missouri man was 

arrested while praying on a sidewalk outside an abortion clinic on domestic terrorism charges 

and then released on his own recognizance!  Really!  Somehow the alleged crime does not fit the 

court’s action – but it does fit the need of the proponents of new pro-abortion legislation. 

Christians were beaten in China and driven from their homes in Pakistan, but have continued to 

return to their homes in Iraq.   

Finally, Christians have objected to renewed allegations by the leader of the RSS paramilitary 

organization that Christians are a threat to Hindu India. 

Welcome to 2017!  Please welcome the new year with your ardent and hope-filled prayers! 
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