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Hello friends and readers, 

We would like to say that this week’s report has good news (click here to read), but that would 

not be true.  Well, mostly.  There were an unusually large number of attacks on church leaders 

and ministers by the mentally ill.  Clergy in Brazil and Italy survived these attacks, but a nun 

died in Belarus.  Also, a man sent to kill a bishop in Uganda repented and converted to 

Christianity, but that led in turn to the bishop getting a beating in an attempt to find and murder 

the former assassin.    Christians were killed in Nigeria, but the toll was lower than in recent 

weeks.  So, the good news this week is mostly ‘it could have been worse’. 
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Another priest has been killed in Mexico.  His bishop said "We live in a wrecked environment, in 

a shattered society, and priests do not live under a bell jar". 

A Chinese pastor from the government sanctioned church has been charged with embezzlement, 

apparently because he would not approve of his provincial government’s church demolition 

program.   A video has been released of a Christian held in captivity in Mali. 

In Pakistan shoemakers are now selling shoes with crosses in their soles, so that the wearers can 

desecrate the most sacred Christian symbol with each step.  

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-01-08%20thru%202017-01-14.pdf


In the Western democracies persecution continues to follow its usual forms.  A priest in New 

Jersey in the United States has been sued along with his hospital for refusing on religious 

grounds to perform gender reassignment surgery.  And a government bureaucrat in the United 

Kingdom stated before a parliamentary committee that the teaching of traditional Christian 

morality in Christian schools should be illegal, which prompted some choice rebuttals from the 

bishops there. 

Please look over this week’s report and please continue to pray.  Remember, it could always be 

worse. 
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