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Hello friends and readers, 

Valentine’s Day is one of the subjects of this week’s report - click here to read.  As you may 

know, today’s holiday of romantic love began as a Christian celebration of love and fidelity to 

God.  The name Valentine or Valentinus (and Valentina, its female version) was a very common 

name in Third Century Italy and after.  Records show that several Christians named Valentine 

were killed for their faith by Roman persecutors of the time, including two bishops, a priest, and 

a virgin.  One of the bishops has been recorded as being killed on Valentine’s Day 269. 

Valentine’s Day 2017 was little different.  Two elderly bishops who had suffered years of 

persecution and imprisonment died on Valentine’s Day of natural causes, one in China and one 

in Vietnam.  A 50 year old Christian convert in India reportedly died after he and his wife were 

tied by Hindu radicals and forced to stay in a cold pond overnight – all night he replied to taunts 

that he return to Hinduism: "I will not deny Christ...I will continue to believe till my last breath”.  

His wife and son, who had been forced to watch, survived.  Two Iranian Christians who have 

been imprisoned without trial since August 2016 stopped their hunger strike on Valentine’s Day 

after receiving promises of legal action and medical treatment.  Imagine: a hunger strike on a day 

many of us give and receive chocolates! 

This week’s report covers news from 14 nations.  Please read it over.  Please pray for our modern 

martyrs.  Please love them. 
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