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Hello friends and readers, 

We have a 16 page report this week (click here to read).  The links in it to the original news 

sources will lead to hundreds of pages.  There is one case of Christian against Christian conflict 

in Ukraine, where members of a church loyal to Moscow stayed overnight in their church 

building to prevent its seizure by members of a church loyal to Ukraine.   

 

 

 

Sts Peter and Paul Church, Kynakhivtsi, Ukraine - courtesy rusk.ru 

It is so unfortunate that most incidents of non-Christian against Christian conflict are not as 

peaceful as this.  Here is a sample of quotes from various parts of the world this week: 

 From a pastor in China on his way for questioning “Please pray for me. I will not return if 

they want me to do something that contradicts the law, the truth, my belief, or my 

conscience. If I am really sentenced during the New Year, sisters and brothers, please 

believe that I always have a clear conscience toward God and my fellow men” 

 

 From a priest on the Gaza strip in Palestine “…upholding Christian values like 

forgiveness, charity, and fraternal love is hard. That is why Christians here are heroes. 

They know how to keep the faith in a hostile environment and stand more and more as an 
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example for those, even in the West, who experience dimly and superficially their 

Christian faith" 

 

 From a Christian leader in India regarding the Hindu extremist invasion of a Christian-

Hindu interfaith wedding "With this [current anti-conversion] law the fascist forces 

oppress and humiliate the tiny Christian population, even during a special event such as 

marriage...What is more serious is that the police are saffronized and collaborate with 

Hindu extremists" 

 

 From a Christian member of the Iranian parliament “Recently, a group of extremist 

Muslims destroyed an Armenian church in Sava near Marivan County. Armenians have 

voiced their concern over this issue and officials are investigating to find those 

responsible” 

 

 From an Eritrean refugee in a camp in Israel “I left Eritrea because of religious 

persecution. I have been in Israel for over five years. I am now persecuted by two 

governments that have failed to protect me: the Eritrean government that forced me to 

leave my country and my family, and the Israeli government that ignores my asylum 

request and treats me like a criminal by putting me in Holot” 

 

 From the wife of an abducted minister in Malaysia “I don’t know what is happening. I 

appeal to whoever has taken him not to harm him. He is a good husband, father and 

pastor, who helps the poor…Raymond would be very happy today if he knows not only 

Malaysia is praying for him but also the whole world” 

 

 From a witness to atrocities in Nigeria “Apparently Josephine had escaped from the 

village and sought safety in the grass. The attackers then set the grass ablaze and left her 

for dead” 

 

 From a church leader regarding a Christian family arrested in Pakistan on false theft 

charges "Very often this kind of allegations is levelled against Christian domestic 

workers by rich home owners because they belong to minorities and marginalized groups. 

Most of the time, the charges are unfounded. Employers do not want their employees to 

free themselves from their bondage” 

 

 From a Philippine Senator arrested for her opposition to the government’s extrajudicial 

killing of drug dealers and addicts “It is my honor to be imprisoned for the things I am 

fighting for. Please pray for me” 

 

 From the Louisiana state chaplain who was booed while leading a town hall invocation 

“People ask me all the time if I am mad at the people seemingly speaking out against God 



and Jesus. My answer is that I’m not mad, but I am sad that it has come to this in our 

country...We need to remember that Jesus has been booed many, many times and He will 

be booed again”  

 

 From Egypt, where our report this week list 4 pages of atrocities as the Islamic State has 

accelerated its calculated mass murder of Christians in the Sinai, to the point where 

Muslim bus and taxi drivers are now under threat of death if they help Christians escape 

“The men went back inside to find my husband. I heard him plead, ‘I’m a sick old man,’ 

but they didn’t respond. They shot him twice in the head. Then they came out and asked 

me if I am a Christian. I said I was, then they asked me what my relationship was to the 

two men. ‘They are my son and husband,’ I told them. They asked their names and I 

answered. One of them was holding a list of many names and when I gave their names, 

he looked at the list and ticked them off with a pen” 

We all have a soft spot for courage.  We love stories where people show their best and even 

display a level of faith that approaches the saintly.  Yet it has always been our belief that martyrs 

are not always saints, and that it is possible for a Christian to witness to persecution while 

expressing hopelessness, anger, and disbelief.  Here is another quote from such a Christian in 

Egypt.  Her complaints should be taken with a bit of skepticism, but let us remember to open our 

hearts to her harsh words and pray for her in her suffering. 

 From Egypt “No, your holiness. This suffering is too much and we are tired. Which god 

would allow this torture? Enough with the talk that doesn’t mend the wounds!  Our 

children and men are being killed in front of us. We fled our homes and you’re still 

repeating that God is consoling us, and then you return to your homes and your churches 

away from us....Where is the [Coptic] Pope? And where is our Bishop Kosman [the 

bishop of the North Sinai dioceses] who shut the door of the cathedral on our faces when 

we asked to hide there or at least put our children there. We see Syria and Iraq on 

television, but we see no coverage of Sinai, except for lies” 
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