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Hello friends and readers, 

The good news this week (click here to read the full report) concerns the end of a three year 

refugee crisis in the Central African Republic and the freeing of an Iraqi woman from ISIL who 

when asked to convert had said “I don’t want to be like you”.  A court case in the United States 

ended in favor of a persecuted Christian. Also, the personal secretary of the Patriarch of the 

Georgian Orthodox Church escaped harm when her alleged murderer was caught at the airport 

with the cyanide he had bought while under police surveillance – the perpetrator was a priest! 

The bad news? 

A family who had converted in Somalia was attacked in their home.  The mother and 11 year old 

son were shot dead, the father was hospitalized, and the younger children escaped. 

Christians were arrested, sentenced to prison, or otherwise continued to be held in captivity in 

China, Iran, Kazakhstan, and Yemen – the Kazakh story is particularly heart rending.  Christians 

were assaulted or reported as recovering from their injuries in India, Kenya, Nigeria, and the 

Philippines. Christian refugees continue to suffer in Egypt, Iraq, Jordan (where aid money has 

started to dry up), and Sri Lanka.  One of the Sri Lankan cases is most interesting: a Pakistani 

family has been denied asylum despite their possession of the x-rays showing five bullets inside 

one son; the bullets were put there after he declined the invitation to Islam.  The UN has been 

demanding additional information that could only come from the persecutors. 

The main western persecution story is that of a British Member of Parliament who entered 

Parliament with Lenten ashes on her forehead: the BBC screamed on Facebook that she had 

broken the law.  In Venezuela the Church has continued to oppose the inhuman economic 

policies of the government, and so a bishop there has been listed on this report because his words 

may have made him a target for retribution.  The same is the case of a bishop in Mexico who 

condemned the murder of a journalist by organized criminals, and of a journalist who has written 

of growing incitement to religious violence in the Pakistani media. 

Please pray for all of these people, and most of all for those in our final story.  The tribal conflict 

in South Sudan that has been underway for the last three years is now growing to genocidal 

proportions.  It appears that another mass murder of millions may be in the near future.  It will 

happen, that is unless the perpetrators have a change of heart through God’s grace, because as 

usual (in the words of a bishop who has fled to the safety of Uganda) “The world is busy with 

itself”. 
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