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Hello friends and readers, 

This week’s report is again largely a compendium of abductions, arrests, and assaults, with a few 

homicides thrown in.   A priest was killed in Mexico and another was abducted and thankfully 

released.  A Pakistani sanitation worker was killed in a targeted assassination after having 

refused to clean an outhouse on a Sunday.  A non-Trinitarian Christian was identified as one of 

the victims of the jihadist attack near Parliament in London.  And as is our policy on 

missionaries and religious pilgrims, we also reported on the deaths of 13 retreatants on a 

highway in Texas in a vehicular accident caused by texting. 

We have two reports on Western style persecution, both of which involve abortion. 

Abortion has always been extremely problematic for Christianity, largely due to the Gospel 

account of Mary meeting her cousin Elizabeth.  There are no serious defenses of the subject from 

Christian scholars which can be cited as supportive of the practice as such (yes, Thomas Aquinas 

once created an alternate hypothetical, but that is not the same thing).  In the early Roman 

Empire women flocked to join the Church because its position on abortion and contraception 

allowed them to escape a very real oppression of their time. 

Today’s world is very different.  The Christian view is under attack. From a pluralistic view this 

is strange, since pluralism tends to promote tolerance. It this week’s report (click here to read in 

full) we have two stories which give a real sense of the cause and extent of the attack. 

The first comes from Belgium. The Catholic University of Louvain is one of the oldest Christian 

institutions in the world.  A professor of philosophy introduced a critique of abortion in one of 

his classes for debate, a campus feminist group violently complained, and the professor has now 

been suspended.  Universities throughout the West for decades have promoted critiques of 

Christianity with few complaints, but here one man stated a position that should be the purpose 

of the Christian institution he served and that institution turned on him.  This is disheartening 

beyond words. 

The second account is from California in the U.S. Two Christian investigative journalists have 

been indicted by the state’s Attorney General for secretly recording abortion clinic managers 

negotiating the illegal sale of tissue harvested from aborted children.  There are several facets to 

this story. The state’s legal position is extremely weak.  NBC television prevailed in court in a 

similar case.  Animal rights groups did the same with animal abuse at poultry farms, and the state 

not only did not prosecute them but used their videos to prosecute the farmers, thus introducing 

evidence of selective prosecution. The conclusion to make of the state’s indictment is that either 

they know they will lose but are willing to use the process as punishment at the behest of their 

abortion masters, or else they believe they will overturn precedent and constitutional liberties as 

they work to further the advancement of abortion as the premier sacrament of their de facto state 

religion. Either way they are wrong. The one bright spot is the actions of the two journalists, who 
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have comported themselves with great probity and courage.  They are a great example for 

Christians and others of good will everywhere.  Please pray for them and for our future. 
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