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Hello friends and readers, 

The good news in this week’s report concerns the joint effort of the churches of Iraq to rebuild 

the country in a true ecumenical movement.  We also have the legal victory of a Christian 

student in Florida in the U.S. after he had been the victim of false accusations by his Muslim 

college professor, and the release from prison of a Christian in China. 

Christians have been reported as killed in the Central African Republic (though without names), 

Egypt, Mexico (in 2009), and the United States.  A church in France suffered an arson attack, 

and several have been under threat in Indonesia. 

 

 

Armenian Evangelical Church, Alfortvillem France  -  courtesy Le Parisien 

 

We also have a number of reports with strange, ominous overtones: 

 The situation in Venezuela has continued to worsen, with church leaders standing in 

opposition to the dissolution of the national legislature and the continuing deprivation of 

basic necessities.  One bishop has begun to coordinate the transfer of refugees to his 

counterpart in Colombia (imagine, Venezuelans have begun to flee to a country which 

has lost one-fifth of its own citizens to flight abroad!). 

 The Democratic Republic of the Congo has continued to see attacks by militias that grow 

while the central government has continued to try to remain in power despite 

constitutional restrictions. 

 A bishop in Greece spoke on his country’s demographic suicide. 
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 Prominent Nigerian Christians were questioned by the government in an apparent attempt 

to build a criminal case against their media campaign to stop anti-Christian violence. This 

is an unprecedented attack in that country, at least since the end of the Biafran War. 

 The organized crime-driven civil conflict in Mexico appears to be worsening, as if that 

were possible. 

 In Paraguay – the first time that country has appeared on these pages – a bishop was cut 

off from television for remarks on the constitutional crisis there. 

 A Syrian bishop spoke on the latest nerve gas attack there 

Several other examples of these strange blends of anarchy and tyranny (or its precedents) can be 

found in this week’s report - please click here to read.  Meditation on these events tells us that we 

not only need to pray for this world, but we need to be wise so that we be aware of these things, 

and to find a proper way to respond to each, and so let us pray for wisdom also. 
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