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Hello friends and readers, 

The one good outcome on this week’s report (click here to read), in a worldly sense, is the 

freedom of a Pakistani woman from a forced marriage. This woman has been abducted, escaped, 

abducted again, and then escaped again. Finally she was freed from this marriage – a marriage to 

which she never agreed – by a court that granted her a formal bill of divorce.  This is a highly 

unusual outcome, and we can thank the British Pakistani Christian Association (BPCA) for their 

diligence and creativity in resolving this incident. Incidentally, if any reader is looking for a 

Christian charity to support that has been doing good for suffering Christians, the reader can put 

the BPCA at the top of their prospective list.  It is on ours. 

Otherwise our report is the usual ten page compilation of atrocities.   

In China a Taiwanese minister was detained for leading a congregation in song on a Saturday.  

The government there has been stepping up video surveillance of Christians. 

The Christian governor of Jakarta in Indonesia has apparently lost his bid for re-election – recall 

that he was charged with blasphemy just before the campaign began. His concession speech 

should set a standard for humility. His trial will continue. 

Another Christian woman has been abducted in Pakistan. 

Some local officials in Vietnam attempted to detain a priest on Easter.  His parishioners 

surrounded him and got shoved around, and the attack stopped after another priest phoned the 

provincial officials and convinced them to intervene. 

A cathedral in Kathmandu, Nepal, was subjected to an arson attack but damage was minor.  This 

cathedral was also the scene of a bombing in 2009 that killed three including a 15 year old 

female student. 
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Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary Cathedral, Kathmandu, Nepal 

At least 12 Catholic Christians were killed in Nigeria at an Easter Vigil Mass.  Their bishop 

publicly blamed the state governor for their deaths, and was backed by local Protestant clergy. 

A 35 year old priest died in Venezuela on Holy Saturday from meningitis.  How is this 

martyrdom?  He died due to a lack of medicine, and thus in union with his countrymen who also 

suffer at the hands of a government whose god is a political ideology and not the true God of 

Scripture.  The government did not order his death in hatred of the faith, but they might as well 

have. 

A teenaged boy was brutally murdered in Egypt on Holy Thursday while on his way for tutoring.  

We also have more news concerning the Palm Sunday church bombings.  One more injured 

Christian has died, and another has been identified.   The newly identified martyr was a church 

volunteer security guard who can be seen on a security video directing the bomber to the metal 

detector seconds before the detonation.  The following week his place was taken, by his son, who 

said “I’m continuing what he started. Why worry or be afraid? He has gone to heaven, and I am 

ready to join him if necessary”.  So that too is a story with a good outcome, though not in a 

worldly sense at all. 
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