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Hello friends and readers, 

This week’s report (click here to read) covers 19 countries on 13 pages, of which three – China, 

India, and Pakistan – occupy almost half of the report.  However, the worst stories of martyrdom 

are from Egypt, where another hospitalized victim of the Palm Sunday church bombings has 

succumbed to his injuries, and Madagascar, where a priest was killed during a robbery 
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Another evil story came from Egypt.  Parents of an abducted teen girl received a phone call: stop 

your attempts to recover her or we will put an explosive vest on her and send her into a church. 

Another teen girl was abducted in Pakistan but was then returned to her family.  Other cases 

from that country include a meeting to free another teen girl, a church arson attack, a riot against 

a Christian ghetto, and the refusal of the Supreme Court to expedite the appeal of Asia Bibi, who 

has been on death row since 2009 for alleged blasphemy. 

In China the installation of video cameras in churches has continued, as has harassment of 

ministers for various reasons.  The good news is that one bishop has been released from 

imprisonment and it appears that a Christian civil rights attorney is about to be released. 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-04-23%20thru%202017-04-29.pdf


In India we also have good news.  A new state governor renowned for his anti-Christian opinions 

met with local bishops and pledged some cooperation [time will tell if it is honest] and six 

Christians who were arrested in 2009 on false illegal conversion charges were finally acquitted 

for lack of evidence – both their accuser and the alleged victim denied their guilt years ago. 

These good stories are countered with the destruction of a hilltop cross and the imminent 

expulsion of three long time missionaries. 

Another good story comes from Nigeria, where an abducted priest has been released. 

Other stories include tribal warfare in the Congo, assaults in Ethiopia and Uganda, secret police 

attacks in Kazakhstan, Sudan, and Tajikistan, and discrimination in Vietnam. 

There are also two stories from the United Kingdom and the United States which reflect each 

other.  In the U.S. a cardinal archbishop has criticized the leader of the Democratic Party who 

had called for the exclusion of pro-life – and therefore Christian – members of the party from the 

ballot, and encouraged members of the party to seek the overthrow of this exclusionary call. In 

the UK a bishop gave a strong homily on Easter Vigil: "In our world, two dangerous ideologies 

are mounting. Just as in the 20th century it was Communism versus Fascism, so in the 21st a new 

battle is brewing…secularists are on the rise in local government, in education, in the media, in 

the social services…they propose Orwellian changes to our language and place ever more 

draconian restrictions on religious expression…They are totalitarian. They are destructive of the 

human person. They pose a grave threat to human happiness and to a healthy society...this is now 

having lethal consequences for the weakest, for the unborn child, for the handicapped, the 

elderly, the dying. This is why this Easter, as Christians, it's time we said, ‘enough is enough!’. 

We need to rise up to the challenge. We need to roll back the agenda”. 

If the day ever comes in which full-blown Christian persecution arises in the democratic West, 

this week may seem in retrospect as one of the signposts on that journey.  Our prayers and our 

actions will help determine how and where that journey goes. 

 

 

Today’s Martyrs 

For more information please visit our web site at: 
http://todaysmartyrs.org/index.php/blog-3/  

or write to: 

2490 Black Rock Turnpike #455 

Fairfield CT 06825-2400 USA 

Permission is granted to copy, disseminate and forward this document without charge or fee, provided no changes 

are made and full attribution is made to Today’s Martyrs 

  
 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/index.php/blog-3/

