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Hello friends and readers, 

Several Christians have been freed from captivity this week, one in China, two in Sudan, and 82 

in Nigeria, as described in this week’s report (click here to read).  Another Chinese Christian 

escaped the country with her two children and made it to Thailand and from there to the U.S. – 

her story included a dramatic race to the Bangkok airport with U.S. diplomats while pursued by 

Chinese diplomats. An Iranian Christian was granted asylum in the United Kingdom. 

Of course these stories were the exceptions. Christians were killed or died from ill treatment in 

Burundi and Egypt, and an elderly bishop in China who had been persecuted during the Cultural 

Revolution died of natural causes.  An impoverished Christian has been abducted in Pakistan and 

it is not known if he is alive or dead.  Churches were attacked in various ways in Bangladesh, 

China, India, Spain, and Sudan. 

 

 

Monastery of the Holy Face, Alicante, Spain – courtesy Wikipedia 



The most important story may be the conviction and imprisonment of Governor Basuki Tjahaja 

Purnama, also known as Ahok, on blasphemy charges.  Please read our report this week for 

details on the conviction and the public response – it includes an analysis by a priest that raised 

the specter of a military coup but also cited the inspiring peaceful response of Ahok’s Christian 

supporters.  In effect Ahok has been a pawn in the continuing civil war within Islam, a civil war 

that will determine not only the future of authentic democracy in Muslim majority nations but 

the fate of millions of Christians and Muslims throughout the world.  The Muslims who have lost 

this battle in Indonesia are the natural allies of Christians and others who support a pluralistic 

and peaceful society.  There are more battles to come, including Ahok’s appeal of his conviction 

(and similar battles outside Indonesia), and so we need to pray for him and for all who truly 

desire and seek peace. 
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