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Hello friends and readers, 

One story this week is such a demonstration of the love of Christians for others that it deserves to 

be headline news around the world.  

The Central African Republic city of Bangassou has been the scene of recent violence by the 

militia known as anti-Balaka [“anti-machete” in the Sangho language].  The anti-Balaka militia 

originally formed as a defense against the Muslim Selenka [“Coalition”] militia during 2014.  

Widely reported around the world as a “Christian” militia, it is nothing of the kind.  Christian 

leaders in the country have described anti-Balaka as composed of animists and syncretic 

Christians who engage in animist rituals. Anti-Balaka began in 2014 to kill Muslims who had 

nothing to do with the atrocities perpetrated by Seleka, and attacked Christians who attempted to 

hide and protect their Muslim neighbors.   

So it should be no surprise that an attack by anti-Balaka on May 14, 2017 caused nearly 1,000 

Muslims to flee to Bangassou’s largest mosque in the hope that they would find protection.  

They did.  News reports have not mentioned police or UN peacekeepers – such people may well 

have been present - but they do mention the hundreds of Christians who surrounded the mosque 

to inhibit an anti-Balaka attack.  One of them was the leader of the Catholic Church in the city, 

Bishop Juan Jose Aguirre Munos.  The anti-Balaka forces opened fire on the crowd. Several 

were injured, and one unidentified man who happened to be standing right next to Bishop Munos 

was killed. 

This event is reminiscent of the March 24, 1964 martyrdom of Fr. Herman Rasschaert, who was 

killed while attempting to stop a mob attack on a mosque in Gerda, Simdega, Jharkhand state, 

India.  In both cases we see Christians who have taken the lesson of the Gospels very seriously, 

who have shown they are willing to lay down their lives for their neighbors, no matter what their 

neighbors may think of Christianity.  This is a sobering thought in this age of renewed religious 

war.  These are acts of heroism and faith that should make us sober, frighteningly so. 

And we should ask: why is this not headline news? 

Our report this week (click here to read) contains the links to this original story.  We have a total 

of 23 stories from 16 lands, including more named victims from the Palm Sunday church 

bombings in Egypt and the attempted murder of a priest while at the cathedral altar in Mexico 

City.  Please read this report and again please let it inspire us in prayer and faith. 
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