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Hello friends and readers, 

This week Islamic militants attacked a city in the Philippines, killed numerous Christians, took 

other Christians hostage from the cathedral and then burned the building. In the nearby islands of 

Indonesia local Christians expressed concern that the Philippine military offensive would drive 

the militants into their country, and so have been working with the security forces to protect their 

communities. 

Another story from Indonesia in this week’s report (click here to read) concerns the decision by 

Governor Basuki Tjahaja Purnama aka Ahok to withdraw his appeal of his blasphemy 

conviction. At least one Western commentator has drawn parallels between his letter from jail 

and Martin Luther King’s famous Letter from Birmingham Jail, although in truth it is far 

different in content and Christian emphasis.  This ‘Letter from Depok Jail’ may be read by 

clicking here. 

Other stories of interest include: 

 A fine assessed on a Chinese church which equals the total of six years’ of tithes and 

donations 

 The arrest of 49 Christians at a post-wedding celebration in Eritrea 

 The seizure of 71 teens who were on their way to a summer Bible camp by authorities in 

India on the grounds that their families’ conversions were illegal (technically true, since 

the law regulating religious conversions is so onerous only the wealthy can avoid 

breaking it) 

 The death of a Pakistani asylum seeker in a Thai detention center after months of medical 

neglect 

 The continuing Church opposition to the socialist regime in Venezuela – a socialism 

which is beginning to echo the autarchy of North Korea or Mao’s 1958 Great Leap 

Forward in China as it morphs from the grantor of poverty to the grantor of death. 

Of course this week’s report also lists the usual arrests, assaults, abductions, Western-style 

demotions, and other violations of the human spirit.  Please read it over, and please remember 

that your prayers will be united with those of every Christian listed on this report, and with many 

others.  We are never alone when we pray for the common good. 
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