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Hello friends and readers, 

We have one story of extremely good news this week (please click here to read).  Christina Khidr 

Ebada, the 3 year old girl who was abducted from her mother’s lap by the Islamic State in 2014 

while they sat on a bus, has been returned to her family in good health.  She was recovered by 

the Iraqi military during fighting in the area around Mosul.  Let us thank God for her recovery. 

At the other extreme, an elderly Chinese bishop who had suffered persecution during the 

Cultural Revolution has died of cancer.  Two Chinese citizens who were possible underground 

missionaries in Pakistan were killed, although whether by the Islamic State or by a Pakistani air 

strike is unknown. An American missionary died in a bus accident on the way to the airport. A 

Christian elementary school teacher in Kenya was killed in front of his students by Islamic 

militants, and another was abducted along with the Muslim teacher who tried to protect him. 

It should be noted that we have three stories this week in which Muslims gave aid to persecuted 

Christians: the Iraqi account of Christina Khidr Ebada, the aforementioned Kenyan story, and a 

story from the Philippine fighting on Mindanao.  

For readers interested in a possible Islamic reformation, we have a link to an interview with the 

Egyptian scholar Fr Henri Boulad, SJ, who lists several attempts in the last 130 years by 

Muslims to reform Islam, all of which ended in failure. 

One story in particular shows the need for reformation in Western democracies.  This week saw 

the resignation of Tim Farron as the leader of the Liberal Democrats.  Despite a good showing in 

the recent British elections, Farron found that he was constantly attacked for his evangelical 

Christian views. His letter of resignation should throw cold water on all Christians: "...The 

consequences of the [media] focus on my faith is that I have found myself torn between living as 

a faithful Christian and serving as a political leader...To be a political leader - especially of a 

progressive, liberal party in 2017 - and to live as a committed Christian, to hold faithfully to the 

Bible's teaching, has felt impossible for me...I seem to be the subject of suspicion because of 

what I believe and who my faith is in. In which case we are kidding ourselves if we think we yet 

live in a tolerant, liberal society..." 

Please pray that this be not so.  The world has greatly benefitted by the relationship between 

Christianity and liberal democracy in the last two and a half centuries.  Christianity does not 

need liberal democracy, it will still call men and women to Christ and will save souls whether 

democracy stands or falls.  Several prominent Christians on this week’s report point out that 

democracy needs Christianity, regardless of what radical secularists might think.  Moreover, we 

all know that a world that turns its back on liberal democracy will head for disaster.  We need to 

pray and work for all of these things, as one British commentator said this week, “before it is too 

late”. 
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