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Hello friends and readers, 

Our report this week is a typically average report (please click here to read).  Good news 

includes the release of prisoners in India and the dismissal of most criminal charges against two 

Christian journalists in California. 

From India we have more details of the May 21, 2017 arrest of several Vacation Bible School 

volunteers. 

An Egyptian story gives more details of the May 26, 2017 mass murder of Christian pilgrims and 

construction workers on their way to a monastery.  One 14 year old survivor who lost his father 

in the attack now spends his time at a monastery reading the Bible 

From Pakistan we have a continuation of the story of the June 8, 2017 attempted rape of an 8 

year old girl.  The family members are in all but name slave laborers.  Their “employer” 

attempted to prevent them from filing a police report, and then on June 20 beat and tortured the 

victim’s 13 year old brother into confessing he raped the 3 year old daughter of another 

“employee” (the brother is listed as 18 on the new report, but the original report lists him as 13 

and a different brother as 18).  The police have stated the brother will be tried “alongside” his 

sister’s assailant, which obviously is a hint that they want both cases dropped and know that the 

new case is just a pretext for that outcome. 

In the United Kingdom the Rev. Gavin Ashenden – who was arrested in Moscow in 1982 for 

smuggling Bibles and who resigned in January 2017 as a Queen’s Chaplain following his 

criticism of an anti-Christian interfaith scandal – has written an essay on the resignation of 

Liberal Democratic party leader Tim Farron: 

“…Tim Farron made a claim that should have shocked our society to the core. He said he 

could no longer lead a political party and be faithful to Christ...At this point I would have 

hoped that all open-minded, tolerant people would have protested on his behalf. I would 

have expected the Archbishop of Canterbury and all the bishops of the Church of 

England to have publicly backed his right to have a Christian conscience and maintain a 

public office...But there was silence. Except for Archbishop Welby. He went so far, in his 

defense of freedom of speech and Christian conscience, as to wonder if Farron’s forced 

resignation ‘raised questions’…” 

 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-06-18%20thru%202017-06-24.pdf


Just in case the reader is wondering, yes, that last line is sarcasm – from a very gentle yet 

perceptive man. It is directed not only at Church leaders who put their institutions above the 

modern demands of the Faith, but at all of us who soft pedal the attacks on our Faith. Persecution 

may come in many different forms, nearly all of which are cloaked with the norms of our various 

societies, but it is nonetheless no less real for that.  Let us continue our prayers: most of us may 

not have an opportunity to speak out in defense of our Faith, but we all can avoid silence before 

God. 
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