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Hello friends and readers, 

The human rights world, especially in China, was shaken this week by the death of 61 year old 

dissident Liu Xiabob on July 13th. Liu Xiabob is the first Nobel Peace Prize laurate to die in 

captivity since Carl von Ossietzky died in 1938 Nazi Germany. Liu was not a Christian, but his 

humanist writings have had a noticeable effect on the Christians of China, especially his book No 

Enemies, No Hatred.  As he lay dying from the liver cancer that the Chinese government had 

failed to treat, prayers for him and his wife Liu Xia were offered together at St. Vincent’s Chapel 

in Hong Kong by a congregation led by Cardinal Joseph Zen Ze-kiun and the Reverend Wu Chi-

wai, and certainly by millions of Christians and people of other faiths throughout the country. 

The death of Liu Xiabob has frightened many Christians who have loved ones in prison.  They 

already have seen the death of U.S. resident and humanitarian Peng Ming in prison on November 

29, 2016.  So it should be no surprise that we have seen in recent weeks stories of the failing 

health of captive Christians.  In our report this week (click here to read) we have synopses and 

links to stories on Tang Jingling, who has had chest pains since he was deprived of sleep for 10 

days, and Zhang Shaojie, who has been starved, beaten, and deprived of sleep - to read our 

biography of Zhang Shaojie click here.   
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http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-07-09%20thru%202017-07-15.pdf
http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Person/Zhang%20Shaojie.pdf
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As our archives show, the human rights world should be shaken by a great many things. 

Elsewhere in the world, we have the murder of an Egyptian Christian woman in her home, the 

murder of a rural preacher in Pakistan, and the death of three Christian sanitation workers who 

were disposable in the eyes of Pakistani society.  Azerbaijan, China, Cuba, India, Iran, and the 

United Kingdom all were reported as having false prosecutions.  The United Kingdom also was 

the scene of a typically Western style persecution, where a terminally ill 11 month old child was 

denied access to clergy by his hospital. 

We ask that you again pray for these and all the nations, and for all their peoples.  
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