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Ask and it will be given to you; seek and you will find; knock and the door will be opened 

to you. For everyone who asks, receives; and the one who seeks, finds; and to the one who 

knocks, the door will be opened. Which one of you would hand his son a stone when he 

asks for a loaf of bread, or a snake when he asks for a fish?  If you then, who are wicked, 

know how to give good gifts to your children, how much more will your heavenly Father 

give good things to those who ask him.  -  Matthew 7:7-11 

This week we report on a pastor in India who was detained for conducting a worship service.  

The arresting officer asked the pastor which Bible passage was his favorite, and he replied 

Matthew 7:7-11. The pastor offered to read it aloud, and when he finished he was slapped for his 

effort.  Let us be gracious and assume the officer did not understand that ‘wicked’ as spoken here 

applies to all children of Adam, Christians included. 

Our report this week (click here to read) is rather large.  It contains a number of very powerful 

quotes from Christians around the world.  Here is a sample: 

 From the Central African Republic: "Half of the population of Bangassou has fled, taking 

refuge in the neighboring Democratic Republic of Congo. The clashes have been going 

on for days...Two thousand Muslims have been welcomed in the fenced area of the 

Cathedral defended by the Moroccan military…” 

 

 From China: "More than 100,000 votes have been invalidated…The election is being 

trampled on" 

 

 From Colombia, on the murder of a priest: "this son and brother...sacrificed in the 

exercise of his mission...at the service of evangelization" 

 

 From Greece: “While we are silent as fish, everything is vanishing and dying. We are 

persecuting Christ! The Greeks are being de-Christianized!... The voice of the Church is 

not heard today; the walls are falling one by one without resistance” 

 

 Also From India: "There is a display of a majoritarian hegemony with a totalitarian 

outlook upheld by the RSS [paramilitary] agenda of ending diversity and establishing a 

Hindu Rashtra, a state with a monolithic culture…” 

 

 Also from India, regarding current persecution: "They want to create a kind of fear into 

the life of Christians that they should not follow the Christ...Surely this has not weakened 

us but it is strengthening us…” 

 

 From Kenya: "The attackers have been targeting Christians living in Lamu County, 

especially farmers in the interior areas…” 
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 From Mexico: “The headquarters of the Mexican Bishops' Conference has been attacked 

with a three cylinder explosive device. I believe this reflects the situation in Mexico” 

 

 From Pakistan: "I was eating at home when the explosion occurred.  I immediately 

realized my brother would have been in the impact zone.  I rushed with other family 

members to be with Ilyas but on arrival all I could see was the lifeless body of my 

brother…” 

It is hard to read these things.  It is even harder to know that it will always be this way, until the 

last day when the grains and the weeds are pulled up together to be separated.  So let us pray, let 

us ask, let us seek, and let us knock, so that God may grant us good things to soften the hardness 

of life on this earth. 
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