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Let us begin with several of the good stories on this week’s report (please click here to read in 

full) 

 A Christian woman held in captivity by the Islamic State in Iraq for 3 years has been 

freed by the military.  A video has shown her dancing with relatives and repeatedly 

kissing the small cross that had been returned to the chain around her neck. 

 Two Azeri women prevailed in court and were awarded damages for an illegal arrest and 

imprisonment. 

 A Russian Orthodox priest in Kazakhstan was acquitted of conducting worship in an 

unauthorized location, because the law did not contain language that included the outdoor 

youth summer campsite where he had been arrested.  Undoubtedly this acquittal came 

due to Russian pressure, since several Baptists have been convicted in past years for their 

summer camp activities. 

 Two Russians were acquitted of incitement of hatred. 

 Six Indian vacation Bible school volunteers have finally been released on bail after three 

months of incarceration.  They had been arrested on forced conversion charges. 

That is a long list! Let us thank God! But, we have others who need our prayers. 

Christians were killed in Brazil, Egypt, Nigeria, and Pakistan, the last a secondary school student 

beaten to death by his classmates.  Christians were shot in Russia and the United States, the first 

in a retreat center (with rubber bullets!) and the second in a Christian book store.  Christians 

were beaten in Australia, China, and Uganda.  

Christians were arrested in South Sudan (a bizarre story involving a possible poisoning at a UN 

seminar) and Sudan, and had their detentions either extended or worsened by more charges in 

Russia and Turkey.  An abducted pastor is still missing in Malaysia. An Iranian’s hunger strike 

in prison has now passed into his second month. 

Churches have been attacked or desecrated in China, the United States - three reported cases 

there – and in Cameroon.  The Cameroon story is particularly offensive: someone entered the 

cathedral in Bafia at night and sprinkled blood on the tomb of the bishop who was murdered 

three months ago. 

So there is no end of the need for prayer. Please read the names in our report and please do not 

forget them and the rest of our brothers and sisters around the world. 
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