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This week (please click here to read the full report) Father Tom Uzhunnalil SDB was released 

from captivity in Yemen.  Readers may recall that he was abducted by armed men in a March 4, 

2016 attack on a nursing home in Aden in which 16 were killed, including four nuns from 

Mother Teresa’s Missionaries of Charity.  Mary Wagner was released from jail in Canada with 

time served for having entered the waiting room of a Toronto abortion clinic in December 2016 

with red roses and words to persuade the clients to leave.  One did and wrote a letter thanking 

Ms. Wagner for saving her baby; this letter was read aloud to the court. 

One child was saved, but twenty Christians were killed in Nigeria, half of them children. 

In India Cardinal Telesphore Toppo was burned in effigy by a Hindu rally, and a letter was sent 

to Prime Minister Modi protesting this veiled death threat and demanding that the state Chief 

Minister [state governor] be replaced. 

In the Philippines Cardinal Luis Antonio Tagle issued a pastoral letter concerning the police 

killings of drug addicts, and ordered all churches to ring their bells every night at 8 PM for the 

dead.  Another priest contrasted the Marcos era police killings that totaled about 250 per year 

with the current total of 12,000 per year and said “We have a serial killer president and the state 

is becoming a state-killer”.  President Duterte himself admitted that 1 in 20 households has a 

member involved with the drug trade; imagine: 1 in 20 families will have death visited upon it 

without trial or due process. 

A Pakistani Christian who converted his Muslim wife to Christianity has been sentenced to death 

on fraudulent blasphemy charges. 

In the United States a pastor’s widow was murdered in her church and a young mother died of 

brain cancer but saved the life of her unborn daughter. 

Many other stories can be found on this week’s report.   

There is even another ‘funny’ story from Pakistan.  September 8th in the Roman Catholic 

calendar is the celebration of the birth of Mary the mother of Jesus.  This is a major religious 

festival in Pakistan, with many Muslims joining in.  Since nearly 90% of the Lahore municipal 

sanitation workers are Christian and many would be off to attend the festival, the city put out one 

of those ‘public service’ announcements and asked people to not throw their trash in the streets 

since the Christians would not be available to pick it up!  Can’t imagine life after the festival is 

over and things are back to ‘normal’!  What would we do without Christians?! 

Please continue your prayers. 
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