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Another Christian has been freed from captivity this week (click here to read the full 15 page 

report): Fr. Teresito 'Chito' Suganob was rescued from Islamic militants by the Philippine 

military.  This is the sixth release of a ‘prominent’ Christian since August 1, 2017.  This good 

news has been outweighed by the sentencing of two Christians to prison, one in China and one in 

Vietnam, and the continued captivity of Christians in Mali.  One captive in Mali, Sr. Gloria 

Cecilia Narvaez Argoti, has developed serious health problems.  Beyond that Christians were 

killed in Egypt and Nigeria – two of the stories this week from Nigeria involve Biafrian 

separatists who apparently want to trigger another civil war. 

We have stories of deportees from Cambodia, Thailand, and the United States who fear death 

upon their return to their countries of origin.  The Thai account is particularly egregious, since it 

involves a death threat against a Pakistani refugee from her own government following her 

attempted rape at the hands of one of its diplomats. 

In India we have stories of the closure of a Catholic college (probably a boarding school) by RSS 

paramilitary forces and the imposition on public school students of a ‘Hail India!’ morning salute 

that uses an unofficial sectarian word for ‘India’ rather than the official non-sectarian word.  At 

its heart this debate over words sounds much like a debate over the words 'bund', 'volk', and 

'reich'. 

China published a new 10,000 page document of religious regulations, and told a woman she 

was ‘brainwashing’ her Sunday school students. 

We also have stories concerning church vandalism in Israel, Turkey, and Ukraine. 
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Layadova Monastery, Ukraine - courtesy Orthochristian.com 

 

Western style persecutions fill much of our pages this week.  Christians were denied access to a 

civic center in Nigeria that they had rented, but most such stories from the U.S., Ireland, and 

especially Australia are concerned with the bullying and silencing of Christian voices. Christians 

in the West must come to understand that they will lose their voices if they fail to use them to 

defend their faith, not to shout down opponents in arguments but rather to enlighten and convert.  

Pray that we will find the words that will succeed.  Pray that we will be inspired and 

strengthened for the days ahead. 
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