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Week after week Today’s Martyrs reports on persecution and discrimination against Christians, 

much of which occurs in so-called underdeveloped nations.  While that is also true of this week’s 

report (please click here to read it), this week has several stories from the developed world which 

are disquieting. 

First, there was a shooting at a church in the U.S. in which a mother of two children was killed 

and seven others were injured.  A church usher disarmed the gunman (a Christian refugee from 

Sudan, with possible mental health issues) and held him at gunpoint until police arrived. 

 

Burnette Chapel Church of Christ, Antioch, Tennessee – courtesy the church’s web site 

In Belgium the Brothers of Charity have continued their battle with the board which oversees 

their psychiatric hospitals; their Superior General released another document calling the board 

prideful and arrogant on their continued stand to allow their patients to be euthanized. 

In Australia the battle over the government’s non-binding referendum on legalizing same sex 

marriage has continued to boil over.  There is a small story (click here to read) concerning a 

priest who was spat upon by a same sex marriage supporter on a public street.  If the reader were 

to click on this link and scroll down he or she will find numerous accounts of violence and 

intimidation.  One in particular stands out: a pro-traditional marriage group – which cannot 

release the names of its officers due to threats – held a conference which was invaded by same 

sex marriage advocates.  In the photo of this event it can be seen that they held up a banner that 

read “Burn churches, not queers”. 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-09-24%20thru%202017-09-30.pdf
http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/Documents/2017-09-12%20Statement%20by%20Brother%20Rene%20Stockman.pdf
http://www.dailymail.co.uk/news/article-4925688/Priest-spat-sworn-street-gaymarriage.html
http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By Publication Date Weekly/Todays Martyrs 2017-09-24 thru 2017-09-30.pdf


Burn churches.  These words are not just the hype of the overwrought.  Churches and other 

Christian facilities have already been burned by organized anti-Christians in Australia.  And in 

Argentina.  And the United States. 

We have two stories from Britain.  The first is the consecration of Gavin Ashenden (who 

resigned in January 2017 as a Queen’s Chaplain following his criticism of an anti-Christian 

interfaith scandal) as bishop by a Canadian branch of the Anglican church.  His official title has 

an odd tone: he is now Missionary Bishop to Anglicans in the United Kingdom and Europe.  A 

Missionary Bishop to Anglicans?  That title sounds as if Anglicans are now an endangered tribe 

in a primitive society, in need of preservation.  It sounds odd, but it also sounds true. 

The second British story is a speech read in London last week by Russian Orthodox Metropolitan 

Archbishop Hilarion Alfeyev. He said: 

…The modern-day decline of Christianity in the western world may be compared to the 

situation in the Russian Empire before 1917. The revolution and the dramatic events 

which followed it have deep spiritual, as well as social and political, reasons. Over many 

years the aristocracy and intelligentsia had abandoned the faith, and were then followed 

by common people...I firmly believe that a Europe which has renounced Christ will not 

be able to preserve its cultural and spiritual identity...The legalization of abortion, the 

encouragement of sexual promiscuity, and the systematic attempts to undermine family 

values have led to a profound demographic crisis in many European countries...Often the 

language of hatred in relation to Christians is used when Christians insist on their right to 

participate in public affairs. They enjoy the same right as much as it is enjoyed by 

adherents of any other religion or by atheists. However, in practice it is not like this...In 

modern-day Europe militant secularism has been transformed into an autonomous power 

that does not tolerate dissent. It allows well-organized minority groups to successfully 

impose their will on the majority under the pretext of observing human rights...I believe it 

important that Christians of Europe should stand shoulder to shoulder to defend those 

values upon which the life of the continent has been built for centuries, and that they 

should view the afflictions and dismay of Christians throughout the world as their own. 

The eloquence and import of this statement is striking (click here to read in its entirety).  The 

socio-politico-economic facts of 2017 Europe are nothing like that of 1917 Tsarist Russia, yet we 

know in our hearts that Metropolitan Hilarion is right: the West is spiritually ill, and needs the 

healing that only Christianity can bring.  We can only pray that the sickness today is not as deep 

as that of 1917 (but it might be: recall the burning churches).  Two weeks earlier Bishop 

Ashenden said in an Anglican Unscripted webcast : “The Russians are the key - this will surprise 

people - the Russians are the key to the survival of Christianity in our generation”.  This will not 

be a great surprise to Catholics (with their Fatima traditions) nor to the Russian Orthodox, who 

see themselves as having a mission to the world in the wake of their own great persecution, but it 

may be to others.  We need to pray that all Christians will come together for their joint survival, 

if that is truly what is endangered.  
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