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The news this week (please click here to read our full report) is rather straightforward.  A couple 

of Christians in China were released from jail.  An Egyptian teen girl abductee was recovered by 

police from her abductors. Two Christians in Pakistan had their blasphemy charges dropped.  

Christians were reported to have been killed in Egypt, Iraq, and Syria – the last were two captive 

Russian soldiers who were executed by the Islamic State after they refused the invitation to 

Islam. 

Christians continued to be prosecuted, incarcerated, abducted, or assaulted in Algeria, China, 

Kazakhstan, Pakistan, Turkey, Uganda, and Vietnam.  Christian refugee stories have come to us 

from Afghanistan and the United States. 

Three stories concerning bishops in India and Nigeria are notable: 

In India one bishop spoke against a handful of Christian youth who desecrated Hindu idols. 

Hindu radical leaders are now using this episode to tar all Christians as extremists. 

Another Indian bishop responded to a Hindu radical leader who alleged on television that Mother 

Teresa trafficked 50,000 young girls. 

Nigerian bishops met at a conference in Liverpool in the UK.  One bishop made a pointed 

comment: 

From my own experience, I find that the British high commissioner [ambassador], the 

ambassadors from European countries, the American ambassador — they are pandering 

more to Islam than to Christianity, because most of them have turned their backs on 

Christianity...We can’t go to the Irish ambassador or the Spanish ambassador and say, 

‘This is for the Catholic Church’. People are not interested...In Ramadan, the 

ambassadors of Islamic countries are very keen to come to the Muslim celebrations in a 

way and manner that the Irish or any of these ambassadors are not likely to do for 

[Christmas] midnight Mass or the Easter celebrations. 

That quote speaks volumes about the abandonment of the Faith, not just by individual Western 

diplomats, but also by we who elect their superiors. All faiths should be of equal importance to a 

diplomat. If Christianity is of lesser importance in diplomacy it is ultimately because it is of 

lesser importance to us. Our Nigerian brothers and sisters in Christ are materially harmed by this 

abandonment, and we can be sure this is true is other countries.  Please pray that we will find 

ways to change this unfair and unequal situation for the better.    
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