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In this week’s report (please click here to read) a Christian church in Egypt was allowed to re-

open after 22 years of government stonewalling.  Two Kenyan survivors of the 2015 Garissa 

University College massacre have resumed college, although with great difficulty due to their 

disabilities.  A U.S. campus group successfully defended itself against a hate speech charge.  A 

large extended Pakistani family was almost burned to death by a mob of 300 radicals for 

blasphemy but were saved by their Muslim neighbors. Aside from the arrest of a member of that 

Pakistani family and their continued fear, those are all good outcomes.  

Still Christians were killed or met untimely deaths in China (a pier side accident), Egypt, Nigeria 

(in once case a mass shooting), Pakistan, and the United States.  Besides a deacon who was 

stabbed to death in New York, twenty-six Texan Christians were shot dead in their church by a 

gunman who hated both them – some as former in-laws, though most of the attacker’s ex-family 

were not present - and their religion; thirty more were wounded.  The viciousness of the Texas 

attack shook the Christians and most others of the country to their core in a manner not seen 

since the June 2015 Charleston church shooting. One survivor later said “He shot the babies 

when they cried”.   

A Lutheran minister, the Rev. Hans Fiene, wrote about the massacre on the following day – click 

here to read in full.  He began with Twitter quotes of people mocking the prayers of those killed 

in the Texas church ("If prayers did anything they'd still be alive"; "They had the prayers shot 

right out of them. Maybe try something else"), calling each such tweet “an act of profound 

ugliness”, and compared them with the mockery of Christ from the crucifiers at the foot of the 

Cross:  

It’s also an act of profound ignorance. For those with little understanding of and less 

regard for the Christian faith, there may be no greater image of prayer’s futility than 

Christians being gunned down mid-supplication. But for those familiar with the Bible’s 

promises concerning prayer and violence, nothing could be further from the truth. When 

those saints of First Baptist Church were murdered yesterday, God wasn’t ignoring their 

prayers. He was answering them…“Deliver us from evil”...When we pray these words, 

we are certainly praying that God would deliver us from evil temporally - that is, in this 

earthly life. Through these words, we are asking God to send his holy angels to guard us 

from those who would seek to destroy us with knives and bombs and bullets. It may 

seem, on the surface, that God was refusing to give such protection to his Texan children. 

But we are also praying that God would deliver us from evil eternally. Through these 

same words, we are asking God to deliver us out of this evil world and into his heavenly 

glory, where no violence, persecution, cruelty, or hatred will ever afflict us again. 

Pastor Fiene went on to quote Pastor Frank Pomeroy’s prophetic words on persecution that were 

uttered three years before his fellow parishioners, and his daughter, were killed: 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-11-05%20thru%202017-11-11.pdf
https://thefederalist.com/2017/11/06/saints-first-baptist-church-murdered-god-answering-prayers/


“We do not need to fear the day of persecution that’s coming to the church, because God 

said it’s going to come. He warned us over 2,000 years ago the day was coming. And 

rather than fear it, He said just endure it. Now ‘endure it’ is a hard word. ‘Endure it’ 

doesn’t mean that they might take your ice cream away today. ‘Endure it’ means it may 

be a rough day. It may be a rough few years. But the one who endures to the end will be 

delivered.” 

Pastor Fiene concluded thusly: 

I pray they [Pastor Pomeroy, his family, and his congregation] will still trust in these 

words. Despite the horror that madman made the saints of First Baptist endure, those who 

endured it with faith in Christ have received his victory. Although the murderer filled 

their eyes with terror, God has now filled them with his glory. Although he persecuted 

them with violence, God seized that violence and has now used it to deliver his faithful 

into a kingdom of peace. Although this madman brought death to so many, God has used 

that death to give them the eternal life won for them in the blood of Jesus. Those who 

persecute the church and those who mock Christians for trusting in Almighty God rather 

than Almighty Government may believe that the bloodshed in Texas proves the futility of 

prayer. But we believers see the shooting in Texas as proof of something far different - 

proof that Christ has counted us worthy to suffer dishonor for his name and proof that no 

amount of dishonor, persecution, or violence can stop him from answering our prayer to 

deliver us from evil. 
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