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Two items of good news this week (please click here to read the full report): a Coptic Christian 

priest was acquitted of blasphemy charges in Egypt, and a mentally ill Pakistani who was 

arrested last week on blasphemy charges has been released on bail. 

Christians were reported to have died or been killed in China (an elderly bishop persecuted in 

prior decades) and in Nigeria.  They were reported to have been beaten in India – including an 

update to an October story in which children were pulled from a train by Hindu radicals and 

abused while in custody – and in Uganda.  A Chinese pastor saw his home raided by police and 

was threatened with arrest.  Christian leaders reported on threats of war in Lebanon, and on 

actual violence in India, Indonesia, and Sri Lanka. A Philippine chapel suffered an arson attack 

and a Russian ‘prayer house’ was closed by local authorities, as were churches in India. 

   

Left: Chapel, Labo-Labo village, Shariff Aguak town, Mindanao, Philippines 

Right: Prayer House, Tula, Russia 

Australian voters approved a non-binding mail survey in favor of same sex marriage; Christians 

there have expressed hope that Parliament will pass approving legislation that will offer better 

protection of the rights of conscience than have been made available in other countries.   

In the United Kingdom we have five stories listed, three of which involve gender fluidity.  A 

teacher who had been careful to avoid offence to a transgendered student made one verbal slip, 

with the result that he has been suspended.   Bishop Gavin Ashenden wrote a letter to the Times 

of London in which he noted that the last six years have seen a 1,000% increase of referrals of 

children with transgender issues to a mental health clinic, and raised the issue that the cause is 

really societal pressures. 

We would agree.  There is huge evidence that the rational, intellectual basis of Western 

civilization is eroding, the pace of erosion is accelerating, and these accounts are just more 

signposts along the way to a future that will be much different than most Westerners realize.  Of 

course, the West has been there before: nationalism and totalitarianism were once our Golden 

Calves, and that led to scores of millions of deaths in Europe and Asia.  Now new idols have 

taken their place.  To be sane we must return to the certainty that reason and intellect are gifts 

from God.  Please pray that our return to the Truth will not be long delayed. 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-11-12%20thru%202017-11-18.pdf
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