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More signs have appeared that life has been returning to normal for the people of Syria, now that 

the Islamic State - ISIL - has largely been defeated. Please click on this link to read our report for 

this week. 

 

 

Church in Syria – courtesy Sputnik and Mikhail Alayeddin 

Similar reports come from Iraq, but some cover more negative events.  We have news of two 

Chinese Christians who have escaped the country and made it to the United States, but their 

husband and father is still imprisoned. Perhaps the most prominent Three Self Help [pro-

government official] church leader to be detained in recent years, Pastor Joseph Gu Yuese, has 

been released from jail and his charges dropped, but surveillance of the official church has 

increased. 

This week’s report contains several pages of additional news from India, including a bishop’s 

report on suppression of decades-old Christmas celebrations and his frustrated, incredulous, and 

even fearful “What is going on in this country?” A fourteen year old Egyptian was abducted and 

murdered, and his pastor said "Ishak was targeted and killed because of his faith, because he is 

Christian. They wanted to spoil the joy of our coming Christmas". More unnamed Christians 

were killed in Nigeria. It also lists more details of last week’s church bombing in Pakistan. 

This week we have another attempted church bombing, this time in Helwan City, a section of 

Cairo, Egypt.  Up to five attackers attempted to force their way into a guarded church so that one 

with an explosive vest could kill as many Christians as possible.  In the ensuing gun battle the 

two Muslim police guards were the first to die, but the suicide bomber was also killed before he 

could detonate his vest.  As the gun battle continued the mosque loudspeakers across the street 

erupted with calls from the imam for his followers to rescue their ‘Coptic brothers’.  One 

Christian caught up in this event commented “Muslims actually detained one of the perpetrators, 
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and many of them donated blood to hospitals that treated the wounded. There is still hope in this 

country". 

Yes, indeed, there is always hope.  Please pray for it in the coming year. Please pray for it with 

regard to peaceful Christmas celebrations on January 7, 2018 by the Eastern Churches.  And 

above all please pray for the hope that people who do not follow Christ will turn more to the 

defense of their Christian brothers and sisters, and to persuade those tempted to violence to 

restraint and repentance. Amen. 
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