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We hope that our readers who follow the Eastern calendar celebrated a blessed Nativity!  

This week’s report (please click here to read in full) is only seven pages.  An underground bishop 

was released in China, two Christians were released in Laos, and Christmas was celebrated 

publicly in Yangon, Myanmar (Burma) after 50 years.  But, stories from nine countries attest to 

continued or increased discrimination or persecution, including one death in Egypt. Two stories 

are of particular note: 

First, the leader of the Eastern Orthodox Churches, Ecumenical Patriarch Bartholomew I [aka 

Dimitrios Arhondonis], has become the object of a Turkish government investigation into his 

alleged involvement in the 2016 attempted coup.  The government is convinced that he has links 

of some kind with the American CIA, and is leaking this information through the few remaining 

media outlets that it has not shut down. At the same time, the government is reducing the size of 

the Patriarch’s protective security detail. It appears as if that government is encouraging a 

possible thuggish act of some kind against the 77 year old Patriarch. 

The second was an attack by 900 Hindu students belonging to the Akhil Bharatiya Vidyarthi 

Parishad {ABVP - All Indian Student Council, a group affiliated with the RSS paramilitary 

organization) against a Catholic college, St Mary's Post Graduate College in Vidisha, Madhya 

Pradesh state.  These student radicals attempted to invade the campus to conduct a religious 

ceremony consecrating the campus to the deity representing the nation of India, and demanded 

that the Catholic faculty and staff pray to that deity. The police prevented them from doing so, 

but they said that they will return in a few weeks. 

Most of the students at this college are Hindu, and presumably most graduate as Hindus. The 

college web site lists a large range of courses in non-religious subjects. The college has been in 

existence for over 30 years. There appears to be no other motive for this attack than pure 

supremacism. Nothing like this has happened to a Christian-operated school of higher learning of 

this size before now in India. The faculty and staff have been reported as having been quite 

traumatized by these events and are fearful of what the coming weeks will bring.  

Please pray for all of these situations on our report.  The New Year of our Lord 2018 is certain to 

bring both joy and sorrow – pray at least that hearts will not be further hardened against His 

people. 

 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202017-12-31%20thru%202018-01-06.pdf
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