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A short report this week (click here to read) due to a need to do other Christian acts of the Matthew 25:36 

variety. 

A Christian in Egypt was shot dead, and another was abducted in Pakistan and drugged and raped. Eighteen 

month old Pakistan church bombing victim Aleeza Ashraf has continued to have surgeries in an attempt to save 

her life. Teymur Sultan ogly Akhmedov has continued to languish in a Kazakh prison where he has been denied 

the cancer treatment he needs. 

We do have a Christian versus Christian story. In Ukraine the Orthodox Church has divided into three 

denominations.  About a quarter of the Orthodox belong to the autonomous church that is in union with the 

Moscow Patriarchate, while about 40% belong to one of two breakaway churches that have tried to embody 

Ukrainian nationalism in opposition to Russian influence (these two churches are not recognized by the Eastern 

Orthodox communion).  The remaining 35% of the Orthodox either refuse to acknowledge their affiliation or 

have none. 

An historic monastery in Kiev was attacked by nationalists opposed to the Moscow Patriarchate on the day after 

Christmas.  The abbot came out, attempted to engage in pleasant conversation with the nationalists, and invited 

them to come in to pray. While this went on seminarians sang Christmas songs. The nationalists refused but 

were obviously surprised by the offer. Most of us as Christians hate conflict such as this, and we tend to look 

down on those who perpetrate it, but careful scrutiny demonstrates that the nationalists were clearly restrained 

by the common Christian beliefs and heritage they shared with the abbot and seminarians. Perhaps next time 

they will be restrained to direct their politics to other avenues.  

It should also be noted that the two breakaway churches have begun fitful rapprochements with the Moscow 

Patriarchate, mainly because they have failed to gain support from the Patriarch of Constantinople.  Let us pray 

that true Christian unity will continue to develop in the years to come. 

 

 

Kiev Caves Monastery, Ukraine – courtesy Wikipedia 
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