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Overall, this week’s report is largely a compendium of acts of resiliency and resistance by Christians. Yes, it 

lists some atrocities and defeats in those nations that can be characterized as “worst offenders” (click here to 

read), but the majority of stories list responses to persecution that show that Christians continue to fight for 

righteousness. 

Consider: 

 The Chinese pastor who republished a treatise on the new harsh regulations of churches: “As far as faith 

is concerned, these new regulations are evil; as far as the constitution is concerned, they are illegal; as 

far as politics are concerned, they are foolish. As the pastor of a house church, I intend to peacefully 

reject this regulation’s legitimacy and implementation”. He is obviously risking his own freedom with 

these comments. 

 The Eritrean Christian who stayed faithful at the cost of a third of his life spent in prison (much of it in a 

shipping container) and perhaps his sanity. 

 The Indian Christians who stood in front of the bulldozers and Hindu extremists who sought to seize 

their hospital property. 

 The Nigerian youths who with bows and arrows attempted to protect their fathers’ own fields from 

assault rifle toting Muslims, and who were arrested for their efforts. 

 The Pakistani Christians who have been licensed to arm themselves against terrorists and who will 

receive training from their provincial government. 

 The Christian refugees who have bailed children out of immigration detention in Thailand. 

 The Christians in Australia, Austria, Sweden, the United States, and Venezuela who continue to fight the 

enactment of unjust laws or the execution of unjust policies. 

Finally, consider the Christians of Niger who have rebuilt the church buildings that were destroyed in the rioting 

of January 2015.  It might be good to recall what we at Today’s Martyrs reported at the time:  

By the following Friday the only remaining church building in Niger was the Catholic cathedral in the 

capital, and that only stood thanks to the army. The institutional church is almost gone, but the spiritual 

church survives. Unnamed missionaries wrote “Last night the church members met for prayer as the 

pastor, who lost everything, encouraged them by flashlight to not only stand strong, but to move forward 

and to know that this attack will grow the church. The room was dark on the outside but illuminated by 

the fire in the hearts of His people, even as stones were being thrown on the roof”. 

Now the churches are back, a renewal that demonstrates to the people of one of the poorest and most illiterate 

countries on earth (and to us all) that the Christian Gospel cannot be suppressed.  

Please pray that Christians everywhere will gain courage from such acts of faith, that we will all support each 

other in the spirit. 
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