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Deir ez-Zor is a city of ghosts, as are many on this planet. During the Armenian Genocide a century ago it was a 

principle site of murder: perhaps a million Armenian Christians were marched there and forced into open air 

camps where they were denied food and water. In our time the Syrian army defended the city during a 30 month 

siege by the Islamic State, which was lifted only three months ago. 

In this week’s report (click here to read in full) we have a story from Deir ez-Zor.  The Patriarch of the Syriac 

Orthodox Church, Ignatius Ephrem II, travelled there to preside over a Divine Liturgy in a ruined church. He 

spoke words of hope about the future and the restoration of the church and city, words which simply expressed 

hope in a normal life. 

 

Virgin Mary Church, Deir ez-Zor, Syria - courtesy syriapatriarchate.org 

A story with similar positives came from Kiev in Ukraine. Once again ultranationalists attacked a monastery in 

communion with the Moscow Patriarchate. Two arsonists set fire to the front doors of a chapel on the property 

and were later arrested. The abbot of the monastery then acted: he bailed the alleged arsonists out of jail! He 

said “We decided to act in a Christian way, with mercy”. One can only hope, and pray, that such acts of mercy 

will begin to soften the hearts in that land which have been so hardened by history. 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202018-02-04%20thru%202018-02-10.pdf


 

Tithes Monastery of the Mother of God, Kiev, Ukraine – courtesy images.unian.net 

If only the remaining stories on our report were so demonstrative of hope. Please read our report and hope and 

pray that we turn more to mercy and forgiveness. 
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