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This past week was the beginning of Great Lent according to the Eastern calendar. On the last Sunday prior to 

the beginning of Great Lent, parishioners had gathered in the church of St. George in the city of Kizlyar in the 

Russian republic of Dagestan for an evening penitential rite.  As the worshippers began to leave a lone 

supporter of the Islamic State opened fire on them with a hunting rifle, killing four instantly and a fifth who 

later died in the hospital, and wounding two more. Others were able to re-enter the church and the shooter fled 

after the church bells were rung; outside the gate he was killed by arriving police at the cost of two more 

wounded. The dead were women from all stations of life, ranging from an alms beggar to a cardiologist. Their 

archbishop decreed that they would be buried on their church grounds as martyrs. The funeral photography can 

be seen by clicking here. 

 

 

St. George Church, Kizlyar, Dagestan, Russia – courtesy OrthoChristian 

In our report this week (click here to read in full) named Christians were also killed in Kenya, and unnamed 

Christians were killed in Bolivia, Mexico, and Nigeria. The Mexican story involved the murder by criminal 

elements of a sister of one of the nuns who operated a parochial school and of parents of the students – the 

school is now closed. 

 

Morelos de Chilapa school, Chilpancingo, Guerrero state, Mexico – courtesy twitter 

http://orthochristian.com/110924.html
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A Christian was acquitted of blasphemy charges in Pakistan, but another was falsely implicated in blasphemy 

and surrendered to police rather than see vigilante violence perpetrated against his neighbors. 

A church was bulldozed in Tanzania. 

We would like to end with three accounts from our report of church leaders trying to do their duty to their 

fellow Christians. Please pray for their strength, their intentions, and their work: 

 In India, the South African leader of the World Baptist Federation, the Rev Paul Msiza, was denied entry 

to the country to visit the Christians of the state of Meghalaya. Meghalaya is 75% Christian, and the 

denial is apparent retribution for his activities on his previous visit there. In other words, the government 

agents who had spied on him made note that he did his job as an evangelist and ensured that the 

government would prevent a repetition. The “world’s largest democracy” appears more and more to be 

becoming another authoritarian power. 

 

 In the Democratic Republic of the Congo, Cardinal Laurent Monsengwo Pasinya issued a letter along 

with his fellow bishops on the “death and desolation” that continues to plague their nation and people. 

 

 Archbishop Bashar Matti Warda from Iraq spoke at Georgetown University in Washington DC. He said 

words that should be long remembered for their truth and poignancy and witness: “Having faced for 

1,400 years the slow-motion genocide that began long before the ongoing ISIL genocide today, the time 

for excusing this inhuman behavior and its causes is long since past...The harsh truth to this question is 

that without an end to this persecution and violence there is no future for religious pluralism in Iraq or 

anywhere else in the Middle East for that matter...So few of us are left, some estimate 200,000 

Christians or less. While it is true that our numbers are small, the apostles were much smaller...We 

forgive those who murdered us, who tortured us, who raped us, who sought to destroy everything about 

us. We forgive them in the name of Christ. We say this to our Muslim neighbors, learn this from us. Let 

us help you heal. Your wounds are as deep as ours...We pray for your healing”. 
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