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Very disquieting news from India this week (please click here to read the complete report). 

First, dozens of Hindu radicals returned to a Christian hospital and seized part of the hospital’s property, beating 
and manhandling nurses and nuns in the process. Worse, they blocked access to the emergency room and 
disconnected the building’s electricity and water supply! Anyone with any kind of moral imagination would 
realize that these actions would put the lives of patients at risk. Indeed, the hospital administration noted that 
there were twelve patients in the intensive care unit; certainly some of these patients were Hindus. The police 
did nothing. The level of disregard for vulnerable lives in this story is really astounding. Jihadists in recent years 
have been known to attack hospitals, but there is a degree of cold calculation in this story that goes beyond the 
secretive planting of a car bomb by a handful of individuals. 

 

 
Pushpa Mission Hospital, Ujjain, Madhya Pradesh state, India - courtesy UCAN 

Second, it became known that the Indian government has created a commission that has been charged with re-
writing Indian history with the aim of demonstrating that Hinduism is the religion of the original inhabitants of 
the country. In effect, the government of India is now concocting a lie. Hinduism arose from a lengthy and 
complex interchange between the original people of India and the Indo-Europeans who arrived during the Vedic 
invasion almost four millennia ago, and so it cannot be the ‘original’ faith of India. Christian leaders are 
alleging that this commission is another step in the process to de-legitimatize Christians and especially Muslims 
and to reduce their citizenship to a lesser status. 

The goal of this government commission is reminiscent of the ‘Aryan studies’ that were adopted by German 
colleges in the 1930’s. 

The action against the hospital and especially the police connivance is reminiscent of the mob violence seen in 
Germany in the 1930’s. 

This should be no surprise to anyone. It has been noted many times on these pages that the Sangh Parivar 
organizations that today are tightening their grip on Indian society are all derived from the Rashtriya 
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Swayamsevak Sangh (RSS), a paramilitary organization that was directly and deliberately modelled on 
European fascism and especially on the German Nazis.  

There are other parallels. 

RSS and other Sangh Parivar leaders have openly questioned the continued use of Western democratic 
institutions in India. 

School children are now taught about Akhand Bharat, the Undivided India which cannot be realized without the 
annexation of most of India’s neighbors. Here is an obvious parallel with the 1930’s German concept of 
Lebensraum. 

So where do the parallels with 1930’s Germany fail? 

The obvious difference is that the Sangh organizations all lack a Fuhrer Principle. They have no requirement 
that all power ultimately be invested in a single individual. There is no equivalent to an Adolf Hitler on the 
horizon who could take cultural imperatives and convert them into murderous policies that must be realized 
within his or her lifetime. This is the primary explanation for the survival of Western democratic institutions in 
India, up to now. We should all thank God that this is so. 

Yet, we should not allow the lack of a Fuhrer Principle to blind us to the real dangers inherent in these events. 
Even if the future were to look just like the present, we still have the same story seen throughout the world in 
the past two millennia: the power of a culture with elements hostile to the Christian Faith, the power of the state 
against the conscience of the individual, whether Christian or virtuous non-Christian, and the corruption of truth 
necessary for the misuse of such powers.  

And there is no guarantee that the future will look like the present 

Against such forces what do we Christians have? We have truth, faith, hope, prayer, even love. None of these 
things are a shield from harm, as yesterday’s and today’s martyrs can testify. We should not expect them to be 
shields, even though Jesus told us we should pray for deliverance. They are rather the root and fruit of His 
Gospel, the Good News that is to be shared with the entire world for its sake as it approaches its ultimate 
destiny. 
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