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As Christians who follow the Western calendar conclude Easter this year, Christians who follow the Eastern 

calendar now begin Great and Holy Week, which will conclude with the celebration of the death of Jesus Christ 

on Great and Holy Friday and His Resurrection on Pascha. 

Our report this week (click here to read) lists eight Christians who died in imitation of Jesus, although more are 

unnamed: 

 A priest, a school director, and the director’s wife were murdered by a militia composed of animists and 

syncretic Christians in the Central African Republic 

 A police officer in France was killed after he exchanged places with a hostage held by an Islamic State 

sympathizer 

 An elderly woman in India was beaten to death while in prayer by a Hindu temple sculptor 

 Two Christian farmers in Myanmar were apparently executed by the military 

 In perhaps the greatest atrocity of the week, a Christian in Pakistan died in a hospital after he and two 

relatives were attacked by doctors wielding surgical tools – the doctors had been insulted that the lowly 

Christians had insisted on prompt medical care for a distressed relative 

Perhaps most striking in the juxtaposition of these stories is that no two are due to the same cause, ideology, or 

competing faith. Christianity is hated from many sources and directions; perhaps we should recall the same was 

true of Jesus himself as he was shuttled from the Sanhedrin to Pilate to Herod and back. 

Our report this week has many other stories. In China the government has begun to persecute Christians in ways 

not seen since the 1960’s Cultural Revolution: one priest has been sent to work on a farm, and other leaders 

have been abducted or given lengthy sentences. Churches were attacked in Egypt, India and Pakistan. Sweden 

has now joined the list of countries that are considering the closure of Christian schools. 

All of the people listed on the 17 pages of this week’s report require your prayers, but perhaps none more than 

Gobera Bashir. He is a 27 year old convert from Islam in Uganda. Three weeks ago his relatives doused him 

with hot cooking oil as he left church. He was hospitalized with burns on 40% of his body, then released 

apparently because he could not afford further treatment. His wounds have festered. Please pray for his full 

recovery. 
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