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We have two stories with positive outcomes (click here to read this week’s report in full). First, in a story with 
far reaching consequences, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in favor of a Christian who had refused to bake a cake 
for a same sex wedding. The ruling’s applicability to other similar cases is questionable, but it definitely held 
that government cannot give religious motives a secondary status under the law. On a philosophical level the 
radical secularists have suffered a major and well-deserved defeat. 

The second case is the resolution of a story from two years ago. On July 9. 2016 we reported: 

The Rev. Andrew White, for years the only Anglican clergyman in Iraq and a witness to much of the 
suffering there, has been accused of having paid money to the Islamic State to free sex slaves.  He is 
now under investigation by the British government agency that regulates charities.  It is hard to know 
what to be upset about, that he did pay money to the Islamic State, or that people secure in a Western 
country would think that extreme methods to free sex slaves is something that can be criticized in a 
cavalier way. 

News came this week of Andrew White’s exoneration by the British government, which presumably means he 
did not send money to the Islamic State. One can only hope that he will be reinstated at the charity he founded. 
The commentators on this story noted that the Church of England did little to nothing to support him against 
these accusations. 

In other news: 

Christians were reported to have been killed in the Democratic Republic of the Congo, El Salvador, Indonesia, 
the Ivory Coast, Pakistan, and the Philippines. The Indonesian story was of a convert who died preventing the 
entry of a suicide bomber into his church. Many of the other deaths were of Catholic priests. Unnamed 
Christians were killed in the Central African Republic. 

Christians were taken into captivity, or remained there, by abduction or arrest in Burkina Faso, China, the 
Democratic Republic of the Congo, India, Mali, and Vietnam. The Congo abductee was later released. 

Christians or their churches were assaulted or threatened with assault in Bangladesh (an old story with a new 
legal update), India, Myanmar, Nepal, Nicaragua, Pakistan, Palestine, the Philippines, and Uganda. 

Christians suffered or described Western style discrimination in Denmark and Sweden. 

Finally, we have an account from Argentina with echoes of the Rev. Andrew White story. Archbishop Hector 
Aguer has been on these pages before thanks to his defense of the Church against the radical secularists and 
sexual libertines of the modern world. He submitted his resignation after reaching retirement age, and the 
Vatican response was to order him to leave his diocese! He was effectively made homeless by the order, and a 
Melkite bishop offered to take him into his home! It is so sad to see good faithful men such as the Rev. White 
and Abp. Aguer suffer at the hands of those who do not love Christ, and then again at the hands of those who 
say they do. Please pray that Christians everywhere will become more sensitive and supportive of each other. 

 

We have a rather large number of photos of churches from this week’s reports, please allow them to stand in 
stead for all Christians for whom we lack individual photos. 

http://todaysmartyrs.org/pdf/By%20Publication%20Date%20Weekly/Todays%20Martyrs%202018-06-03%20thru%202018-06-09.pdf


 
 

Blessed Isidoro Bakanja church, Seka-Mbote district, Boma, Democratic Republic of the Congo – 
courtesy Fides 

 

 

 

 
church in Kyahemga, Democratic Republic of the Congo – courtesy Fides 

 



 
Holy Family Church, Kamaing Kawng Ra village, Kachin state, Myanmar - courtesy Free Burma 
Rangers 

 

 

 

 
church in Nayya Sarabah village, Pakistan – courtesy World Watch Monitor 

 



 
Milk Grotto, Bethlehem, Palestine – courtesy Wikipedia 
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